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Preface. 




HIS little book is put out in re- 
sponse to the many enquiries 
that have from time to time 
reached the author for a publi- 
cation of the kind. The anti- 
quarian may object that the book 
is written on too popular lines, but the writer has 
been anxious not to appear to forestall — had he, 
indeed, felt himself able to do so— the more erudite 
and scholarly account of Dunster Church which is 
soon, it is to be hoped, to appear in the pages of 
Sir H. Maxwell Lyte's new edition of his delight- 
ful book, T>unsUr and Its Lords. For the same 
reason only the barest references have been made 
to the successive lords of Dunster, who for nearly 
nine hundred years, from William de Mohun, who, 
** for the good of his soul,** granted the church of 
Dunster and a great estate around it to the abbey 
of Bath, to the present owner of this ancient 
honour, have been always the consistent friends 
and protectors of Dunster Church. Rather he 
has sought to set down facts which may interest 
generally the inhabitants of our ancient town, and 
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viii Preface. 

the chance visitor to Dunster Church and the few 
remaining fragments of the little priory which 
sheltered beneath it. He has endeavoured to deal 
fully, with the valuable assistance of Mr. C. H. 
Samson, with the architectural features of the 
church, and has collected such information as he 
could with regard to the five chantries which 
were attached to it. It has also seemed to him 
worth while to give an account of the various 
painted windows, and a full list of the monu- 
ments existing in the church. Through the help 
of Mr, Ludlow of Dunster, too, he has been able 
to record for the information of future generations 
the inscriptions on the older tombstones in the 
churchyard, many of which are rapidly crumbling 
away. 

A fuU list of the churchwardens from the year 
1599 to 1904, and a copy of an early record of 
the names of the overseers for the years 1650 to 
17 16, are included in the book, and the names 
thus made accessible of some of the leading 
parisioners of Dunster during a long series of 
years. Liberal extracts, too, have been made 
from the interesting churchwardens' and overseers' 
accounts. 

That the church and priory have passed through 
many vicissitudes their histories clearly show^ 
The marks of burning on the jambs of the west 
door of the church speak of the sacred building 
being used as the stronghold of a desperate 
garrison. What, we wonder, was their fate ? 
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Not even the awe attached in those early times 
to its consecrated precincts prevented robbers 
from breaking into the church, as Ralph le Tort 
of Old Knoll found to his loss in the early years 
of the thirteenth century. Later came the con- 
stant quarrels between the monks and the parish- 
ioners, which found their solution in the partition 
of the church : pious generations spent much 
money on, and twice practically rebuilt it : 
the commissioners of Edward VI stripped it of 
all ornaments that had not been already made away 
with or concealed, broke down the images of 
the saints, and dashed out the painted windows : 
Blake and Sydenham converted the building into 
stables and barracks : the eighteenth century saw 
the priory church and the chantry of St. Lawrence 
fall nigh into complete ruin : and then with the 
wave of renewed care for our parish churches 
which swept over England in the last century 
came its tasteful restoration. 

Small as the priory always was, it exercised 
during the Middle Ages, as the representative of 
the abbey of Bath, jurisdiction over a large circum- 
jacent tract of land, and the few vestiges, which 
time and the varying needs of passing generations 
have left us, show that the house, which formed, 
perhaps, part of the " sumptuous buildings '* which 
that skilful builder Adam de Cheddre set up, 
was a fair and stately one, with its chambered 
gatehouse, its contiguous cloisters, and its man- 
orial pigeon house. The writer has been able to 
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X Preface. 

put together a list of the priors from various 
sources, which appears to be fairly complete. 

The many original documents bearing on the 
subject paint for us a pleasant picture of the prior 
and monks living quietly under the shadow of the 
church : conducting their afiairs in a careful and 
business-like fashion : skilfully farming their de- 
mesne lands : paying sometimes the debts of the 
mother house — or receiving into their quiet 
health-restoring home its sick or aged members : 
and delighting in cultivating the sheltered gardens 
which lay beneath their walls. 

The writer's thanks, yet once more, are due to 
Mr. Luttrell for free access to the treasures of his 
muniment room and much useful information ; to 
Sir H. M. Lyte for his ever ready sympathy and 
encouragement ; to Mr. C. H. Samson for his 
careful drawings and expert assistance with regard 
to the various architectural details ; to Mr. Ludlow 
for much painstaking and valued assistance, and 
to many others. 
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Dunster Church and Priory 




I. 

Dunster Church. 

UR parish churches may be divided 
into three classes. In the first, 
and most numerous of these 
classes, are the churches which 
have been built for the needs 
only of the parish to which they 
belong, and which have been en- 
larged and reconstructed as circumstances required 
or money was available. Thus we owe so many 
of ovir stately churches in West Somerset to the 
wealth which flowed in with the wool trade in the 
Middle Ages. 

Some churches, however, like the church at 
Cleeve Abbey, the ruins of which have been so 
carefully excavated by Mr. Luttrell, were attached 
to some religious foundation. Within the walls 
of a church of this description, the people of the 
village which generally sprang up about the gates 
of these institutions, as the hamlet of Washford 
stands about the gates of Cleeve, had no legal 
rights. They were only allowed as a matter of 
favour to attend some of the services held within 
them. 
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2 Dunster Church and Priory. 

In the third case, however, both the laity and 
the monks of the adjoining convent had rights 
within the church, one worshipping in one part 
and another in another. Indeed, as Professor 
E. A. Freeman remarks, " our monastic and large 
collegiate churches may be divided into two classes, 
those simply and wholly designed for the njonastic 
or collegiate fraternity, and those which at the 
same time discharged the function of ordinary 
parish churches. In the generality of these latter 
cases, the eastern part or the choir, belonged to 
the monks, the western part or the nave, to the 
people. In fact, they often formed, to all intents 
and purposes, two distinct churches, and the two 
parts were often spoken of distinctly as the parish 
church and the abbey or priory church. There 
was often a complete barrier between the two, and 
the people had what may be called their own high 
altar at the east end of the nave.'* 

When the monasteries were suppressed, the 
eastern part of the church, being as much the 
possession of the particular confraternity as a 
chapel within its gates, became the property of 
King Henry VIII, and passed, like any other 
building on the estate, to the noble to whom he 
granted out the convent lands. In that case its 
doom was generally sealed. The rapacious owners 
converted everything they could into money. 
The bells and lead off the roof were sold to the 
highest bidder, and the splendid stone, timber, 
and glass work of an earlier and more devout age 
were cleared away as old building material. 

Thus in Somerset perished Glastonbury, Stavor- 
dale, Taunton, Hinton Charterhouse, Cleeve, and 
a host of others, whose beautiful ruins still protest 
against the greed which caused their destruction, 
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Dunster Church. 3 

and the intemperance which seems alwavs to 
accompany religious revivals. And this is the 
reason why we not infrequently find our parish 
churches to be imperfect. With the monkish 
owners the east end has disappeared, while the 
nave alone remains, as at Malmesbury, Usk, or 
Chepstow. A few instances exist, however, where 
by the rare liberality of the grantee the conven- 
tual part of the church was allowed to remain and 
was kept in order. Of these, Dunster Church 
(all honour to the pious family who have pre- 
served it through all these centuries) is one. 

On approaching the church of Dunster the first 
object that attracts attention is the picturesque old 
cottage at the entrance to the churchyard. The 
old timbers in its front seem to have been taken 
from some ancient ship. It was very carefiiUy 
restored by Mr. C. H. Samson, by direction of 
Mr. Luttrell, at the time of the restoration of the 
church, when a wall which formerly ran from it 
up to the priory church was pulled down. 

No definite proof can be adduced that a church 
existed at Dunster before the Conquest, but it is 
more than probable that the priors of Bath did 
but rebuild a church belonging to an earlier period, 
for Dunster must have been in the early days of 
English history an important place. In the ninth 
century it stood on the borderland between the 
old English, gradually pushing forward from the 
east, and the ancient people ofthe land, fierce and 
embittered, who still retained their hold on the 
country to our west. To protect his new frontier 
against the attacks of these dangerous neighbours, 
Ina, who became king of Wessex in 688 and 
nearly completed the conquest of Somerset, built 
Taunton Castle, and it requires no stretch of im- 
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4 Dunster Church and Priory. 

agination to think it likely that the strong castle of 
Dunster was about the same time erected, on the 
site perhaps of some still earlier fortification, to* 
command the throat of the Timberscombe valley, 
which would have formed a convenient highway for 
the incursions of the hill folk into the rich lowlands 
beneath them. Round the castle a village, would 
by degrees spring up, which, with the spread of 
Christianity, would demand its church ; and so 
at Dunster would soon have appeared one of those 
small buildings of stone, or perhaps even of wood, 
and thatched, in which our old English forefathers 
used to worship. 

But such a building would not have been suit- 
able to Norman ideas, and we find the great noble, 
William de Mohun, to whom the Conqueror 
allotted the Honour of Dunster, with the consent 
of his wife, Adelisa (a.d. i 090-11 go), conveying 
the advowson of the church of St. George, to- 
gether with a large estate in tithes and land in 
the district, to the prior and monks of Bath, to 
"build and raise it." This expression seems to 
imply that an already existing church had been 
ruined or destroyed in the stormy times succeed- 
ing the Conquest. The new owners of the 
church accepted at once the responsibilities their 
possessions entailed upon them, and a church 
after the customary Norman fashion was erected. 
When the late extensive and skilfiil restoration 
was carried out, principally through the munifi- 
cence of the present Mr. Luttrell, a large portion 
of the Norman west wall was exposed to view, 
and also the jambs of the Norman west door. 
The Norman doorway had been built up in Late 
Perpendicular times, and a smaller doorway of 
Perpendicular style inserted. Tho jambs of the 
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Dunsier Church. 5 

earlier door were found to have been much in- 
jured by fire, as if in some early imeutfr — perhaps 
when King Stephen lay about the casde, en- 
deavouring in vain to reduce it — the church had 
been held by one side or the other, and an attempt 
made by the besiegers to effect an entrance by fire. 
The church is dedicated to St. George. 

^^ Thou emong those Saints whom thou dost see 
Shall be a Saint and thine own nation's Frend 
And Patrone : thou S. George shall called be, 
S. George of Mery England ye syne of victory." 

As the church at present exists, it consists of a 
nave of six bays, 78ft. 9in. by 27ft. ; a south 
aisle 86ft. by 12ft. ; and a north aisle 52ft. by 
I oft. The north aisle is shorn of two bays owing 
to its abutting upon the conventual buildings. 
The propinquity of the priory accounts also for 
the long piece of windowless wall on the north 
side of the church. The monks would allow no 
windows, which would overlook their house, to be 
inserted, and so the wall had to be kept blank. 
The two transepts, including the tower crossing, 
measure 64ft. 6in. by 18 ft. loin. The crossing 
is 28ft. square. Beyond is an eastern limb which 
is composed of a presbytery 50ft. 2in. by 22ft. 4in. 
On its north and south sides are aisles of two bays. 
The south aisle is 33ft. 2in. by 13ft. 9in., and tiie 
north aisle 32ft. loin. by 13ft. 9in. There is no 
clerestory throughout the church, but the interior 
effect is of a very solemn and dignified character as 
viewed from the great west doorway. It will be 
observed that the pillars of the nave are unequally 
spaced relatively to their opposite fellows. 

The roofs are all waggon roofs except the one 
on the south aisle and the one over the crossing. 
They have been well preserved, and the carved 
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6 Dunster Church and Priory. 

bosses are of the customary character of the Per- 
pendicular period. William Dunster, a former 
abbot of Cleeve, a foundation which owned before 
the Reformation considerable property in Dunster, 
seems to have contributed considerably towards 
the erection of the north aisle. This aisle appears 
to have been much altered, if not altogether re- 
built, after the year 1 504, for we find that Thomas 
Upcot of Dunster, a dealer in iron, and a man 
evidently of considerable means, who died in 
1 504, left his " body to be buried in holy grave 
in the church of S. George of Dunster. To the 
fabric of the said Church, i.e. to the new aisle 
there is to be made or repaired in the said Church 
in the North part 10 tons of iron coming in a ship 
of John Cokkys if the parishioners of Dunster be- 
gin to repair the said aisle within 3 years other- 
wise the 10 tons of iron shall remain in the hands 
of my executors for other works of charity to be 
done in the said Church. To Sir Richard Pester 
prior of Dunster, 20J." — Med. fVillSy 131. 

The south aisle was probably rebuilt or re- 
modelled about the same time. Let into the ex- 
terior of the wall at the west end of this aisle is a 
stone which, beneath another inscription, bears 
the date 1 520. When we consider the late char- 
acter of the southern porch and of this aisle gener- 
ally, it seems to be by no means unlikely that 
this stone was inserted to record the rebuild- 
ing of the aisle. That much was being done at 
this period to the church is evident from the 
following will : 

"a.d. 1509. John Gryme of Freckeford in 
the parish of Dunster leaves " my body to be buried 
in the Churchyard of S. George of Dunster. To 
the fabric of the parish Church of Dunster 
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£6 1 3 J. 4i/., to the light of the high cross 20^., 
the light of the dead there 20^. To the prior of 
Dunster for tithes forgotten 6s. id. Sir John 
Assheley Monk iid. Sir John Holcomb my 
confessor and curate there at that time 6s. 8^." — 
Med. fFil/Sy S. R. Soc.,p. 139. 

Will proved Feb. 21st, 1509. No remnant of 
a habitation now remains at Frackford. 

Again, in 1515 Robert Kepcr of Dunster left 
to the ** Reparacion of the parisshe Churche " 
4J. %d. In 1532 Agnes Wether leaves to the 
"Reparacyon of the Churche of Dunsterre my 
best gowne. To the vicary of Dunsterre a latyn 
bason." John Toker in the same year left the 
vicar his ** best shers." Two years before, Johann 
Wedmore, widow, had left him "two platters," 
So the vicar of that date, John Ryse, was evidently 
a popular personage. In 1 534 John White leaves 
him y. 4^. 

The flat ceiling of the south aisle is curious. 
It evidently was not made for its present position, 
but for a wider building. It is curious to observe 
how the old builders used up all materials that 
came to hand. In the south walls are tiles, and 
many fragments of Norman and Early » English 
window shafts ; and set in the battlements is the 
tombstone of a prior. In the north wall are manv 
ashlared stones which probably came from the wall 
of the Norman building. 

The Rood Screen. 

This screen is lift, high and of fourteen bays. 
The canopy which supported the rood is of a very 
rich description. We find the Altar of the Cross 
in Dunster Church mentioned in a will as early as 
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the time of Edward II, and in various later wills. 
This altar no doubt stood in the customary posi- 
tion, viz. on the right hand side of the chancel 
arch. A head of S. James is to be seen carved in 
one of the spandrels of the screen. The position 
of this beautiful screen, which has luckily survived 
so many vicissitudes, at once strikes the beholder, 
running as it does across the whole width of the 
nave. Its story is this. By the beginning of the 
fifteenth century the Benedictine order, to which 
the priory of Dunster belonged, had become very 
unpopular in England, and constant disputes 
appear to have taken place between the parishioners 
of Dunster and the prior and his monks. Sir Hugh 
Luttrell, who on the accession of Henry VII had 
been successful in getting the honour of Dunster 
(forfeited twenty-five years before to the crown by 
the attainder of his father, James Luttrell, by the 
first parliament of Edward IV) restored to the 
rightrul owners, took up the matter on the part 
of his tenants. Three arbitrators were appointed, 
who met at St. Mary's Church, Glastonbury, 
April 4th, A.D. 1498, to consider and settle the 
differences which had arisen. Their award, as far 
as the church was concerned, was in the main as 
follows : That the chancel or presbytery should 
be handed over to the prior and monks to form a 
separate and distinct church for their private use, 
and that the high altar of the parishioners should 
be moved westward, to stand on or near the site 
then occupied by the altar of St. James. And 
here, i.e. just within the present aJtar rails, the 
high altar of the parish church stood until the 
recent restoration. 

The award appears to have given general satis- 
faction, and all the persons interested concurred 
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in a petition to the bishop of Bath and Wells 
asking him to confirm the award of the arbitrators. 
The petition begins : 

" Petition to Oliver, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
or to hi$ Vicar-General in Spirituals, from John, 
Prior of the Convent at Bath, Proprietors of the 
Church at Dunster, Thomas Brown, Prior of the 
Cell of Dunster, and his brethren of the order of 
S. Benedict on one part, and William Bond, Vicar 
of the Parish Church of Dunster, and Hugh 
Luttrell, Knt., Lord of Dunster, and all the in- 
habitants of the said parish on the other part." 
The document states that disputes had arisen about 
the endowment of the Vicarage, the situation of the 
choir, and concerning processions and oblations, the 
duties of the Vicar in the administration of Sacra- 
ments, as to wax candles for the High Altar, and 
other matters, which had been referred to Richard, 
Abbot of Glaston, and Master Justice Thomas 
Tremayle and Master Tho. Gilbert, Dr. in decre- 
tis, who met on 4 April, 1498, at S. Mary's 
Church at Glaston, and heard the parties, where- 
upon it was agreed as follows : — That the Vicar 
should have the Quire (Choir) separate from the 
Prior and Monks' Division, to be done and 
erected and kept in repair at the expense of the 
parishioners as often as necessary, in the nave of 
the Church at the Altar of S. James, which was 
situate on the south side of the door leading from 
the Choir of Monks into the nave of the Church, 
in which the Vicar was to do the service (which 
was specified) without interruption by the Priors 
of Bath and Dunster. At the said altar the 
parishioners were to make their offerings, which 
the Vicar was to receive for the use of the said 
Prior and Convent* The Vicar and parishioners 
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were to make processions in the choir and burial- 
ground, except on the thirteen great festivals of 
the year, on which day the Vicar and his parish- 
ioners were to join the Prior and his brethren in 
making processions. The monks were to form 
and go down the old Chancel into the Nave 
through the Arch of the North Transept, and 
from this point the procession was to proceed in 
the following order : the respective Cross bearers 
of the Prior and the Vicar were to head the pro- 
cession ; then were to come the parish officials 
and the Vicar, then the monks and the Prior, and 
then the main body of parishioners. At the end 
of the procession, when they came back to the 
same door, the Prior and his brethren were to 
enter, but the Vicar and his clerks were to go to 
their own choir to perform the rest of the service. 
(Then come directions as to wax candles.) The 
document recites that the Vicar will renounce all 
previous endowments, and is to have the house 
in which the Vicar lived, as it stood, and to repair 
it and keep it in good order ; and at the quarter 
day, or within fifteen days after, he is to receive 
405. of the Prior of Dunster, and have all oflFerings 
for ^ obits, trentals, anniversaries, and masses, 
whether for living or dead, and other prayers 
called in the vxilgar Bederade Penys.' The other 
profits were to belong to the Prior and Con. of 
Bath, according to their appropriations. Con- 
firmation by the Bishop on the last day of May, 
1499, at Keynsham. — Bp. Oliver Kin£s Rfg.y 
fol. 48. . 

But although a site was thus found for their 
high altar, the parish priest and the laity of 
Dunster were left without a chancel, and the 
patrons of the benefice, as the Benedictine order 
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had done in other places, decided to shut off a 
portion of the whole width of the nave to form ' 
one. So the beautiful screen, still so singularly 
perfect, was erected across the nave, and the 
newel staircase to reach its loft built. The screen 
is well worthy of careful examination, and to any- 
one who has studied the delightful art of carving, 
the beauty and diversity of design, and the crisp- 
ness of touch which distinguish it, must always 
be a source of delight. It was very cleverly re- 
paired by that excellent craftsman the late Mr. 
J. B. Webber of Dunster during the recent restor- 
ation of the church. 

Passing through the screen, the present chancel 
of the parish church is entered. Facing you are 
the piers which supported the original chancel 
arch of the Norman church, with their character- 
istic capitals. 

On the window in the north aisle, in a line 
with the north end of the screen, are the fn^- 
ments of old stained glass mentioned below. In 
one of the panes is to be found a representation 
of the scallop hat of S. James. Near this window, 
therefore, and probably where the present belfry 
staircase goes up, was the altar of S. James, while 
on the other side, in its customary place, would 
have been the altar of the Holy Rood, of which 
the piscina still remains. Just below this piscina is 
a portion of the wall of the Norman nave still in 
situ. 

A little to the west of and above the archway 
in the northern limb of the tower, is to be seen the 
doorway which gave admittance to the screen of 
the church before the building was divided. It 
stood between the western pillars of the tower, and 
was approached by a still existing staircase. When 
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the presbytery was given over to the monks, this 
screen was moved back within the eastern arches ; 
and here it remained until the recent restoration, 
when it was removed to its present position be- 
tween the south transept and the priory church. 

The Tower. 

By the middle of the fifteenth century the 
Norman tower had apparently got into bad con- 
dition, or a desire had arisen for a tower of statelier 
J>roportions than the existing Norman one, and 
or some period it appears that money was being 
gradually got together for the erection of a new 
and more magnificent building. In a.o. 1419, 
William Pynson of Dunster, " seeing that the 
shadow of death has fallen upon me," left his 
body to be buried in the church of S. George 
Martyr, before the image of S. Christopher in the 
church of Dunster, and left forty solidi sterling 
towards the building of the new tower there. He 
also left for new beUs there twenty solidi. A copy 
of the specification for this new tower still exists, 
and the contractor, we find ftom it, was one John 
Marys, mason of Stogursey, who, in 1443, ^^ ^^ 
understanding that the parishioners should find 
rough stone, haulage, and the necessary imple- 
ments, pulleys, ladders, wynches, etc., undertook 
to carry out the work at the rate of ly. 4^/. per 
foot. How conscientiously Marys performed his 
work the tower still bears ample witness. The 
contract was signed on Michaelmas Day, 21 
Henry VI (i443)- 

The tower rises three stages above the roofs to 
a height of just looft. It contains a fine ring of 
eight bells. The pillars of the tower built by 
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Marys were set diamond-wise upon the original 

foundation of the Norman tower. 

/ 

The Transepts. 

The Norman church was no doubt a long low 
cruciform building, with side aisles and a heavy 
central tower. The present transepts probably 
occupy the same positions as those or the Norman 
period. The south front of the southern transept 
has an elaborately carved canopy and bracket on 
each side of the door. 

The curious character of the arch which opens 
into the southern aisle of the priory church at once 
strikes the observer. Its history is probably this. 
When, towards the end of the Decorated reriod 
(to which this arch belongs) (a.d. i 277-1 377), the 
services of the church became more ceremonious 
and stately, it was found that this arch as it was 
originally built was too narrow for the processions 
then in vogue. What was to be done ? The arch 
was too good an one to be wantonly destroyed, so 
the architect called in to advise hit on the bizarre 
device of leaving the head of the arch in situ, and 
setting back its jambs on two shouldered corbels, 
thus widening the opening. Other examples 
exist in England of this expedient. Just above, 
and on the right of the arch, is the base of an 
early cross built into the wall. 

As the high altar originally stood we should 
expect to find altars to S. Mary and the Holy 
Trinity at the end of the choir aisles, and con- 
temporary wills show that such chapels did exist 
in Dunster Church in early times. They woidd 
have been built out at the east end of either aisle, 
entirely separate from the presbytery, or communi- 
cating with it only by means or a low arch. 
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Holy Trinity Chantry. 

This chantry was founded by Henry and 
Christine Franke and Alice Cudman (v. present- 
ation by Feoffors, a.d. 149 i). R. de Cogston, who 
died A.D. 1348, bequeathed towards the building 
of the new screen or parclose of the Holy Trinity 
6s. id. — Dunster Church Book. 

The right of presentation to the chantry was in 
the hands of Feoffors, and the chantry priest ap- 
pointed by them was quite independent of the in- 
cumbent of the parish church. 

In the muniment room of Dunster Castle is a 
book written in 1716 by one Thomas Watts, by 
order of his ** honourable master," Mr. H. F. 
Luttrell, which contains copies of one hundred 
deeds at that time stored in Dunster Church. 
Only, alas, some thirty-four of these interesting 
documents are now in the custody of the church- 
wardens. The Dunster Castle book is therefore 
of particular value. In it we find the two follow- 
ing presentations to this chantry by the Feoffors 
orthe respective dates. 

"7 Henry VII, 149 1. (94) Grant by Sir 
Giles Daubeny of Daubeny Kt., Alexander Syden- 
ham, Richard Sydenham, George Stukely, John 
Loty, John Chaundeler Clerk, Philip Lucas, John 
Loker, Richard Inner and Adam Wilkin — to 
Richard Baker, Chaplain of the messuages, lands, 
oblations, services, etc., in Dunsterre and hundred 
of Carhampton which they held together with 
Walter Essen, Richard Browning, and others now 
dead— of the gift of Henry Franke and Christine 
his wife and Alice the late wife of William Cud- 
man alias Clarke of Dunsterre for his life — of 
capital lords of these fees on the condition that 
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the said Richard Baker Chaplain every day on 
which he shall be disposed shall celebrate Mass 
at the Altar of the Holy Trinity in the Parish 
Church of Dunsterre aforesaid and other divine 
Services and devout prayers according to his good 
conscience and devotion daily for the souls of the 
aforesaid Henry Franke, Christine his wife, 
William Cudman alias Clarke and others specified 
on a certain tablet and of all their parents children 
and benefactors and of all faithful dead and for 
the health and wealth of the said Giles, Alexander 
and Richard Sydenham, George Stukely, John 
Loty, John Chaundeler, and the other aforesaid 
feoffors, and also if it befalls that the said Richard 
Baker Chaplain on any Sunday or festival shall be 
attending other priests and there administering at 
their bedside, of the aforesaid parish Church of 
Dunsterre unless some other reasonable cause seeks 
to excuse his absence." — Dunster Church Book. 

"a,d, 1538. Indenture made 20th day of 
June, 29 H. VIII, between William Marchant 
John Atwoode and Andro Ellsworthy feoffees of 
the Trynyte Chantry in the parish Church of 
Dunsterre, etc., on the one part with the assent of 
the burgesses and dwellers in town and John 
Ryse, Clerk, on the other part with the assent and 
consent of burgesses and dwellers of the town 
hath constituted and ordayned the said John Ryse 
and to him hath allowed gevyn and graunted ther 
full and hole power, as often as the rents and 
profits thereof do extend sufFycyently to the main- 
tenance and fynd of a priest and that the said 
John Ryse shall yerly acownte to the seyd feofors 
of all gyfts or legacys that he receve of any person 
or persons of there devoytion to the mentaynaunce 
of the said Chauntre or of the Chapelyn celebray- 
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ing therein, and that the said feofors their heyres 
etc. nor none of the Burgesses and dwellers or the 
towne shall not receve nor take any rents or 
profytts of the said Chauntre during the proefate 
terme but only the sayd John Ryse or hys 
assygnes. Provided that yf the sayd John Ryse 
do not observe and kepe well and faythfuUy all 
the premises and admonyshed by the said feoffors 
and do not amend withyn the space of vi monethes 
that then ytt shall be lawfuU for the sayd feoffors 
to receve and take the rents and profytts of the 
sayd Chauntre and exclude the sayd John Ryse 
thys Indenture or anythyng theryn specifyed to 
the contrary in any wyse notwithstandyng. Ex- 
cept that yf the seid John Ryse Gierke chaunce or 
happe to be sicke or by any other impotency can- 
not serve hys cure of Dunster that then the sayd 
John Ryse to have all the rents and profytts of 
the seid Chauntre to his own fyndyng and maun- 
tenayance and to the reparyng of the howses 
without any interruption of the feoffors, burgesses 
or dwellers of the towne duryng the proefate terme 
of XX yeres." — Dunster Church Booky No. 17. 

Joan Gryme of Dunster, who died in 15 17, 
left 20^/. towards the repairs of this chantry. 

The Royal Commission appointed to enquire, in 
February, 1 548, into the revenues of such chantries 
and chapels as still existed, report with regard to 
the chantry of the Holy Trinity at Dunster : 

" Land and possessions assigned to the use and 

maintenance ot a chaplain there, celebrating in the 

Chantry of the Trinity or St. George. 

"Divers persons hold ten tenements and five 

acres and a half of land there, and render per 

ann. ...... iiiy/. 

Total . . iiijlL 
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" Deduct in — Rent resolute to John Luttrell Kt, 
for free rent for the premises^ per ann. vijj, 

" And remains over, per annum . Ixxiiji. 

'^ Land assigned to the use and maintenance of 

a Light perpetually burning in the parish church 

there. 

" holds half an acre of land lying in Watchet, 

and renders per ann. . . . xvii}^ 

"Deduct in — Rent resolute to Fulforde, 

Kt., for free rent for the same half acre of 
land per ann y]d. 

" And remains over, per annum . . xij^." 

— Som. Record Soc^ vol. 2. 

Chantry of St. John. 

There was also a chantry of S. John attached to 
Dunster Church, to which, or its chaplain at the 
time, occasional references appear in early wills. 
Thus, R. de Cogston (will proved 1348) leaves 
a sum of money for masses to be sung for the 
rest of his soul on the anniversary of his burial, 
and for the ringing of a peal. The prior and 
convent appears to have had 10^. of this sum, 
the vicar id. for his services, " the Church Clerk^ 
for ringing the bell id.y the town crier to pray 
for my soul round the whole town id.y the Chap- 
lain of St. John's (Clericus S. Johannis) id.y' and 
to the parish church for the lights burning about 
his body (lying presumably in the church during 
the night preceding the ftineral) 3J. 

Master Richard Bruton, canon of Wells, and 
sometime vicar of Minehead, in his long will, 
dated 30 March, 141 7, alludes to "the precst 
beside Dunsterre which I helped to have a benefice 
which as I remember was of the gift of S. John." 

I . The clerk was a church official in minor orders whose especial 
duty would have been to serve at mass. 
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Chantry of S. Mary. 

The present choir vestry no doubt formed the 
above chantry before the Reformation. 

The following extract from a recent pamphlet 
entitled " A letter from the Cardinal Archbishop 
and Bishops of the Province of Westminster," 
gives a very interesting account of the importance 
attached to the cult of the Blessed Virgin in 
England in the Middle Ages : 

" It is to an Archbishop of Canterbuiy of the fourteenth 
centuiy— Archbishop Arundel — ^that we are indebted for a 
formal testimony to a fact which of itself is enough to prove 
how Most Holy Mary was loved in England in days gone by. 
He writes thus to the Bishops of the Province of Canterbuiy 
in the year 139J : — * The contemplation of the great mystery 
of the Incarnation, in which the Eternal Word chose the holy 
and immaculate Virgin, that from her womb He should clothe 
Himself with flesh, has drawn all Christian nations to venerate 
her from whom came the first beginnings of our Redemption. 
But we in England/ he continues, ' being the servants of her 
special inheritance, and her own Dowry, as we are commonly 
called, ought to surpass others in the fervour of our praise and 
devotion.' These words form part of a Constitution which is 
remarkable for many reasons. It is the decree which estab- 
lished the morning and evening * Angelus,' as it was used in 
roedixval England. Already it had been the custom in Eng- 
land to toll the bell in the evening hour and to recite five 
* Hail Marys ' with the * Our Father.' It was at the request 
of King Henry IV that the English Primate ordered that in 
all Cathedral, CoUe^ate, Monastic, and Parish Churches the 
bell should be rung m the early morning also, and the same 

grayers be said. The sound of that Angelus bell seems to 
ring back to our memories the never-ceasing cultus or 
' worship ' of the Blessed Mother of Our Redeemer, which so 
strongly marked every age of Catholic history in this country. 
The bells of every Church, from Canterbury to Lindisfame, 
and from Mary's great shrine at Walsingham in the east to 
remote St. David's in the extreme west, rung out at dawn- and 
again at sunset, day by day as the years went by. But not 
more regular or more constant was their sweet sound over all 
^e land than was the lifting up of the heart of rich and poor, 
high and low, in morning salutation and in evening supplica- 
tion to the holy Mother of God. Since the landing of St. 
Augustine and his monks, every great name, Saxon or 
Norman, which had adorned the annals of the Church, had 
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left a monument to Mary, either in solid stone or in immortal 
speech. In England, during the ages of faith, there was the 
V otive Mass of our Lady every day, in Cathedrals and greater 
Churches. At the early dawn the bell sounded its summons 
to the ' Ladye-Mass,' and the people hastened to the magnifi- 
cent Ladye-Chapels of Cathedrals like St Paul's, or Lincoln, 
or York, or to the Ladye-Altar of their own Parish Church. 
This Mass did not take the jslace of the Mass and Office of 
the day. It was the willing tribute of a devout people to the 
Mother of Jesus. Day b]^ day the services went on in the 
choir, at the high altar, in the vast naves of the glorious 
churches of the land. But the Ladye-Chapel was the scene 
of Mary's special honour. Her altar was there, her image 
was there, of precious marble, even of gold or silver, or per- 
haps of common wood, now da^k and venerable with the lapse 
of years. The ministers who officiated were set apart for this 
special duty ; sometimes a single priest who was ' Our Ladye's 
Priest ' ; sometimes a College of four, or six, or of eight, for 
whom the piety of benefactors had provided, in order that 
they might stand at Our Lady's shrine. The Ladye-Chapel 
had its own precious vestments and its own golden chalice ; 
wax candles, offered by Mary's clients, living and dead, burnt 
during the Mass, and before her image; the missals, the 
graduals, the psalters, were Mary's own, and the lamp that 
shone there night and day was in the custody of one who was 
appointed to guard and keep the Chapel. *Let it be remem- 
bered that there was not one Church in all England to which 
this description did not in some degree appty, during the 
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth centuries. And what was 
true of the daily liturgical life of the country, was true also of 
its political and social life in the widest sense. We are told 
that the Order of the Garter was founded by Edward III to the 
' honour of the Blessed Vir^n,' and that ' out of his singular 
affisction for her he had wished her to be honoured by his 
Knights ' ; and on Our Lady's festivals the Knights, during 
the Divine Offices, bore on their right shoulders golden figures 
of the Mother of God. When King Henry VI founded his 

Sreat College of Eton, he dedicated it to the ' name of the 
lessed Mary.' There was no part of the country where 
there was not a famous sanctuary of the Madonna, to which 
royal and noble personages with crowds of pilgrims continually 
thronged. Amongst these, the most popular was Our Lady 
of Walsingham in Norfolk; but scarcely less so were the 
Church of All Hallows, near the Tower of London, on account 
of its miraculous statute. Our Lady of the Pue at Westminster, 
Our Lady of Doncaster, Our Lady of Ipswich, and far away 
to the west, amon^ the hills of Glamorgan, Our Lady of 
Penrice, marked still by a 'holy well' WitJi these sacred 
shrines the life and history of the coimtiy were bound up." 

In this way the Blessed Virgin would have been 
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honoured day by day in our beautiful church of 
Dunster ; and the bell still rung at 6 a.m. and 
6 p.m. is no doubt the Angelus bell ordered to be 
rung by Archbishop Arundel so many years ago. 

Gilbert Scut of Dunster, whose will is dated 
42 Edw. Ill (1369), leaves three pounds of wax 
to make two large lights, one of which was " to 
burn in the chapel of the Blessed Mary of 
Dunsterre." He left, also, a vessel of brass to 
hire a man to go on a pilgrimage for the good of 
the testator*s soul to some of the shrines of note 
mentioned above, viz., those of our Lady of 
Walsingham, Canterbury, Hayles (All Hallows), 
London, and the Cross of Northden. One John 
Hiirlebusch, whose will was proved early in the 
reign of Henry VIII, leaves l^acies to five 
chantries in Dunster Church, of which no doubt 
these two and the chantry of S. Lawrence formed 
three. 

Scut's will is an interesting one : 

" 2 Edw. Ill, 1369. Gilbert Scut of dunsterre. 
Body to cemetery S. George of dunsterre. To the 
prior of dunsterre for tithes forgotten 2j. Sd. To 
the prior of Dunsterre to celebrate one trentall 
for my soul 2j. 6d, To William Baldyngton 
Monk to celebrate 2 trentalls 5J. for my soul. 

" To Master Richard the Chaplain of Dunsterre 
to celebrate one trentall 2J. 6d. To Robert the 
Vicar of Dunsterre to celebrate one trentall 2s. 6d. 

" To the Fratres Minores of Briggewater to be 
mentioned in their prayer. To a certain monk 
of Clyve being in Holy Orders to celebrate for 
my soul 6d. To Robert the Vicar of Karhampton 
to celebrate for my soul 20^. To Master Robert 
parson of Wethicombe to celebrate for my soul 
etc. 20^. To Robert Vicar of Codecombe to 
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celebrate etc. i2d. I give 3 pounds of wax to 
make thence two lights to burn around my body 
on the night and day of my burial, and after 
mv burial one light to burn before the Altar 
ojr the Cross of the Church of Dunsterre and 
another light to burn in the Chapel of the 
Blessed Mary of Dunsterre. I leave to the poor 
on the day of my burial, namely to each poor 
man coming to the distribution i farthing. To 
Adam Clerk of the Church of Dunsterre id. To 
Alice my younger daughter for her life all that 
tenement with its appurtenances situate in Duns- 
terre in High St. between the tenement of John 
de Bratton on the one part and my tenement on 
the other. After the decease of the said Alice 
the aforesaid burgage etc. to the burgesses of the 
town of Dunsterre in perpetuity. To William 
Pynson all that burgage of mine etc. situate in 
Westret held by William Tailloar and formerly 
by Thomas Thurlot. To have and to hold the 
said burgage etc. to the aforesaid William for his 
life after the death of Margery my wife — so that 
after the decease of the aforesaid Margery and 
William — the whole of the aforesaid burgage etc. 
shall go to the burgesses of the town of Dunsterre 
and their heirs in perpetuity so that the aforesaid 
burgesses shall have a chaplain for ever to cele- 
brate in the Church of Dunsterre that the afore- 
said burgages shall go towards the payment of the 
said Chaplain in the best way possible. But if 
the aforesaid Burgesses shall have no such Chap- 
lain that the aforesaid burgesses shall cause to be 
celebrated annually for my soul, those of Walter 
Scut, Elenor his wife, Beatrice Scut Avice Scut 
and Margaret Scut my wives, John de Wylton 
and Marcell his wife, William Pynsonn and all 
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faithful dead in the Church of St. George of 
Dunsterre to the value of one mark for ever. 
To Alice my younger daughter towards her 
Mariage 60 shillings. To John my son 2ar. 
To Alice of Wolfecote my da. ioj. To David 
Herneys towards the maintenance of his son the 
fourth of a chain of mine. To John my son 1 3J. 4^. 
To David Herneys one velvet gown . . . one 
sword with its sheath one bow with its arrows. 
To John my son one bed and my plough. To 
Alice my younger daughter one bed one new 
brazen pot. To John my son one new brazen 
pot. My brazen pot to send a man on a pilgrim- 
age to Walsingham, Canterbury, Hayles near 
London, to the Cross of Northden. To Thomas 
de Ryvers \od. To be distributed for my soul 
on the day of my anniversary viz. the end of 
4 weeks after my death to each poor man coming 
for the same one farthing. To be distributed for 
my soul on the day of the next anniversary after 
the next complete year after my decease to each 
poor person coming for the same one obolus. 
Residue of goods not specially bequeathed — my 
funeral expenses and debts paid, to Margery my 
wife to do for my soul as she shall be best to 
arrange. 

Proved at Taunton." 

The Presbytery or Priory Church. 

This formed the chancel of the original Norman 
church. It had, as first built, no aisles, but 
probably was terminated by an apse, of which no 
traces are now left. During the Early English 
period this portion of the church appears to have 
been entirely remodelled. To this period belong 
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the east window, the lancet windows on the south 
side, and the sedilia as now restored, the fragments 
of which were all found by Mr. C. H. Samson 
during Mr. Luttrell's restoration, in situ. One of 
the original Early English windows is still to be 
seen looking now into the south aisle. When this 
aisle was built against the original outer wall of 
the church, the window was omy blocked up and 
not destroyed, and was found as it is at the restor- 
ation. During the Perpendicular Period the pres- 
bytery was entirely remodelled again. A large 
window of that style of architecture was inserted 
in the place of the triform lancet window in the 
east end, and light enough for the church being 
gained by this window and the large windows in 
the new side aisles, the older lancet windows were 
built up. The altar of this church is an old stone 
one. It was found by Mr. Samson in the nave 
of the church, where it had been used as a tomb- 
stone by the Poyntz family. 

On the left hand side of the altar is the chapel 
of S. Laurence. As early as a.d. 1 2 54 Sir Reginald 
de Mohun the second gave the sum of fifty marks 
to the prior and convent of Bath. In return for 
this bene&ction the prior and convent covenanted 
that one of the monks belonging to the priory of 
Dunster should say mass in the upper chapel of 
S. Stephen for the soul of Sir Reginald de Mohun 
in Dunster Gistle. (This chapel probably stood on 
the level piece of lawn at Dunster Castle, opposite 
the western window of the library.) And if in 
time of war it could not be said there, it was to 
be said in the chapel of S. Laurence within the 
church of the priory. The date of this early deed 
is A.D. 1255. This chantry is mentioned again 
35 Henry VI [1457], and at that period mass was 
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daily said within it. At its suppression (6 Edw. 
VI) it was found to possess an income of about 
j^9 per annum. Part of this income is stated to 
have been derived from house property in Dunster, 
amongst which tradition places the curious and 
picturesque house called, quite wrongly, "The 
Nunnery." But in Mr. Luttrell*s title deeds to 
this house it is described as having been the pro- 
perty of the abbot of Clcve. There is another and 
more likely tradition in the parish that the house 
was used as a brewery by the abbots of Cleve, a 
surmise to which the large cellars under the ad- 
joining house give some colour. This adjoining 
house was rebuilt some fifty years ago. It suc- 
ceeded one on the same site called the " Cage 
house,'' so full was its front and sides of ancient 
timbers. 

It seems probable to the writer that the thir- 
teenth century arched tomb beneath the doorway 
of the chapel may have been the tomb of Sir John 
de Mohun the tfiird, who as a boy of nine years 
of age succeeded to the Honour of Dunster in 
1279. ^^ ^^ ^ great soldier, and served in the 
wars which Edward I waged in Flanders and 
Scotland. He was also one of the signatories of 
the famous document despatched to Boniface VIII 
in A.D. 1300 by the barons of England, in which 
they declared that the king should be independent 
of the authority of the pope. Sir John was a 
great benefector to the citizens of Dunster, giving 
them rights of firewood on Croydon Hill, of pas- 
ture on his marshes by the sea, and other benefits. 
He was also a benefactor to the church and to the 

1)rior and monks. The fragments of an effigy 
ying at present on the tomb of Sir Hugh LuttreU 
perhaps belong to this tomb, and the character of 
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the helmet accords with Sir John's date. Many 
of the tiles within this chapel bear sacred symbols, 
or the arms of great families connected at that 
period with Somerset, such as Clare, De Mohun, 
De Romara, Raleigh, Trivet, etc. It is interest- 
ing to note that the stone altar of this chapel was 
found in situ. It has six instead of the customary 
five crosses cut on it, and must be of great anti- 
quity. The chapel was almost a complete ruin at 
the time of the restoration. 

Like the chantry of the Holy Trinity, this 
chantry was held by a body of feoffors. 35 Hen. 
VI. William Dodesham, John Loty, William Bayle 
feoffees of the chantry of the blessed Lawrence 
of Dunsterre grant to William Pymbut Chaplain all 
the messuages, lands, oblations, services, etc., be- 
longing thereunto in Dunsterre and the hundred 
of Carhampton as held by Adam Colyns late Chap- 
lain of the said chantry, " but under the condition 
that if it should happen that William the Chaplain 
shall be promoted to any other benefice or cure 
or be retained in the service of any one else or does 
not reside without permission continuously in the 
said benefice or shall waste sell or injure the said 
messuages etc. or shall live wantonly and viciously,*' 
power of entry should remain to the feoffors. 

The following return was made concerning this 
chantry by the commission issued 37 Henry VIII : 
" The Chauntrie of Saincte Laurence wtin the 
paryshe churche ther. 

" Is yerely worthe in Landes, rente and heredita- 
mente in the tenure of sondery psones as 
maye appere pticulery more at large by the 
Rentall of the same . . ix/r. viijj. iiij^. 

Whereof in 
Rente resolute paide yerely . . . xxj. 
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And so 

Remaynethe derc . . viij//. viijj, iiij^. 
Plate and ornamente. A Chalice, a pax, ij cruetts 

and too candelsticke of silu waying Ixxij oz. 

Ornamentes praysed at \xs. \v\d. 
Memord. John Bayly clerke or the age of Ix 

yeres, a singing man, incumbent ther." 
The return made of the possessions of this 
chantry in consequence of the statute for the sup- 
pression of chantries, etc., passed i Edward VI, 
was as follows : 

Dunster. 

"The Chantry of St. Lawrence within the 
parish church there. 

**The dwelling house with a garden to the 
same adjacent, per ann. iijj. iiij^. 

" Alexander Voysey holds land and a tenement 
there, and renders per ann. iiiji. 

** Roger Hoper holds land there, and renders 
per ann. xiiiji. 

"Robert GofFe holds land there, and renders 
per ann. us. 

" Thomas Joyner holds land there, and renders 
per ann. xiiji. iiij^. 

" The same lliomas holds other land there, and 
renders per ann. iiijj. 

"John Sexton holds certain land there, and 
renders per ann. ijj. 

"Thomas Holcombe holds certain land there, 
and renders per ann. xjs. 

"The same Thomas holds other land there, 
and renders per ann xvj^. 

" Edmund Stibbe holds certain land there, and 
renders per ann. iiiji. 
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" Troilus Hayne holds certain knd there, and 
renders per ann. ijj. 

'* Rise GoufFe holds land there, and renders per 
ann. iji. 

" Henry Crane holds land there, and renders 
per ann. v]s. 

" Walter ^ clerk, holds a house there, and 

renders per ann. iijjr. 

** The Wardens of the parish church there hold 
a house there called the Churchhouse, and render 
per ann. iijj. 

" Morgan Howell holds land there, and renders 
per ann. vj. 

"John Sutton holds land there, and renders 
per ann. vijj. viij^. 

** Thomas Capner holds land there, and renders 
per ann. vjj. 

" Thomas Make holds land there, and renders 
per ann. iiijj. 

"Katerine Lowdon holds a house there, and 
renders per ann. vjj. viij^. 

" John Borge holds land there, and renders per 
ann. xiji. 

" WiUiam Hyndon holds land there, and ren- 
ders per ann. viij^. 

" John LyoUe holds land there, and renders per 
ann. v\s. 

" William Lowlys holds land there, and renders 
per ann. xj. 

** John Williams holds land there, and renders 
per ann. xijj. 

David Arter holds land there, and renders per 
ann. iiijj. 

" William Carran holds land there, and renders 
per ann. iiijj. 

" John Mawhoude holds land there, and ren- 
ders per ann. iiiji. 
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**John Cottrill holds land there, and renders 
per ann. vs. \\\]d. 

** Christiana Sole holds land there, and renders 
per ann. vjj. 

" Nicholas Browne holds land there, and ren- 
ders per ann. vjj. 

" The heir of Bartelott holds certain free 

lands, and renders per ann. viij^. 

*^ Total hdi. viijj. iiij^. 

** Deduct in Rent resolute to John Luttrell, Kt., 
chief lord there for free rent for the premises, per 
ann. xxi. ^ 

** And remains over, per annum viij/r. viijj. iiij^." 

A paper MS. in the muniment room of Dunster 
Castle, undated, but evidently of 4 Elizabeth, gives 
the following list of part of the possessions or this 
chantry ; 

" Dunster : possessionum Cantur of Saint Laur- 
ence.** 

** John Were holds at will one tenement 
garden and backeside containing one rodd 
and pays vjj. 

" Morris Nicholes holds at will of the 
Queen one tenement with a garden and 
pays iijj. 

"Thomas Capener holds at will one 
tenement with a garden containing one 
rood and pays vjj. 

"Antony Wood holds by indenture 
for 3 years still to come as appears by in- 
denture dated 4th September in the year 
H. VIII 36 for the term of 21 years and 
pays I4i. 4^. one tenement and garden 
containing one rood and one acre of land 
in Loxall xiiijj. iiij^. 

" One piece of waste land lying in High 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Dunster Church. 29 

Street (in alto vico) contsuning by esti- 
mation one rood in the tenure or John 
Saxon at will and he pays . • • i]d. 

" The widow Miller holds at will one 
acre of land in Watchet and pays per 
year xijrf." 

Then follows : 
" Parcel of the possessions of the late Monastery 
of Cleve. 

^* William Millet holds at will one tene- 
ment and one garden containing one rood 
and pays . . . . . . 6s. %d. 

" Roger Rowe holds at will one tene- 
ment and garden containing one rood 
and pays los. 

** Robert Gough holds at will one tene- 
ment and garden in Weste-Strete and 
pays i6j. 

** Laurence fFemell holds at will 3 tene- 
ments together annex fu{ (adjoining the 
water trough?) one tectum (roofed build- 
ing ?) and small garden containing by 
estimation one rood and pays thence by 
the year ...... 20J. 

"Thomas Edwardes als Evans holds 
at will one tenement and one garden con- 
taining one rood and pays thence per year i6j." 

Amongst the old deeds stored in Dunster 
Church IS the following deed relating to this 
chantry : 

**This indenture made between William Dodes- 
ham, Robert Gardyner, Thomas Burland, and 
Robert Northam of the one part, and John 
Cokeslegh, chaplain, of the other part witnesses 
that whereas the aforesaid John is held and by 
his writing obligatory is bound to the aforesaid 
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William, Robert, Thomas, and Robert Northam 
in two hundred marks sterling to be paid to the 
aforesaid William Dodesham, Robert Thomas, 
and Robert Northam as in the aforesaid writing 
it is more fully contained, nevertheless the afore- 
said William, Robert, Thomas, and Robert 
Northam will and by these presents grant that if 
the aforesaid John Cokesl^h shall not make his 
dwelling continually or shall not have reasonable 
cause for his absence, or shall neglect to perform 
a certain service called the service of St. Laurence 
in the parish Church of Dunster, or at any time 
another service or benefice be not provided by 
him or his proctor as is fitting, then the aforesaid 
John shall surrender all his lands and tenements, 
rents, services and reversions with their appur- 
tenances, which the said John on the day of the 
making of these presents holds for his whole life 
of the demise of the aforesaid William Dodesham, 
Robert Gardyner, Thomas Burland, and Robert 
Northam, to the aforesaid William, Robert, 
Thomas, and Robert Northam, or to others to 
whom the said reversion at that time shall belong 
by the assignment of the said William Dodesham, 
Robert, Thomas, and Robert Northam, and this 
at the request of 8 of the best burgesses of the 
aforesaid town of Dunster at that time being, 
whensoever it shall be requested by them or 2 
trustworthy men of the town aforesaid that then 
the aforesaid writing obligatory shall be of no 
avail . . . shall remain in its full force and 
effect. 

" In Witness whereof to these indentures the 
parties aforesaid alternately have put their 
seals. 

"Given at Dunster aforesaid the 27th day of 
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January in the 5th year of the reign of King 
Henry the 6th after the Conquest [a,d. 1427]." 

In the year of grace 1225, William Fauder and 
John Portman were suspected of robbing the 
church of Dunster and taking the money of 
Ralph le Tort, stored presumably in the church 
for safety. They were found to have lived in 
Dunster without frank-pledge. " Therefore it is 
in mercy — And because they are suspected of 
of many thefts let them be exacted and outlawed. 
They had no chattels." — Somerset Pleas^ S. R. Soc., 

It would have gone hard with William Fauder 
and John Portman if they had been caught, and 
no doubt the burgesses of Dunster were smartly 
fined for their carelessness in allowing such vaga- 
bonds to live in their midst without having given 
security for their good behaviour. 

The royal commission who visited Dunster in 
1 549, in consequence of the statute for the sup- 
pression of chantries, etc., passed the previous 
year, made the following report with regard to 
Dunster Church : 

Dunster. 

" The Salerie of one prieste celebratynge wtin the 
paryshe churche ther 

Is yearly worthe in Landes tente and heredita- 
mente in the tenure of sondery psones as 
may appere pticulerly more at large by the 
rentall of the same . . . iiij/f. 

Wherof in 
Rente resolute pd yerely . . viji. 

And so 
Remayneth dere .... Ixxiijj. 

Plate and ornamente. Noone. 
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Memord. (Nil). 

Lyghte foundyd wtin the paryshe churchc ther 

Ar ycrely worthe in one half acre of lande lying in 

wachet gyven to the same use . xviijrf, 

Wherof in 
Rente resolute paide yerely . . y]d. 

And so 
Remayneth clere .... xij^." 

The churchwardens had seen the storm coming, 
and had e\ridently sold or perhaps hidden away 
the church plate, the vestments, and other ** furni- 
ture " before the commissioners visited their church. 
The rector of Bath informs the writer that there 
is a tradition current at Bath, that not very long 
ago a secret hiding place was found within the 
precincts of the abbey, in which were found the 
remnants (which, however, quickly perished) of 
many beautiful and rich church vestments. Pos- 
sibly such a discovery still remains to be made at 
the daughter church of Dunster ! Certainly much 
plate and many vestments and MSS. of price must 
have been possessed by our church before the 
Reformation. 

Very multitudinous too must have been the ser- 
vices in the Middle Ages in our parish church. 
** The body of clergy,'* Abbot Gasquet reminds us, 
** attached to our cathedrals and parish churches, 
by one title or another . . . was much larger 
than is now generally realized." Day by day, in 
the five chantries in Dunster Church, frequent 
services must have been held, as well as in the 
priory and parish churches. The incumbents of 
the chantries were independent, it would appear, 
of both prior and vicar, and the various services 
must, one would think, have clashed sometimes 
one with the other. There must also have been 
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occasional fricdon between the various ecclesiastics 
serving under the same roof but under the organ- 
izing direction of no head. The following ex- 
tracts from wills of Dunster folk, recorded in the 
7)unsier Church "Book and Som. Med. WiUs^ show 
how the various special services were paid for. 
The trentals were thirty masses said by one priest 
or at the same time by thirty priests. 

Ralph de Cogston, 1348. ^'To Master John 
Tonker one acre of arable land which lies towards 
G)nynger to support a Chaplain to celebrate 
through a whole year for my soul, Edward my 
father, Alice my mother, Robert de Sutton, Avice 
Pope and the souls of aU other my friends and all 
faithful departed. To John and Emmot my 
children heirs etc. my tenement next the steps of 
the Chiu*chyard of Dunsterre and one acre of 
arable land at Cokkswalle, to maintain an anni- 
versary each year \'^d. and the anniversaries (of 
the above) on the vigil of St. Luke the Evangelist. 
If John and Emmot die without children the tene- 
ment to John Bridiport, Thomas Bregge, Thomas 
Shote and Simon Livi and their heirs to sell and 
devote the proceeds for distribution for the good 
of my soul, also I leave to the Wardens of the 
parish church of Dunsterre an acre and half of 
arable land near le Dene for the maintenance of 
the Wex silver light so that the aforesaid wardens 
shall hold my anniversary in 2 shillings per 
annum for masses to be celebrated and a peal to 
be rung. So that the Prior and Convent of 
Dunsterre have yearlv for celebrating for my soul 
\od. and the vicar ot the same ^d. The dericus 
(clerk) of the Church for the ringing of the peal 
i^., the town crier irf., and let him pray for my 
soul through the whole town ; and the clerk of 
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St John id. for my soul and those of Robert 
Sutton and Avice Pope. Item if the aforesaid 
John and Emmot are without lawful heirs then I 
leave that acre of land in Cokkeswalle to John 
Bridiport, Thomas Bregge, Thomas Shote and 
Simon Livi and their heirs to sell in perpetuity and 
with the money thence derived to celebrate trentals 
for my soul, is. notwithstanding being excepted, 
which I leave to Alice the wife of Richard de Ware. 
Item. I leave to John Bridiport ^ an acre of land 
in Waggeland so that he shall cause to be cele- 
brated 2 trentals for my soul by Master John 
Sutton^ and the vicar of the parish. Item. I leave 
to the parish Church of Dunsterre 3 shillings for 
the light to burn beside my body on the day of 
my burial." 

^'9 R. II, 1348. Communitas viUse de duns- 
terre grant to Richard Frere and Julian his wife 
a tenement in Fore St. between the tenements of 
the Prior of Dunsterre and Walter Moris to pay 
out of it annually 5J. to the wardens of the Parish 
goods of Dunsterre for the time being in 1 equal 
annual payments at the feast of S. Michael and 
Hockeday." 

**John Lede on the Sunday after All Saints, 
1348. My soul to God. My body to be buried 
in Dunsterre Church Yard. To the Vicar of 
Dunsterre to celebrate for my soul ild. Item 
for celebrating one trental for my soul is. 6d.** 

" Fest. S. valentine a.d. 1419. William Pynson 
cives de dunsterre videns mihi periculum mortis 
eveniri. My soul to Almighty God and the 
blessed Mary His Mother and all Saints. My 
body to be buried in the Church of S. George 
Martyr before the image of S. Christopher in 

z. John Sutton was prior of Dnnstar at this time. 
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the Church of Dunsterre. To the building of 
the new tower there 40J. To the use of one new 
bell there 20s. To the work of the new Solarium* 
of the Holy Trinity in the said Church 6s. %d. 
To the Prior there for tithes forgotten 6j. %d. To 
Master John Sper, Chaplain 6s. %d. to pray for my 
soul. To each monk there commemorating me 
2/. 6d. to celebrate for my soul. To each chaplain 
coming there and there celebrating on the day of 
my burial iid. To each clerk on the said day 
singing the office at home id. ^os. to be divided 
amongst the poor on the day of my burial. To 
Alice my wife 10 pounds sterling. To Robert my 
son 10 pounds. To Christine my servant 13 J. 4^/. 
To Walter Tonkye 6s. Sd. To Rose the wife of 
John Hastyng 3J. 4^. To Alice my wife all the 
rent from the tenement in which Robert Poule and 
Thomas Strange live. After her death to Robert 
his son in fee. To the same Robert my tenement 
in Gallostrete which I bought of William Aleynna 
Jr. and the house in Market St. bought of Patrick 
Everard in fee." Residuary legatees his wife and 
soil. Witnesses John Sper, Chaplain, Thomas 
Zart, Thomas Steyner and others. 

" March 25, 1 504. Thomas Upcott. To a cer- 
tain honest priest celebrating for one whole year 
Ji6. Sir Richard Pester Prior of Dunsterre 20J." 

" 1 509. John Gryme of Frakeford. Sir John 
Holcomb, mv confessor and curate there at that 
time, 6s. Sd.'^ 

"1515. Oct. 18. Robert Keper. Reparacion 
of the parisshe Churche, 45. 8^/." 
* *' 1517. Joan Gryme. Repair of the aisle of 
Holy Trinity, 20^. Prior of Dunster tithes for- 
gotten, 20^. Vicar of Dunster, 2s. 6d'^ 

It Screen. 
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John Whyte, in i?39, leaves 6s. Sd. to the 
church of Dunster ** for my grave/' 3J. 4^. each 
to Sir John Ryse, vicar of Dunster, and Sir John 
Bayly (chaplain of Holy Trinity Chantry), and 
2od. to Sir Will. Leyle. In 1534, Thomas 
Skynner leaves a wether to the "Vycary of 
Dunsterre,'* and directs his executors to ** mayn- 
tayn a priste to synge in the parish Churche of 
Donsterre the space of a hole yere to give him 
for his stypendary 61$.*^ 

" 1586. The Commonalty of Dunsterre grant 
to Richard Frere and Julia his wife a burgage in 
forestreet between the tenement of the Prior of 
Dunster and that of Walter Moris on the con- 
dition of their paying 5/. per year to the cus- 
todians of the parish goods of Dunsterre in equal 
portions at Michaelmas and Hookeday/' 

Another thoughtful testator of this period left 
money for the purchase of leathern buckets to 
stand always filled near the church, so that in case 
of fire a supply of water for its extinction should 
be immediately available. The bequest was an 
useful one at a time when all houses were thatched 
with much timber employed in their construction, 
and great fires of wood burnt on the wide open 
hearths. 

Lights. 

John Gryme, as stated above, left by his will, 
dated 1 509, 2od. towards the maintenance of the 
light of the High Cross and the light of the Dead 
in Dunster Church, and we find many other bene- 
^ctions to them : 

"September 27, 15 10. Robert Lotey. My 
body to holy grave in the church of St. John the 
Baptist of Carhampton. To the light of B. M. 
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2od. The light of St. John Baptist lod. The 
lights of the H0I7 Cross, St. Nicholas, St. Rade- 
gund, the dead, and St. Christopher, 3J. 4^/. The 
lights of St. Leonard in the priory church of 
Dunster and of B. M. and St. George in the 
parish church of Dunster 6s. Sd. To Sir John 
FyhiHy vicar of Carhampton for tithes forgotten 
and not fully paid, 6s. %d. 

" Residue : Joan my wife (executrix). 

** Witnesses : Sir John Holcombe, Thomas 
Codogan, John Welthere, and many others. 

** Overseers: Thomas Codogan and John 
Welthere. 

"Proved November 26, 15 10.'* 

July 22, 151 1. The will of Thomas Codogan 
" \^ectus corone ' ' is proved. He leaves " My body 
to holy grave in the Church of S. George of 
Dunster. To the light of the high cross 2od. 
To the light of the dead 2od. To the light of 
the Blessed Mary 20^. To the light of S. George 
20^. To the rrior of Dunster for tithes for- 
gotten 6s. %d. Sir John Holcomb 3/. 4^/." — 
Med. milsy p. 158. 

"May 15, 1 5 14. Symonde Pers, my body to 
be buried in the churche of Dunster, in the 
diocese of Bathe and Wellis. To the Prior of 
Dunster for my tythynges forgotten or witholden 
5J. To the Rode lyght 2od. To the Dedde 
lyght 20^. To tte vicar of Carhantbn for for- 
gotten tythynges 20^. If it shall please Master 
LuttreU to se that my wyfe have no wrong, to 
have for his labour 20s. To Robert Dovell 
under hym to see the execucion of the same los. 
To John Greme, scliolar, my best doblet, my cote, 
my best gowne. To John Greme, servant to 
John Cockes, my violet gowne lyned with 
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bokerhm, my black doblet of chamblet. To 
John Thlude my gowne furred with foxe. To 
Johan my wyiFe all my other goodys moevable 
and unmoevable, she to dispose for my soule and 
heris as she shall seme best, and I make her my 
sole executrix. These wytnesse, Sir John Hol- 
comb, Sir Denyster, Thomas Juyn, John Wright 
and dyvers others. 

"Proved at Lambeth, January 26, 151 5." 

Robert Keper, by his will, proved at Lambeth 
April 27, 1 5 16, leaves "My body to be beryed 
in the parisshe Churche of Dunster. To high cross 
light i2d. To the Priour of Dunster 12^." — 
Med. mm, p. 180. 

John Wether of Dunster, i June, 1532, "to 
be bery^ yn chy<* of Dunster. Ch. of WeUs ij^ — iij 
lyghts of the Ch. of Dunster and to the reparyng 
of the'beUs my gowne — dowter Jone ij platers ij 
pongcrs (porringers) ij sawcers ij chandelers ij sylver 
sponeSy a basyn and a crocke — ^same to dowter 
Alys — my wyfe shall geve to the vycary* iijj. vj^. 
for to say a trentall yf he wyll say it, els to 
some other priest. 

" Res. — ^Agnis my wyfe. 

" Witn. — oir John Ryse, WiD Owen, Thomas 
Joyce.'' 

Joan Gryme, widow, of Dunster, by her will 
proved Jan. 26, 1517, leaves "My body to be 
buried in the Church of S. George of Dunster, 
Light of the high cross in the said Church y. 4^. 
Devotion light 20^. Light of the Blessed Mary 
l^d. Light of S. George i2d. Repair of the 
aisle of the Holy Trinity 20^. Prior of Dunster 
for tithes forgotten 2od. Vicar of Dunster 
2s. 6dr 

I. The vicar of the parish. 
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" Johan Wcdmore of Dunster, wedow, 26 Jan., 
1 53 1, "to be buried in chyard of Dunster. — iitj 
lyzghts off ye Ch. of Dunster xvj^' — Ch. off Wells 
iiij^— fiycrs of Brygewater vj^ — ^vicari off Dunster 
ij platers and a seme (i) off wode — my servant 
Margery a gowne, ij pannys, a crocke, a flockabed 
performyd, ij platers and ij sawcers — ^Thos Joyner 
iiij^' — ye, bells off Dunster vij^ 

" Res.— Tecke Arunddl. 

" Witn. — Sir John Rysse, vicar, Thos. Warman, 
Rog. Hopper." 

"Dunster. Stephen Thomas, 15 Nov., 1531, 
to the church of Dunster mf — to the vicar of 
of Dunster a doublet. 

" Res. — Margaret, his wife. 

"Test. — Dno. Joh. Rirsse, Thomas Juner 
(Joyner)." 

These wills give us an interesting glimpse of 
some features of Dunster Church in mediaeval 
times. Before the altar of S. Laurence, in the 
chantry of that saint, hung its lamp. No doubt 
one hung before the altar of the priory church 
as weU. At the end of the aisles lately added 
to the presbytery were the altars of S. Mary, and 
of S. George or the Holy Trinity, before which 
burned lamps continually. In the parish church, 
besides the lamps which burnt before the high 
altar, were the lights of the dead, the devotion 
light, the lights of S. Saviour, S. James, and S. 
Christopher, the Wex silver light, die rood light, 
the lights of S. Nicholas and S. Radegund, and 
perhaps others. 

William Pynson, who died in 141 9, leaves his 
body to be bimed before the image of S. Chris- 
topher in the parish church. 

The following inventory undated, unfortunately, 
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but apparendv belonging to the end of the four- 
teenth or beginning of the fifteenth century, gives 
us an interesting glimpse into the life of Dunster 
people at that time. 

** Inventory of the goods and chattels of John 
Blakebury alias Hurlebusch of Dunsterre which 
were in his house on the day of his decease 
appraised bv trustworthy men of the parish of 
S. George tnc Martyr in the town of Ehmsterre, 
viz. : Robert Gardyner, John Slugge, and Robert 
Paule. 

** He had in money 40 solidi sterling. 
"Item. 2 coverings (cooptoria) for his 

bed 4s. 6d. 

" Item. 3 coverlids or blankets (lodices) 

valu^ at 

*Mtem. 2 pair of sheets- . valued at 
^^ I tern, one napkin (mappa) with one old 

towel (cum uno manetergio vetero) 

valued at 

^^ Item, one dish valued at . 

" Item. 2 paraprides with one salt cellar 

valued at 

*^ Item, a three legged stool valued at . 
'^Item. a javelin with its scabbard 

valued at • . . 
" Item, a table . 
an axe . 

4 quarters of wheat 
4 yy barley 

4 yy oats 

3 » CO™ 

4 bushels of corn 
2 pigs . 

1 table in the mill • 

2 small brass pots . 



"Item. 
" Item. 
"Item. 
"Item. 
"Item. 
"Item. 
"Item. 
"Item. 
"Item. 



valued at 






2S. Od. 

6s. 4i/. 



IS. 3^. 
lod. 

6d. 
Zd. 

Sd. 
Zd. 

2d. 
2 6 J. od. 

21S. od. 

i4f. od. 

20S. od. 

20s. od. 
Zs.od. 

2d. 

Zs.^d. 
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^* Item. I table in the mill . valued at I2^/. 

" Item. I bracinum for the servants 3CW. od. 

Sunmi tot. 1 0/1. 1 5 J. 9^. 

"Given in expenses to feed the neigh- 
bours on the day of his burial for 
much beef and mutton • . .29/. 2d. 

" Item, for spices .... 2od. 

" Item, for the bakers ... id. 

**Item. for the light to burn around 

his body 3^* 4^* 

"Item, oblation 7^/. 

" Item, paid to the Prior of Dunsterre 

to celebrate for his soul . . 2J. 6d. 

" Item, to 3 monks .... y. od. 

" Item, to 5 chaplains . . . 4f- 6^/. 

" Item. In wine .... %d. 

"Item, for boards, nails to make the 

coffin for the body . . .is. 3^/. 

" Item, for one cooking pot to cook the 

meat ••••.. Sd. 

" Item, for 3 cooks to cook the denner 6^. od. 

" Item, paid to the clerk to collect and 
to return the paraprides and plates 

and for tallow candles . . . 2od. 

^^ Item, to the clerk for ringing . . id. 

" Item, to the crier for going round the 

town and for making the grave • id. 

" Item, for washing the garments . 6d. 

" Item, due to John Clarke for rent . 6s. od. 

Item, due to John Holcombe for rent 5^. od. 

" Item, due for the rent of one meadow 4^. od. 

" Itpm. due for the rent of one garden is. 4^. 

"Item, due for the rent of the tene- 
ment of Robert Milward • . is. 6d. 

" Item, due for repair of the house in 

which he lived .... 10s. od. 



c< 
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" Item, due for the repair of John Hol- 

combe's house • • • • 13^- 4^* 

*^ Item, owing for one bracino brasii • y^. od. 

** Item, to John Walshman to the afore- 
said Walter Robyn for corn . . 6s. od. 

^^ Sum of expenses with the debts 9//. 6s. id. and 
there remains 23/. i^/." — 

Dunster Church MSS. 
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Dunster Priory. 

O the north of the church, and 
abutting on it, are the remains 
of the priory which the monks 
of Bath built as a cell of their 
abbey after the church of S. 
George had been given to them 
by William de Mohun and 
Adeliza his wife, c. 1070- 1090. 

The present buildings are but a fragment of 
what the original priory must have been. They 
are in the form of an L. The shorter piece 
looking north appears to have been the refectory, 
or principal room of the priory. It was designed, 
evidently, to be open to the roof which is waggon 
shaped, and has timbers of massive oak planed 
to show. In this room is a stone traceried window, 
not later, authorities state, than c. 1380 ; and in 
the wall near it a large fireplace of somewhat later 
date, with a very hano^mely carved stone chimney- 
piece, was recently found. The carving bears 
traces of colouring and gilding. The room to 
the west may have been the prior's parlour. The 
remains of a large square-headed perpendicular 
window, opening on the churchyard, are still to 
be traced. The longer side of the L appear to 
have been always offices. Just in front of the 
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principal door is a well, now filled up, which is 
said to have been sixty feet deep. A doister ran 
from the priory i^ong the north side of the church, 
perhaps as far as the chapel of S. Lawrence. The 
garden, into which the door in the north transept 
opens, is called in Mr. Luttrell's estate maps 
"The Cloister Court," and one old map shows 
what appears to be a row of pillars running 
parallel with the church. In the churchwardens' 
accounts for the year 1701 is the significant entry, 
** Paid for hauling the timber out of the Cloister 
Court," as though, even at that late date, the dis- 
mantling of the priory and cloister were still going 
on. The seventeenth century fireplace over the 
priory door of the church looks as if an upper 
chamber had been constructed over the cloister 
after the buildings had been secularised. A little 
north-west of the old priory is the prior's barn, a 
large sixteenth century building with massive door 
jambs. Unfortunately it has had of late years to 
be re-roofed. A little to the west is the prior's 
dovecot, a building of thirteenth century date. 
The door and jambs are of great antiquity, and 
within may still be seen one of those revolving lad- 
ders which were used to take the young pigeons 
from the nests. A terrible tragedy is on record 
with regard to this dovecot. It is related that when 
one spring it was full of birds, old and young (it 
would contain quite two thousand), someone shut 
up and forgot to open the window which gave the 
pigeons egress to obtain food for themsenres and 
their voung, and that all the occupants were 
starvea to death 1 

Dunster Priory was never a large foundation, 
and the principal object of the priors of Bath in 
establishing the cell was, no doubt, to have a centre 
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Dunster Priory. 45 

from which the large estates given to the abbey of 
Bath by William de Mohun could be looked aftei" 
and controlled. The prior of Bath seems to have 
signed leases and all important contracts, even to 
have engaged the officials of the priory, such as 
the gatekeeper, etc., and to have granted out 
rooms in the priory buildings at Dunster, and 
board in the priory, without reference, as far as 
we can see, to the prior of that foundation. 

From Two Cartularies of Bath Trioryj Som. 
Record Soc. vol., 1893, and various records con- 
cerning it preserved in the muniment room at 
Dunster Castle, a good deal of information can be 
obtained concerning Dunster Priory. 

Lincoln's Inn MSS.j No. 844, records the grant 
of the large possessions given by Wm. de Mohun 
and Adeliza his wife of the abbey of Bath. The 
document is undated, but John de Villula, the 
bishop of Bath referred to in it, held the see from 
1090 to 1 123, and William Rufus, by whom it 
was confirmed, died in 1 100, so the probable date 
of the deed lies within the ten years from 1090 
to 1 100. 

" Grant by William de Moyne to the church of 
Bath, and John, Bishop of the same, for the health 
of his soul, of the church St. George of Dunsterr, 
and the tithes of the same vill, the vill of Ale- 
comb, and a hide of land, and half the tithes of 
Myneheved, the tithes of Bradewide and Car- 
empton, all the tithes of Niutona, and half the 
tithes of Branfield, the tithes of Stokeland, 
Kylveton, Schyrerveton, Comb, Codeford, and 
Exeford, and also two fisheries, one pertaining to 
Dunster and the other to Carempton, the tithe of 
the horses from the moors. These he gives with 
the consent of Adelyse his wife. Witnesses : — 
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Henry de Port', Durand, dapifer, Ogis, Geronus, 
Walter de Celsui, Robert Flavus, Geoffrey and 
Robert, * my ' sons, Wymund, * my ' brother, 
£do de AltaribuSy William de Hermodvilla, 
Robert, son of Richard, Humphrey de Petre 
Ponte, Ralph, son of Osbern, Herbert de Kent, 
Richard Flavus, Engelrain, son of Ivelin and 
Alexander de Perceo, on the part of William de 
Moyne, and Gyronard, monk, Grebert, priest, 
Dunstan, priest, Gilbert, priest, William, clerk, 
Adelard, dapifer, Turaldus, and Sabinus, on the 
part of the Bishop." — Lincoln* s Inn MS.j No. 844. 

It is interesting to note that two of these 
witnesses, Durand and Ogis, were tenants of 
Wm. de Mohun at the time that the Doomsday 
Survey was taken. 

The charter of William de Moione was con- 
firmed later by Theobald (1139-1161), archbishop 
of Canterbury, and we gather from this document 
that it had also been confirmed by Anselm and 
William Rufus. The document states that the 
charters haying been inspected, ** which showed 
that the Church of Dunster with all belonging to 
it lands tithes and chapels had been given in free 
alms to the monks of Bath — we confirm to these 
monks the aforesaid Church with the lands and 
the tithes of Carhampton and Stockland and 
Kilton and Avill and Staunton and half the tithes 
of Minehead and half the tithe of Exeford and 
others adjoining them by right • . . which to 
them in free alms by the authority of St. Anselm 
Archbishop of Canterbury was confirmed and 
corroborated by the Royal Charter. And shall 
any one unjustly attempt this let him know that 
he will incur the wrath of Almighty God and 
ours."— C. C. C. MS., No. 65. 
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It will be noticed that this charter includes half 
the tithes of Exeford, which donation is not men- 
tioned in the original grant. 

Lincoln's Inn MSS., No. 845, is a confirmation 
of this grant. 

"G)nfirmation by William de Moyne of the 
above charter, adding the bounds of the hide of 
land in Myneheved, viz., from Horstonesdene by 
the way called Wynneweye to Southdounerugg, 
and by the King's highway from Southdounerugg 
to Stoneburye, thence to the water of Malferleg- 
ham, thence by that water to la Mulepoleshev^ 
from Staunton, thence by a crossway, to the ditch 
on the other part of the way, and by that ditch to 
the way which extends beyond the cell next . . . 
(illegible) of Staunton, thence by la Rugges to la 
Merchlane, thence to Wytestone, thence to Yal- 
dych, thence to le Wydepulle, thence to Horssa- 
wold, and thence by the old ditch on the south 
part of the pool to Horscomscumbe. And also 
half the tithes of Mynhafdia, the tithes of Brade- 
wod, Carempton, Newton, half the tithes of firan- 
feld, and the tithes of Stokelond and Kylveton, 
the two fisheries pertaining to Dunsterr and Car- 
empton, the church of Kylweton, the tithes of the 
demesne of Scherevton, all the land of Kyne- 
mordisham, the tithes of Exeford, and the land 
of Avelham, which William de Moyne gave for 
the health of the soul of Ralph de Moyne, and 
also three acres of land at Nordecum in pure and 
perpetual alms. Witnesses : Richard de Moyne, 
Richard de Langham, Richard, son of Richard, 
WiDiam Toeny, Henry Corbet, Ralph and 
William, chaplains, Richard, clerk, and many 
others." 

Many of these points are still to be identified, 
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and the boundary on the west coincides exactly 
with Mr. Luttrell's present boundary, who holds 
the estates formerly belonging to the priory {vide 
author's Minehead). 

The following documents illustrate the relation- 
ship between the abbey of Bath and its cell of 
Dunster, and the uneventful history of the latter 
foundation. 

"Robert Prior of Bath (i 198-1223) grants to 
John le Parsone a certain messuage in Culvet' 
(Kilton) where the house of the priest of Culvet' 
used to be, with a certain croft for the term of his 
life on condition that he renders to the House of 
Dunestorre one pound of cumin per year/' — 
Lincoln's Inn MSS.y No. 56. 

"Thomas Prior of Bath (1223-1261) grants 
Richard le Tort son of Walter le Tort^ one fur- 
long of the vineyard at Timberscombe and Bickam 
belonging to the Priory — on condition of his 
paying a yearly rent charge to the Prior of 
Dunster of loi." — Lincoln's Inn MSS.y No, 241. 

"Walter de Anno Prior of Bath (i 261-1290) 
Grants to John le Barre a piece of ground next 
the garden of the Prior on the east part of the 
cemetery 40ft. x i6ft. to build a house on without 
doors or windows towards the Prior's garden. 
Rent 8//." 

This carefully secluded garden must have been 
the one now belonging to Dunster Castle, which 
adjoins the east side of the churchyard, and from 
which, Sir H. M. Lyte tells us in his admirable 
Dunster and its LordSy " the prior of Dunster was 



I. The le Torts lived at Old Knoll. At an early date their 
estates pasaed by an heiress to the Raleighs of Nettlecombe, and 
from the Raleighs to the Trevelyans, a branch of which family held 
Old Knoll up to the beginning of the eighteenth century. 
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able to send at Christmas, 1405, a bushel of green 
peas as a present to the lady of the castle.'* Here 
the prior of Bath not only grants out the plot of 
ground but receives the rents ; but a little later 
he grants to William le Pope of Dunster and 
Alice his wife a messuage with a curtilage in the 
borough of Dunster, between the holdings of 
Henry Urri and Philip le Cursur, but their rent 
of 2od. is to be paid to the Prior of Dunster 
(B. C, No. 349). Again, the same prior of Bath 
grants to Robert Cocus and Alice Lakempestre a 
house and yard between the holding of Stephen 
Tailor and Ellen la Barr, and an acre of arable 
land between the land held by Alice, widow of 
Adam Tailor, and that of Agatha, widow of 
Rob. Baker, which extends in length to the rabbit 
warren of the Lord of Dunster ; 45. per year to be 
paid to the prior of Dunster. William le Brewer 
and Adam le Cok were given similar ^ants (B. C, 
No. 366). Then we find Thomas Prior of Bath 
(1290- 1 301) granting to Simon de Wynton a 
lodging in ^^his Tthe prior's) house of Dunstor 
as long as he shall live/' (B. C, No. 463), which 
shows the intimate control the prior of Bath had 
over the cell at Dunster. 

1282-83. A long dispute arose between the 
prior of Bath and the vicar of Kilton on one side, 
and the prior and monks of Stogursey on the 
other, concerning the tithes of Shurton.^ Henry 
de Lyncombe is attorney for the prior of Bath, 
Henry de Cumba for Robert de Camyng, vicar of 
Kdveton, and Geoffrey de Tynnoch for John de 
Mulecote, prior of Stogursey. The case was 
tried at Canterbury at great length, and decided 

X. A hamlet in the pariah of Stoguney. 
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in favour of the prior of Bath, the prior of Sto- 
gursey receiving five marks from the prior of 
Dunster, and acknowledging aforesaid tithes to be 
the right of the prior of Bath and the vicar of 
Kilton from the foundation of the priory of 
Dunster (B. C, No. 842). 

In 1292 the prior of Dunster gives half a mark 
for a license to agree with Ralph de SandhuU on a 
plea of land by pledge of Geoffrey de Kalendar. 
The land was in Dovery, Porlock. — Som. PleaSy 
note, p. 202. 

A Utde later the prior of Dimster confesses 
that he is bound to pay Ralph de SandhuU ten 
marks, of which he should pay him five marks at 
mid-Lent in the twenty-seventh year of the king's 
reign, and at the nativity of S. John the Baptist 
five marks, and if he do not he grants, etc. — 
Som. TkaSy p. 211. 

In 1295 an exchange of an acre of land between 
"Brodestyche in length towards Grobbenast," is 
made for an acre of land between the land of 
Michael le Berd and the land of Roger le Blake, 
belonging to Thomas le Paumer, burgess of 
Dunster. The land in this case was close to the 
priory door, but the prior of Bath executes the deed. 

Again, 3 Edw. II. Prior Robert of Bath grants 
out two houses and two acres of land in ^^ the field 
of Dunsterr" to Roger Syward and Edith his 
wife. But in this case the chief rent of 6s. is 
to be p^d to the prior of Dunster. Amongst 
the signatories to this deed appears the very 
ancient Dunster name of Hamdyn. Agdn in 
1300, prior Robert grants out to **Rob. Hamelyn 
of Dunseterr and Joan his wife and their son 
John, three acres of arable land, whereof two 
acres be between la Mersdygh and the land of 
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Walter dc Marisco, and one at Whylestone," pay- 
ing to the prior of Dunster yearly 5J. 

At the same time in the deeds existing in Dunster 
Church the various allusions to the priory estates 
are always described as being the property of 
the prior or priory of Dunster ; and at Dunster 
Castle is a copy of a composition between Thomas, 
the prior of Bath, and the prior of Dunster, for 
the church of Carhampton, settled upon the prior 
of Dunster, with a release of %s. 6d. rent and 
services granted by John de Mohun, lord of 
Dunster, to the prior and monks of Dunster. 

3 Edward III. Prior Robert of Bath grants 
to Robert de Sotton, son of Reginald de Sotton, 
the office of porter in the priory of Dunster. 
(B. C, No. 680.} 

In 1330 the foundation of the prio^ appears 
to have been remodelled, and prior Robert of 
Bath declares by charter that the cell of Dunster, 
founded by Sir John de Mohun and Ada his wife, 
and where the said Sir John is buried, shall con- 
sist of a prior and four brothers. (B. C, No. 
694.) This charter appears to confirm the 
writer's opinion that the old half-buried tomb in 
the priory church was the resting place of this Sir 
John, great benefactor as he was to Dunster 
Church and Priory, and that the fragments of the 
effigy near by are the remains of the figure that 
lay upon it. At the same time prior Robert 
grants to Sir John de Chuebune, chaplain, a 
corrody (fi-ee board with the monks) in the 
priory hall. (B. C, No. 698.) 

The following presentation of the monk, Robert 
de Sutton, to the priory of Dunster, by the prior 
and monks of Bath in 1332, is very interesting. 
His stipend is confirmed in the next year. It 
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will be seen that his power over the monks 
associated with him was absolute, and that a sub- 
stantial retiring pension was promised to him. 

"Omnibus Christi fidelibus presentes literas 
inspecturis, Thomas permissione divina Prior 
ecclesie cathedralis Bathoniensis et ejusdem loci 
Conventus, salutem eternam in Domino. Nover- 
itis nos unanimi assensu et voluntate concessisse 
fratri Roberto de Sutton monacho domus nostre 
Prioratum de Dunsterre pro libito nostro et suo 
gubernandum. Concessimus etiam ei in augmen- 
tacionem status et honoris sui quolibet anno 
viginti libras sterlingorum percipiendas. Vide- 
licet, centum solidos annuatim ad festa sancti 
Michaelis et Pasche de ecclesia de Bruggewalteri 
de annua pensione ecclesie nostre predicte debitos 
ab eadem. Et quinquaginta quinque solidos de 
Shreveton. Et septum sex (sic) solidos et octo 
denarios de porcione camerarii et pitanciarii nostri 
Bathon' apud Karynton. Et octodecim solidos 
quatuor denarios de porcione Camerarii nostri de 
ecclesia nostra de Banton in festo Annunciacionis 
beate Marie, et quatuor libras de scaccario nostro 
apud Bathon' in festo Pasche. Concessimus 
etiam eidem quod possit habere secum socios sibi 
complacentes quos poterit procurare. Et si 
aliquis sociorum apud Dunsterre mittatur qui 
sibi placere non poterit, aut inquietus fuerit, 
volumus quod cum idem frater Robertus hoc 
domino Priori literatorie denunciaverit, sta(t)im 
in fine termini proximi sequentis domum revo- 
cetur, et alius magis quietus et maturus loco sui 
subrogetur. Concessimus etiam quod si idem 
Robertus invalitudine corporis vel senecf pre- 
ventus, aut alia causa racionabili ibidem stare non 
poterit, apud Bathon* sine contradictione quali- 
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cunque revertatur, plenam liberacionem percep- 
turns, quam a predecessore nostro et a nobis 
optinuit, una cum camera quam construxerat, et 
viginti libris a nobis sibi concessis, ad terminum 
vite sue intcgre percipiendis. 

^^In cujus rei testimonium sigillum nostrum 
commune presentibus est appensum. 

^^ Datum Bathon, in domo nostra capitulari, 
xx/iij*° die mensis Octobris, anno Domini milles- 
imo ccc™o xxxij<^o/» — ^gp Ralph's Register y fol. 71. 

Prior Robert de Sutton appears to have had a 
somewhat chequered career. He was probably 
the brother of one John de Sutton who had been 
a benefactor to Bath Abbey ; and John de Sutton's 
influence may have been instrimiental in obtaining 
the priory or Bath for his brother Robert, on the 
death of prior Robert de Clopcote, in Feb. 1332. 
Robert de Sutton was an old man at the time of 
his election, when important affairs connected with 
the monastery immediately claimed his attention. 
Serious maladministration had been practised on 
the Waterford estates belonging to the priory. 
Hugh de Dover, a monk of Bath, had been sent 
to Ireland by Bishop Drokenesford in the hope 
that he would set matters straight, but when he 
found himself in an almost independent position, 
Hugh acted in a way entirely unworthy of the 
trust reposed in him, and so great a notoriety did 
the disorders at Waterford acquire, that the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury interfered, and commanded 
de Sutton to recall Hugh de Dover. De Sutton 
held the priory of Bath but for a short period. 
At the time of his predecessor's death, his (de 
Clopcote's) resignation had been lodged in the 
papal court at Avignon, and although he had died 
before the pope's acceptance of it had reached 
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him, John XXII claimed the right of appointment 
to the vacancy, and presented another or the monks 
of the convent to the priory. De Sutton had, 
therefore, to retire, but he was comfortably pro- 
vided for, as the above document shows, by his 
being appointed prior of Dunster with a pension 
of twenty pounds per year, and permission to take 
with him into retirement any friends he chose. 
Very likely he did not much regret exchanging 
the troubled waters of his high post at Bath for, 
if the less dignified, the quieter retreat of the little 
priory lying peacefully in the beautiful and healthy 
valley of Dunster. 

In 1336, Bishop Ralph of Bath and Wells is 
bidden by the king to obtain payment from the 
prior of Dunster of 4J. ^., being " for the pen- 
sion of the Prior of Dunsterre in the Church of 
Codecombe and Logebere " (Cutcombe and Lux- 
borough). This was the prior's share, on this 
particular head, of the tenth of their revenues 
granted to Edward III by the clergy of the arch- 
deaconry of Taunton at that time, and which the 
poor prior seems to have been unable to pay 
when the archdeacon demanded it of him. ** We 
therefore command you [runs the king's writ] 
that you cause the said sums [there were many 
other ecclesiastical personages in the district who 
also did not pay] to be made from the ecclesiastical 
goods of the debtors aforesaid." — Bishop Ralph's 
Register y fol. 126. 

5 July, 1337- Thomas, prior of Bath, appoints 
Adam de Cheddr' as prior of Dunster, and the 
appointment was ratified in the following August 
by Bernard Cystr', papal nuncio in England. In 
the next year prior Thomas appoints John Hervy 
of Dunster. (B. C, No. 793.) 
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12 Edw. III. "Thomas Prior etc. grants to 
Matilda the widow of Robert Russell of Dunsterr 
a cottage and yard adjoining that which Hawisia 
Batin held of the Prior of Dunsterr situate in le 
West Strete in Dunsterr between the cottages of 
the Prior of Dunsterr on either side." Here the 
prior of Bath grants out the cottage, but it and 
its neighbours are described as belonging to the 
prior of Dunster. 

13 Edw. III. Prior Thomas, etc., appoints 
John de Doreberugg as their principal counsel 
and also as steward of the cell of Dunster. (B. C, 
No. 797.) 

In 1340 Adam de Cheddr' is appointed as 
arbitrator in a dispute concerning the tithes of 
Minehead between the priors of Bath and of 
Bruton. At, the feast of S. Dunstan in the same 
year John of Bruer, the vicar of Kilton, gives his 
bond to prior Thomas for ten marks, and the 
deed is dated at Dunster. (D. C, No. 813.) 

Octave of S. Mich., 1345. John, prior of 
Bath, grants to Adam de Cheddr, chamberlain of 
the church of Bath and prior of Dunster, in con- 
sideration of the sumptuous buildings he has 
made and the many and notable good works that 
he has done, an annual rent of 50J. per year for an 
anniversary. (B. C, No, 876.) Anniversaries, 
or commemorations of the death of some dis- 
tinguished person, were often celebrated with 
much solemnity and ceremony. It was under the 
rule, perhaps, of prior Adam that the priory 
church was first remodelled and the priory en- 
larged and beautified. 

The prior of Bath did not hesitate to charge 
the cell if money was wanted at Bath : e.g.j S. 
Michael the Archangel, 19 Ed. III. Bond by 
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John, prior of Bath, to Sir Alan de Cherleton of 
381bs. of silver to be paid by the prior of Dunster. 
The payment of so large a sum must have sorely 
taxed the resources of the priory. 

In 1345 disputes broke out anew between the 
priors of Bruton and Bath, or Dunster, with re- 
gard to the tithes of such parts of the manor of 
Minehead as the lord held in demesne. Now the 
question was as to who should receive the tithes 
on two-and-half acres of land adjoining la 
Waterlane (the present Avenue) near the sea, 
which the lord had recently purchased. John de 
Pedurton was the attorney for the prior, etc., of 
Bruton, and Rob. de Toulonde, attorney tor the 
prior and monks of Dunster. The representative 
(officialis) of the bishop of Bath and Wells was 
the adjudicator, and his award was in favour of 
the prior and monks of Dunster. Their title to 
the tithes is stated in a subsequent deed. The 
prior of Bruton claimed the tithes as holding the 
parish church of Minehead, but in the second 
award the tithes are definitely conceded " to the 
prior and monks of Bath and the prior and monks 
of Dunster, as parcel of their church at Dunster." 

The early lords of Dunster always looked with 
a kindly eye on the little religious house estab- 
lished beneath their walls. Thus the Dunster 
Castle muniments tell us, 16 Edw. Ill, John de 
Mohun granted a pension of looi. out of his 
borough of Dunster to the prior and monks of 
Dunster and their successors, in pure and per- 
petual frank almoigne, to pray for his soul and 
the souls of his ancestors, and pasturage for all 
their cattle at Cokbrugge,* and twelve loads of 

I. Cowbridge, a hamlet in the parish of Timberscombe. 
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wood yearly out of Marshwood Park — ^ benefac- 
tion which was recited and confirmed sixteen 
years afterwards. 

Again in 31 Edw. Ill, John de Mohun directed 
the bailifF and provost of Dunster to deliver four 
quarters of wheat to the monks of Dunster. Wm. 
de Mohun (in an undated charter) confirmed the 
grants of his grandfather, Reginald, and his father, 
John de Mohun, to the priory and monks of 
Dunster. 

To the above privileges were also added liberty 
to graze all their cattle upon Croydon Hill. 

9 July, 20 Edw. III. Prior John, etc., makes 
a grant to Adam de Bary of Dunster of a collect 
to be said for the souls of his father and mother, 
of a corrody (board at the monks* table), and a 
robe of the suit of an esquire, or ly. 4^. if 
prior did not give robes, the lower chambers next 
the great gate (where, we wonder, did the great 
gate stand ? probably at the north end of the 
present enclosure), an anniversary for his father 
and mother, a cartload of underwood for his 
chamber, the burgage in Market Street where he 
now dwells, one acre of land in Loxeswall, half 
an acre of land in Woggeland (the pasture field 
behind the priory house, the footpath still runs 
across it which, in perhaps Saxon times, gave it its 
name), and half an acre in Bromhey for the term 
of his life. 

Again, 22 Edw. III. John, prior of Bath, etc., 
conveys to the lord, John de Mohun, lord of 
Dunster, and to the lady Joan his wife, all his 
right to a piece of meadow lying in Caremor*, 
containing two acres, which the lord, Reginald de 
Mouhon, formerly lord of Dunsterre, gave to the 
prior, etc., of Bath, and the prior and monks of 
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Dunster, which same two acres abut upon the sea 
and lie between the meadow of the said prior, 
etc., of Bath, and the prior and monks of Dunster 
on the south, and the meadow of the said lord 
John de Mouhun on the north, and extend from 
the meadow of the said lord de Mouhun called 
Hedsacr* to the sea. 

In Jan., 1357, the prior, and monks of Bath grant 
to John Osebern the elder of Stredye a corrody^ 
in the priory of Dunster. In this year also the 
prior and monks of Bath assign to Humphrey 
Stafford, lord of Stafford, in Southwyck, kt., one 
dose of land in Dunster called le Lynche, lying 
next the chapel of S. Michael the Archangel at 
Alcombe on the east. (B. C, No. 40.) 

The priory at Dunster was one of those first 
suppressed at the Reformation. We find Henry 
VIII in October, 1540, leasing all the demesne 
lands, site, and tithes of the priory and cell of 
Dunster therein specified, to John Luttrell of 
Dunster (the brother of Sir Andrew, then owner 
of Dunster), in the co. of Somerset, gent., for a 
terme of twenty-one years, rendering ;^I3 i^s. ^d. 
rent per year. (D. C. M., Box 16, No. 8.) Four 
years later King Henry grants " the reversion of 
the Priory and Cell of Dunster, and the lands 
and tithes thereto belonging, to Humphrey CoUes,' 

irent., his heirs and assigns (reciting the previous 
ease to John Luttrell), to be held of the king in 
capite by knight's service by ye 40th part of one 



1. A corrody was free board and lodging. 

2. The CoUes family had dealt somewhat largely in church 
lands in Somerset. Besides Dunster Priory, they nad obtained a 
grant of the monastic estates on which Barton Grange in the parish 
of Pitminster now stands, and the stately monuments to some of the 
family in Pitminster Church are an index of the wealth that poured 
into them from these doubtful sources. 
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knight's fee and 7i. 4^. annual rent." (D. C. M., 
Box 16, No. 9.) 

The Luttrdl family, as Sir H. M. Lyte suggests, 
were unwilling ^^ that a building which adjoined, 
and apparently included within its precincts, the 
monastic chancel in which several of their ancestors 
lay buried,"^ and an estate which lay contiguous 
to and intermixed with the Dunster Castle lands, 
should pass into the hands of strangers, so Dame 
Margaret Luttrell* determined to buy H. CoUes' 
interest in the priory. In the same year, 1544, 
H. Colles levies a fine to ** Margaret Luttrell, 
widow, her heirs and assigns, of 6 houses, two 
lofts, one pidgeon house, two gardens, 100 acres 
of land, 40 acres of meadow, 100 acres of pasture, 
12 acres of wood, and 40 acres of furze and heath 
in Dunster and Carhampton belonging to ye priory 
of Dunster, for 100 marks of silver (^^66 \y. 4^.) 
paid by the said Margaret Luttrell." (D. C. M., 
Box 16, No. 10.) 

Dame Margaret in the same year does homage 
for the site of the priory or cell of Dunster. 
(Rot. 62, 63, 64.) Two years later, a.d. 1546, 
the king grants a licence of alienation for the con- 
sideration of 22i. to Margaret LuttreU, widow, to 
alienate the priory of Dunster to feoffees in trust, 
t6 the use of herself for life, the remainder to 
Thomas Luttrell her second son, with other re- 
mainders. 

In 37 Hen. VIII (Origin. Rot 84) it is 
stated that John Wyneham and others did homage 
for the site of the late house or priory of Dunster. 
Wyneham is no doubt meant for Wyndham, and 

1. Dunster and its Lords, p. 75. 

2. Dame Margaret Luttrell was a daughter of Sir Thomas Wynd- 
ham of Orchard, and widow of Sir Andrew LuttreU, who died a.d. 
1538. 
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this John Wyndham was probably Dame Margaret 
Luttrell's brother, and one of the feofFees men- 
tioned above. This lady survived her two elder 
sons, and we find her later remonstrating with her 
grandson, George Luttrell, the young squire of 
Dunster, who had been induced when a mere lad 
to agree to marry his cousin Joan, the daughter of 
Hugh Stewkley of Marsh, that if he should marry 
in defiance of her wishes, she would leave away from 
him the priory of Dunster, and so make a ** poor 
gendeman of him."* The young man, however, 
was obdurate, and as soon as he left Cambridge he 
married Joan Stewkley at Dunster, and his grand- 
mother, Sir H. M. Lyte relates, forgot her preju- 
dices and forgave him, and left him " the Priorie 
of Dunster and all the landes and other revenues 
and other profitts belonging to the same.*** 

As Elizabeth's reign drew to a close, the title 
of the Luttrell family to the estate of the priory 
seems to have been questioned by that queen. 

** 28 Eliz. George Luttrell of Dunster enters 
his plea in the Exchequer, reciting the grants of 
King Henry VIII, 7 Nov., Anno 38, of ye Priory 
and cell of Dunster, and licences of alienation 
thereof to Margaret Luttrell, dated i Oct., 16 
Eliz. ; and the King's Attorney, John Popham, 
Esq., acknowledges them to be true, as ye said 
George L. had pleaded." (D. C. M., Box 16, 
No. 17.) It would appear from the dates of the 
deeds here quoted that Dame Margaret had taken 
fresh confirmations of her tide to the priory from 
Henry VIII and Elizabeth. 

During the reigns of James I and Charles I, 
up, perhaps, to the Revolution, the Luttrells kept 

1. DuHsUr and its Lords, p. 8a. 

2. IHd., p. 8i. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



T)unster Priory. 6i 

up the payment of yj. 4^/. per year rent to the 
crown, for which many receipts exist at Dunster 
Castle. 

A considerable portion of the land belonging to 
the priory lay apparently within the parish of 
Carhampton, as in 37 Eliz. George Luttrell leases 
for five years an estate called ** part of the priory " 
in that parish for ^^7 6j. %d. 

It would be interesting to know if Thomas 
Luttrell converted the priory into a dwelling 
house and lived there, but in 1557 he succeeded 
to Dunster Castle on the death of his elder 
brother, Sir John, and the priory appears soon to 
have been dismantled, a great portion of it pulled 
down, and the rest converted into a farmhouse. 

In 1788 the Hon. Daines Barrington exhibited 
at a meeting of the Society of Antiquaries a silver 
seal which had been found near Dunster Castle, 
and which appeared to have been the seal of one 
of the priors of Dunster. On the seal was repre- 
sented a monk kneeling in worship before the 
Virgin and Holy Child, and round the seal was 
the inscription : 

" Philippi scelerata Dilve XPifera. 
" The sins of Philip pardon Mother of God." 

This seal is unfortunately lost. 

A valuation of the estates of the priory made 
in 1 29 1, showed a revenue from rents and offer- 
ings amounting to ;^i8 I3i. 7^., and in 1444 the 
income was stated to be ^^30 13J. 4^/. 

In the Valor Ecclesiasticus, taken 26 Henry 
VIII (1535), there is the following : "Declaration 
of the extent and annual value of all and singular 
the lands and tenements and other possessions. 
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with the tithes, oblations, and other issues, of 
divers benefices and chapels belonging to the 
priory of Dunster, in the name of John Griffith, 
prior of the same, by Sir Andrew Luttrell, knt., 
and Hugh Malet, esq., the King's commissioners, 
and Hugh Trotter and John Plompton, auditors." 

Demesne lands. 

Annual value of the demesne lands in 
the hands of the prior for the 
use of the priory, and valued by 
four lawful men . . .3106 
Out of which there is paid 

In alms annually distributed to certain 
poor persons for the soul of Sir 
John Mohun, knt. ... 68 



IZ 3 10 



Manor of Alcombe. 

Annual rents there . . . . 11 12 
Out of which there is paid 

The fee of William Machyn, 

steward . .100 

The fee of J. Gryme, bailiff 100 

In alms annually distribu- 
ted to divers poor per- 
sons by gift of the 
founders . . . 80 = 28 



Clear ^940 

Perquisites of the courts and other 

casualties .... 10 o 
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Marsh. 
Annual rents there . . . '3 4 

Frakeford. 
Annual rent of two tenements there . 100 

Cutcombe. 
Annual rent of two tenements there . 9 4 



Luxborough. 

Annual rent of two tenements there . 10 o 

Out of which there is paid 
For an annual rent to the lord of 

Luxborough .... 20 

I 8 o 



Cowbridge. 
Annual rent of a tenement there 168 

Dunster. 
Annual rent of nine burgages there • 2106 

WyllaUer. 

An annual chief rent of the heirs of 

By the more there . . • 40 

Minehead. 

Annual rent of a mediety of the de- 
mesne lands and agistments of 
the park there . • . i 10 o 
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Value of the spirituals undermentioned : 

Rectory of Dunster. 

Personal tithes with other casualties .1758 
Out of which there is paid 

To the bishop for procur- 
ations 

For an annual stipend to 
the vicar there 

To the archdeacon for 
synodals • 



Rectory of Carhampton. 

Predial tithes and other casualties . 14 6 8 

Out of which there is paid 
An annual pension to the 

prior and convent of 

Bath • • . 8 10 o 
An annual pension to the 

cathedral church of 

Wells . . .50 0=13 10 o 






7 


5i 






4 


13 


4 









2 


ioJ=5 


3 


8 




Clear £i2 


2 






Clear ^ 16 8 



Rectory of Kilton. 
Predial tithes and other casualties . 2 16 

Stokegomer. 
A pension from the vicar there 7 
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South Wales, Abbey of Neath. 

A pension in Exford, in the county 

of Somerset, per annum . . 30 

Sum total of all the possessions afore- 
said, as well temporal as spiritual 37 4 8 

Tenths 3 14 5I 

The total revenue of the priory would, there- 
fore, at its dissolution have amounted to about 
£iQO of our money. 

Priors of Dunster. 

The following list of priors of Dunster has 
been put together from various sources. 
1274 Martin. — Wells Cathedral fVills^ 57. 
1 30 1 R. — S. R. S., vol. 7, ii 580. 
1308 Walter. — „ „ 560. 
1332 Oct. 24 Rob. de Sutton. — Dugdale. 
1337 Adam de Cheddre. — Corpus Christi MSS. 
1376 John Hervey. — Dunster Castle MSS. 
141 1 Wm. Bristow. — Mentioned in Dunster 

WiUs. 
1425 John Hen ton, monk of Bath, was collated 

by bp. Stafford (the priory of Bath 

being void). 
1447 Thomas Laycock (was appointed prior of 

Bath in 1447). 
1449 Richard. — Dunster Castle MSS. 
1494 John Abyndon. — Somerset IncumbentSy 326. 
1499 Thomas Brown. — Mentioned in Dunster 

Wills. 
1504 Richard Pester. — Mentioned in the will 

of T. Upcot at Somerset House (9 

Holgrave). 
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1525 Thomas Bath. 

1539 Richard Griffith at the date of the sur- 
render of Bath) Jan. 27, 1539. 
Early Dunster wills have frequent references 
to the prior or the priory. Thus Ralph de 
Coggeston, in 1348, leaves to the prior and con- 
vent yearly lod. to celebrate for his soul. In 
1369 Gilbert Scut of Dunster leaves ^s. to Wm. 
Baldyngton, monk, for singing two trentalls,^ as 
well as 25. Sd. to the prior for singing one trentall. 
The name of Robert Bristow, prior of Dunster^ 
appears as one of the parties, together with Sir 
Hugh Luttrell and John his son, to a three-part 
agreement in 141 2. Amongst other parties to 
the agreement are Thomas Garte and Robert 
Northam, etc., of Dunster, "with John Hunte 
cantuarius domini de Donsterre." William 
Pynson in 14 19, too, leaves 6$. Sd. to the prior 
for tithes forgotten, and to each monk "com- 
memorating me to celebrate for my soul," 2S. 6d. 
Two years previously (141 7), Richard Bruton, 
canon of Wells, and at one time vicar of Mine- 
head, a man of much wealth and great local note 
in his time, leaves to the prior and convent of 
Dunster 26s. id. Thomas Upcott of Dunster 
leaves, in 1504, 20i. to the prior of Dunster. 
John Gryme of Frackeford, who died in 1509, 
leaves i2d. each to three monks of the foundation, 
whom he mentions by name, viz. : " Sir John 
Wykys, Sir Thomas Kagnesah, and Sir John 
Assheley, monks " ; and John Conys in the same 
jrear 25. for tithes forgotten to the prior. Again 
in 151 1, Thomas Cadogan, an ancestor of the 
present Lord Cadogan, bequeaths 6s. %d. to the 

I. See note p. 68. 
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prior ; and in 1534 Thomas Skynner 55. There 
are also bequests to the " light of S. Leonard in 
the priory church/* 



Bells. 

The church of Dunster possesses a beautiful 
ring of eight bells. The bells are in fine con- 
dition, and the belfry was some years ago made a 
most comfortable and suitable one for its purpose 
through the liberality of the Rev. J. U. Todd. 
The bells bear the following inscriptions : — 
Treble. Cast by John Warner and Sons, London, 

1875. 
Second. 1679. 

Third. Robert Allercott, Robert Leigh, church- 
wardens. Thomas Bayley, Bridgwater, me 
Fecit, 1744. 
Fourth. John Clement and Richard Busher, 

churchwardens, 1688. R. P. (Purdew). 
Fifth. JefFeries and Price, Bristol, 1853. 
Sixth. Robert Allercott, Robert Leigh, church- 
wardens. Jeremias Davies, clericus. Thomas 
Bayley, Fecit 1744. 
Seventh. Mr. William Kimer, curat. God Save 
the Church, 17 19. Mr. Giles Escott, Mr. 
John Seals, churchwardens. 
Tenor. I to the church the living call 

and to the grave do sommon all. 
George Gale, gent., William Clark, church- 
wardens, 1782. George Davis, Bridgwater. 
Dunster Church possessed a ring of bells from 
a verv early date, and their bells have always been 
an object of special interest to the parishioners. 
The Wm. Pynson mentioned above, as early as 
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A.D. 141 9, bequeathed 405. towards a new bell 
tower, 20i. towards a new bell, as well as half a 
mark towards a new rood loft. In the same year, 
Joan Wedmore of Dunster, widow, gives to the 
bells of Dunster %d. John Wether in 1532 gives 
" my gowne to the reparynge of the bells,** besides 
directing his wife to " geve to the Vicary 35. 6d. 
for to say a trentall^ yf he will say it." In March, 
1533, Adam White of Dunster leaves to ** the 
reparacyon of the bells of Dunster and 4 lights 
my gowne.*' In the same year Rich. Holcumbe 
or the "towne of Dunster'* leaves "to the bell 
iidy Robert Sankyn, also of Dunster, makes 
the same bequest in the same year, as well as 
4J. 4^. to the vicar of Dunster. Joh. Hooper of 
Dunster, in 1533," leaves to the reparacyon of the 
bells a gowne so that 4J. of the price of it be 
geven to the 4 lights of Dunster." John Whyte 
of Dunster, in March, 1534, who appears to have 
been a very well-to-do man, leaves " to the repar- 
acyon of the bells 6s. 8^." 

The existing churchwardens' accounts begin in 
1670, and the first entry is of 4J. 6d. for a bell 
rope. In the next year Rich. Dart is paid £1 ^* 
for a new clapper for the fourth bell, and one 
Robert James takes a contract to keep the said 
clapper in order for a term of seven years for is. 
sterling. In 1677 he is paid 175. for a new 
clapper for the same bell. In 1677 William 
Warman and his two sons receive ;^i 175. lod. 
for work about the third bell ; eight bell ropes 
cost £1 is. In 1680 is an entry of the payment 
for ringing the " courfew " bell. At this period the 

I. A trentall was thirty masses for the dead to be said on thirty 
consecutive days; or on one day if thirty priests could be found to 
say them. 
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ring was already one of eight. In 1679 eight bell 
ropes cost £1 is. In 1684 one of the bells had 
to be recast. 
1684 Paid Mr. Pordie for casting of the 

bell )Cio o o 

paid for 52 pounds of metell aded 

to the bell . . . .1190 
paid for wood to tast the bell and 

cole and caride^e and deving . 14 6 

Additional metal is obtained from Bristol, and 
William Warman and his sons are employed to 
execute the work at Dunster : 

1684 *^Pd- Wm. Warman and his sones for 
taking doune the bell and fFor hanging ofen up, 
1 15. Pd for Beare when they took downe the bell 
IS. Pd for draing of Stones to Conegar for the 
fFornis and caridg is. Paid for caring of clay and 
sand for the fFornis 6s. 6d. Paid for caring of 
bricks for the fFornis 25. 6d. Paid for the caring 
of the bell to loxhol^ and fFor the bringing ofen to 
Church againe 25. Pd for beare when they hung 
up the bell 25. Pd for making the fornis 175. lod. 
Pd beare for workmen 25. Pd to sink the hole 
for ye fornis 15. Pd the expenses in making the 
bargen for the casting the Bell and for making the 
bonde for ye performance ofen one yeare 135. 5^/.** 

1685 ** Pd ye ringers ye 9th July upon ye 
Rout of Monmouth 75. 6^." 

The spirited attempt to do bell casting at home 
does not appear to have been a success, for when 
in 1688 the fourth bell required repair, it was 
sent via Watchet, under care of Jenkin Philpot, 
to Bristol, whence it was returned by way of 
Minehead, and rehung by Wm. Warman. "1688 

X. Loxhall is the name of the bridge which carries the highway 
across the stream near Dunster Park gate. 
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Pd for carriage of the 4th bell to BristoU and 
bringing back 155." In this year came, the re- 
lease of the seven bishops from the Tower, of 
whom Ken, bishop of Bath and Wells, was one, 
and that curious episode the birth of James's sup- 
posed son. Dunster was much excited, and the 
belb seemed to have pealed all day, and for more 
than one day, for we find : " Jidy the ist paid 
the Ringers for ringing for the Bishops and Prince 
of Wales for joy of his birth in meat drink and 
money ^2 5^. 3^/." The repairs to the fourth 
bell were not satisfactory, and again it is taken 
down and sent to Bristol. This time it was re- 
cast. "Pd Mr. Purdew the Bell founder for 
casting the 4th bell the 2nd time with the in- 
crease of metall being 54 pounds at is. per pound 
£12 6j." Then in the following February, the 
bells which had clanged so merrily for the birth 
of a supposed heir to King James, ring out their 
loudest "For Joy of the hapy Arivall of King 
William and Queen Mary in London 175. 6^//* 

In 1703 the tenor bell was found to require re- 
casting. " 1703. Paid for Casting the Tener 
bell Eighteen Pounds and paid for new Mettle 
2qrs. 2aj^lbs. and alowed for waste in melting ye 
old bell icwt. oqrs. 8lbs. in all is icwt. 3qrs. oj^lbs. 
zt£^ per hundred is Twelve pounds five shillings 
sevenpence halfe penny in all is ^^30 5^. 7^^." 
" 1704. Pd. the bellfounder for new casting the 
Bell >f 5. Pd. his advance for mettle 3qrs. 22lbs. 
at 15^. per lb. £6 i2i. 6^/." So tbe total cost of 
recasting amounted to ^^41 i8i. In 17 19 the 
seventh bell was recast at Wellington by a Mr. 
Wroth at a cost of ^i'^ 4J. Candles at the rate 
of 6d. per lb. were allowed to the ringer of the 
bell rung at this period at 4 a.m. daily. In 1743 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Bells, 71 

a contract was made with one Tho. Bajrley of 
Bridgwater for the recasting of three of the bells 
(of which the third and sixth were two) for the 
sum of £60. In 1767 the tenor again gave out. 
The churchwarden goes to Bridgwater to see the 
founder, and in the June of next year Tho. Bayley 
of Bridgwater is paid ^^14 14J. " for Casting the 
Tennor bell and the Little bell with addition of 
Metall and repairing the others." By the year 
1782 the tenor and fifth bell were again out of 
order. The Easter vestry pass a minute that 
they shall be recast (they appear both to have 
been cracked), and Geo. Davis, bellfounder, at 
the Christmas of that year, is paid ^^57 155. for 
casting and hanging them. In 1853 JefJFeries and 
Price of Bristol were paid £/i% lis. lod. for re- 
casting the fifth bell. 

The ring of bells was entirely rehung in 1875 
by Messrs. J. Warner and Sons of London, at 
the sole cost of Mr. Luttrell. 

The following metrical code of belfiy rules dated 
as below is painted on the wall of the chamber : 

THE ARTICLES OF RINGING. 

I. You that in Ringing take delight 
Be pleased to draw Near 
These Articles you must observe 
If you mean to ring here. 

II. And first if any Overturn 
^ell as that he may 
He forthwith for that only Fault 
In Beer shall sixpence pay. 

III. If anv one shall Curse or Swear 

When he come Within the door 
He then shall Forfeit for that Fault 
As mentioned before. 
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IV. If any one shall wear his Hat 
When he is Ringing here 
He straightway then shall sixpence pay 
In Cyder or in Beer. 

V. If any one these Articles 
Refiiseth to Obey 
Let him have nine Stripes of ye Rope 
And to depart Away. 

William Gale, John Withers, 

Churchwardens I77[i] 



Windows. 

I. The large west window (by Clayton and 
Bell) was erected by his parishioners and his many 
local friends, to one who was as deeply as he was 
worthily beloved, the Rev. Richard Utten Todd. 
In the three top lights are represented, reading 
across the window, (i) The Good Samaritan, (2) 
The Annunciation, (3) S. Paul and Onesimus, 

(4) Death of S. Stephen. Below the transome, 

(5) The Publican, (6) S. Mary Magdalene, (7) 
Our Lord blessing little children, (8) Simeon and 
Our Lord. On a brass plate beneath the window 
is the inscription : " To the Glory of God and in 
loving memory of Richard Utten Todd, for 15 
years Rector of Dunster, the stained glass west 
window was placed in this Church by his parish- 
ioners and friends, 1886.'' 

II. Clayton and Bell. In tracery lights, 
angels bearing the symbols of the Passion. In 
the three lower lights is figured the Adoration of 
the Magi, and beneath is the inscription : " To 
the Glory of God and in memory of Charles Ed- 
ward Ledward, of Hill Park, Frankby, Cheshire, 
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born 19th of June, 1846, at rest November 15th, 
1875. Erected by a fellow student of Trin. Coll., 
Cambridge, and Theological Coll., Wells." 

III. Clayton and Bell. In tracery lights, 
angels bearing scrolls inscribed with Alleluia. In 
the three lights below is represented Our Lord's 
Baptism, and below is the following inscription : 
*' To the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Mary Ann Todd. Born Dec. 26th, 1809, ^^^ 
December i6th, 1872." 

IV. Clayton and Bell. In the tracery lights 
are angels bearing scrolls inscribed with Alleluia. 
The subject of the three principal lights is Our 
Lord blessing little children. Underneath is the 
text, ^^ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God," and at the bottom of the window the 
inscription : " To the Glorv of God and in loving 
remembrance of Richard U tten Todd, Rector of 
Dunster. At rest June 23, i886. Dedicated by 
his wife and brothers and sisters." 

V. Heaton and Butler. In the tracery lights 
are angels bearing scrolls with the inscription, 
" He shall give His angels charge over thee." 
The subject of three principal lights. Our Lord 
blessing little children, and beneath are the words, 
^' He took them up in His arms, put His hands 
upon them, and blessed them." At the bottom 
of the window is the inscription : " To the Glory 
of God and in loving memory of Amelia Anne 
Hood, widow of Sir Alexander Hood of Wootton. 
Died at Dunster Castle, 31 January, 1883, ^^ 
84. Dedicated by her daughter, Anne F. Luttrell." 

VI. Plain glass. 

VII. Clayton and Bell. In the tracery lights, 
S. Margaret, S. Catherine, S. Cecilia, S. Agnes. 
The subject of the principal lights is the wise and the 
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foolish virgins. At the bottom of the centre panel 
is a representation of S. Margaret in prison re- 
sisting the tempter. ^* She was," so legend says, 
" thrown into a dungeon, where the great adver- 
sary himself assailed her with his wiles and his 
terrors. The wiles which her simplicity of heart 
penetrated she despised. And when at last he 
rushed on her in the form of a terrible dragon 
breathing out sulphurous flame, she vanquished 
him by holding up before him the cross." Below 
the window is the inscription : ** To the Glory of 
God and the beloved memory of Emma Louisa, 
the widow of Francis Fownes Luttrell. Born 
1798, died 188 1. And of Augusta Margaret, 
their eldest daughter. Born 1825, died 1880." 

VIII. Small window, plain glass. 

IX. South transept window, plain glass. 

Priory Church. 

X. Grisaile glass.^ In the left hand principal 
light, (i) Luttrell impaling Hill, and below, (2) 
Luttrell impaling Wyndham. Middle light, (3) 
Luttrell. Right hand light, (4) Luttrell, bearing 
on an escutcheon of pretence Hadley quartering 
Durborough. (5) Luttrell impaling Stukely of 
Somerset. 

XI. Left hand light, (i) Luttrell impaling 
Courtenay, (2) Luttrell impaling Beaumont. 
Middle light, (3) LuttreU. Right hand light, 
(4) Luttrell impeding Audley, (5) Luttrell im- 
paling; Courtenay of Powderham. 

XII. Clayton and Bell. In the tracery lights 
are angels worshipping. The subject of the three 

I. The griaaile windows in Uie priory church and chapels are by 
Mr. Drake of Exeter. 
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lights above the transome is the Ascension. Be- 
neath the panels is the text, ^* I ascend unto My 
Father and your Father, and to My God and 
your God." On the three lights below the tran- 
some are represented, (i) Christ's burial, (2) the 
Resurrection, (3) the meeting with Mary in the 
garden. Beneath is the inscription : *^ To the 
Glory of God and the beloved memory of Mar- 
garet Fownes Luttrell, born Oct 8, 1784, died 
June 14, 1858. Harriet Fownes Luttrell, born 
Sept. 19, 1788, died April 6, 1870. 

" Thomas Fownes Luttrell, vicar. Born Sept. 
II, 1794, died Dec. 17, 1871." 

XIII, XIV, XV, XVI. Four smaU lancet 
windows, one (found in the wall at the restora- 
tion) unglazed, the rest grisaile glass. 

XVII. East window. Clayton and Bell. The 
three top panels. Our Lord in glory, and below 
are martyrs with palnis, and kings and prophets 
worshipping. The middle three panels contain a 
crucifixion, with S. Mary and S. Joseph worship- 
ping. In the lowest part of the window are six 
small panels with scenes from Our Lord's Passion 
and Renunciation, and beneath is the inscription : 
" To tl>e Glory of God and in memory of Francis 
Fownes Luttrell. Died January 4, 1862. Aged 
$9, This window was erected by his Widow and 
ChUdren." 

Lady Chapel. 

XX, XXI, XXII. The quarries of windows 
XXI and XXII have a design of an abbot's 
crosier, with the name of Abbot Donesterre of 
Cleeve on a scroll across it, copied from an old 
quarry in window XXVI. 

XXIII. Transept window, plain. 
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XXIV, XXV. Plain glass. 

XXVI. The centre panel has a border of old 
glass of fifteenth century date. On it are figured 
an angel's head, an abbot's mitre, a bishop's mitre, 
etc. On one contemporary pane in the window 
is represented an abbot's crosier, and across the 
crosier is the legend "W. donesterre Abbas de 
Cliva." This abbot was very likely a Dunster 
man, educated, perhaps, as a boy by the monks 
of Cleeve, and in later days a benefactor to the 
church of his native town.^ It is quite possible 
that he contributed largely to, perhaps built alto- 
gether, the north aisle, where this single pane re- 
mains to preserve his memory. In this window, 
probably up to the time of the restoration, was 
a painted head of S. James. A fragment of the 
hat with the three escallop shells now alone re- 
mains. It has been set in a somewhat careless 
fashion lengthways in the border. 

XXVII, XXVIII. Plain glass. 

Monuments. 
On the floor of South Aisle. 

I. South aisle. Close to the font is to be 
found the oldest brass in the church. Under a 
male and female figure in the dress of the period 
is the following inscription : 

" Of y6 charite pray for the soules of John 
Wyther et Agnes his Wyf et John Wyther ther 

I. Savage considers that this abbot was William Seylake, who 
was instituted in 1419, and that he took the name of Dunster from 
the place of his birth. Seylake or Sellick is a very old name in 
West Somerset, and the family held of old times much land in oar 
district. 
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eldest sone, whose bodp Restyeth under this 
stone Anno diii millmo cccclxxxxvij® penultimo die 
Septebris expectando generalem resurrecc'onem 
mortuo^ et vita eterna. Amen." 

The Wyther or Wither femily seem to have 
lingered on in the parish until the b^inning of 
the last century. 

Savage tells us that in his time another brass 
near at hand bore the following inscription : 

"Anagr. Amaror. Amoris. 

Hue. Modo. Tunc lUuc. Passim. 

Vestigia Flectes. 

Ast. Hie. In -Sternum. Siste Maria Pedem 

Ne. Dubites. Dubitur Quicquid. 

Deerat. Tibi. Virgo. 

Despice. Mortalem Conjuge. 

Digna Deo." 

but this brass does not now exist. 

2. South aisle. ^* Sacred to the memory of 
Mary the beloved wife of John Harvey who died 
the 29th July 1 806 aged 40 years. Also to the 
memory of the above John Harvey who died the 
6th of October 1833 aged 77 years. 

Hark what the voice of heaven proclaims 

For all the pious dead 
Sweet 's the remembrance of their names 

To Christ their souls are fled.'* 

3. " Sacred to the memory of Thomas Abra- 
ham Surgeon. He practised in this town during 
a period of nearly forty years and died on the 
2nd Sept. 1828 in the 62nd year of his age." 

4. *' P. M. D. Hie intumulatus jacet Ricardus 
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Blackford generosus obiit z^ die Februury 1689 
circiter annum 65 setatis suoe. 
^^Siste gradum properans, et mortem meditare 
ferocem, 

Non fugit imperium ulla corona suum. 
Si virtus, probitas, vel cultus mentis adornans, 

Quemlibet armaret, non moriturus erat, 
Clarus erat patrise legibus, sincerus amicis, 

Nulla ferent talem secla futura virum." 

Arms of Blackford. Arg. between three stars 
or a chevron gules. 

The Blackford family was destined to rise to a 
position of great affluence and importance in 
Somerset. As early as 1630 one Richard Stodden 
alias Blackford is named in a fine of lands taken 
from Francis Fortescue.* He may have been the 
father of Richard Blackford, who in 1667 acquired 
one third of the manor of East Luccombe from 
Sir P. Fortescue, Bart., and who is described as 
an attorney of the King's Bench.' It is this 
Richard Blackford, there can be litde doubt, this 
brass commemorates. The family built and lived 
in the old house at Dunster formerly called " The 
Hall." To Richard's son, William, Sir John 
Sydenham of Brympton, in 1694, sold the manor 
of Bossington. A litde later Mr. William Black- 
ford purchased the Holnicote estate from Mr. 
William Martyn, who had succeeded to it under 
the will of his uncle by marriage, Mr. Charles 
Steyning, the last of the Sel worthy family of that 
name. He was succeeded by his only son, 
William, who married Henrietta, daughter of 

X. History of Peart of West Somerset, p. 137, note. 
2. Ibid., p. 135. 
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Mr. Joseph Collett of Hertford Castle. This 
lady died, as the monument to her and her hus- 
band in Selworthy Church records for us, when 
only twenty-three years of age, September 13, 
1727, leaving an only child, a baby daughter, 
just one year old. Mr. Blackford only survived 
his wife three years, and died in March, 1730. 
He left his little daughter his sole heiress, and 
committed her to the guardianship of his '^ sister 
Leeds,** the wife of Edward Leeds, a London 
barrister. Mr. Blackford especially directed that 
^^ Nurse Carter ** should be retained to look after 
the poor little orphan. But the child was very 
probably naturally delicate, and even nurse Carter's 
care was unavailing. She died in December, 
1733, and was buried in the family vault under 
Selworthy Church. 

On her death, the Blackford estates reverted to 
her two great aunts, Sidwell and Elizabeth, the 
daughters of the Richard Blackford, of whose 
brass we are speaking. Elizabeth had married 
Edward Dyke of Fixton in the parish of 
Dulverton, and Sidwell Thomas L^ke, the 
younger brother of Edward. Mrs. Sidwell 
Ehrke's son, Thomas, married his first cousin, 
Nlary, the daughter of Edward and Elizabeth 
Dyke. Mr. Edward Dyke's two sons died with- 
out children, and Mr. Thomas Dyke's only child, 
Elizabeth, eventually came into the accumulated 
estates of this wealthy family. She married, in 
Jan., 1 74 1 -2, Sir Thomas Acland, Bart., whose 
descendants now represent the Blackford family. 
It is said that Lady Acland brought into settle- 
ment estates in fifty parishes. Of late years a 
good deal of the Blackford property in Dunster 
parish has passed, by exchange with the late Sir 
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Thomas Adand, to the present Mr. Luttrell. A 
pedigree of the Blackford family will be found in 
Chancellor Chadwyck-Healey*s admirable History 
of Part of West Somerset, a book all persons inter- 
ested in West Somerset should possess. 

Thomas Dyke, who lived at Tetton in the 
parish of Kingston, married, as his second wife, 
Margaret, daughter of Sir John Trevelyan, Bart., 
and the widow of Alexander Luttrell of Dunster 
Castle. Mrs. Dyke had one only child by her 
first husband, Margaret, who married, in 1747, 
Mr. Fownes of Nethway. It is a curious fact 
that at one time there should have been living in 
the little parish of Kingston, and apparently in 
the same house, two of the greatest heiresses that 
perhaps Somerset has ever possessed — Miss Eliza- 
beth Dyke, with her multitudinous manors, and 
the owner of the great honour of Dunster, Miss 
Margaret Luttrell. 

5. On the floor of the north aisle. Brass. 
" Here lyeth the body of Mary Blackford (daugh- 
ter of Richard Blackford gent, and Elizabeth his 
wife) who departed this life the 22nd day of June 
1669 and in the 12th yeare of her age. 

Short was her life, Long was her payne 
Great was our loss. Much more her gayne." 

6. A brass divided into three contains the 
following inscription : " Edward son of William 
Sealey and Mary his wife died ye 7th day Feb. 
1693, aetatis suoe 3^ Justine ye mother of 
William Sealey died ye 5th daye of April 1695 
aetatis suoe 8 1 . Elizabeth ye daughter of William 
Sealey and Mary his wife died ye 24th June 1696 
aetatis suce 3® Memento mori. Mary ye wyfe 
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of William Sealey died ye 9th daye Nov. 1702 
anno aetatis 44 conubii vero 23^ Mary ye wife of 
Francis Chaplyn and daughter to WUliam Sealy 
and of Mary his wife departed this life ye 4th 
daye of Dec. anno domi. 1737 aged 57. 

" William the son of William and Mary Sealey 
died ye 28th daye of Aprill anno domi 1705 
aetatis suoe 23. Elizabeth the daughter of Francis 
Chaplyn and Mary his wife departed this life ye 
6th ot May 1788, aged 80." 

On the tower wall, opposite the priory door, is 
a marble monument with the following inscrip- 
tion : 

" Sacred to Memory. 
Near this place were deposited the Relicts of 
Revd. Thomas Question who was many years 
Curate of this Parish. Born the 15 th September 
1702. Buried the 14th October 1738. This 
tribute of respect is erected to his memory by 
his Grandson Mark Long of Taunton in this 
County." 

And below it another monument thus in- 
scribed : " Sacred to the Memory of John 
Williams who departed this life Novr. the 19th 
1 806 aged 50 years. 

" Also Jane Williams wife of the above John 
Williams who departed this life October the loth 
1833. Aged 74 years." 

On a brass just without the altar rails is the 
following inscription : " Sacred to the memory of 
the Rev. George Henry Leigh who was Perpetual 
Curate of this Parish upwards of fifty years. He 
died universally esteemed and respected on the 
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deventh day of August in the year of our Lord 
1 82 1 in the seventy-second year of his age, 

** Also in remembrance of Ann wife of the Rev. 
G. H. Leigh who died i ith August 1831. Aged 
82 years." 

At the east end of the north aisle there is a 
brass with the following inscription engraved round 
it : ** Here lyeth ye body of Edward Poyntes 
Gentleman whom God hath taken to his mercy 
the XXIV of June 1583/* Within the border is 
engraved : ** Prudence yc daughter of Giles 
Poyntes and of Anne his wife who dep^ this life 
on ye 3rd day of June 1716 in the 19*^ year of 
her age Memento mori Here lyeth ye body of 
Mary Clark ye wife of Luke Clark of London 
and daughter of Giles Poyntes Gent, and Anne 
his wife who departed this life ye 29*** day of 
Sept. in ye 32 year of her age. Anno Dom. 
1726. 

** Here lyeth the body of Elizabeth ye Daugh- 
ter of Giles Poyntes Gent. ob. May 24 1729. 
^tat35."^ 

Savage, writing in 1830, tells us of the follow- 
ing monuments which have now disappeared : 

** Here lyeth the body of Mary ye daughter of 
John Norris, late customer of Minehead, who 
dyed 22 of March, 1673/* 

He found also three ancient slabs with crosses 
incised on them, the memorials, probably, of some 
of the priors. 

I. Mr, C. H. Samson informs the writer that this inscription 
was originally found carved on the ancient stone altar slab now 
used as the altar of the priory church. The stone had been used 
as a floor slab, but the accustomed hve crosses were visible on it. 
The inscription was copied on the brass mentioned above before 
the stone was reset as the altar slab of the priory chorch. 
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In the nave he tells us of stones with the 
following monumental inscriptions : 

" Mrs. Mary Parker, May 14, 1799, aged 87.** 

"Betty, wife of John Clement, May 10, 1774, 
aged 37. Henry Clement, March 13th, 1704." 

"Mary Wilkins, Feb. 5, 1798/* 

"Margaret Blake, August 25, 1792, aged 82." 
"Robert Giles, March 12, 1703- Elizabeth, 
his wife. May 5, 1705." 

"Nathaniel Ingram, March 7, 1749, aged 65.*' 

"Elizabeth Sharp, July 11, 1769, aged 55. 
Ann Wheddon, daughter of Elizabeth Sharp, 
Feb. 19th, 1803, aged 66'' 

"Elizabeth Bond, buried Dec. 28, 1791, aged 

93." 

"Geoi^e Rawle, Oct. 15, 1799, aged $6% 
twenty-seven years clerk of this church.' * 

Entering within the smaller screen into the 
south aisle of the priory church, we find several 
interesting monuments. 

I. The first is a marble monument on the 
wall to one Mrs. Anne Luttrell. At the top of 
the monument are the arms of Luttrell, bearing 
on an escutcheon of pretence Stuckley of Devon- 
shire ; the inscription runs as follows : 

" Hie Jacent Cineres 

Annae 

Dilectae Uxoris Francisci Luttrell 

filias et haeredis 

Caroli Stucley de Plymouth armigeri 

Quam post breve sed felicissimum spatium vitae 

Conjugalis, Mors immatura abstulit : 

I. All these stones were taken up when the flooring was renewed 
at the restoration of the churchy and only the last two now exist. 
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Vixit 

Grata, Amicis benigna Pauperibus Omnibus cara 

. Obijt 

Omnibus deflenda 

30^ die Octobris 1731^ -SItat 21^ 

Relinquens unicam filiam 

Spem et Solamen 

Conjugis mcestissimi/* 

2. A brass on the floor : " Here lyes buried 
ye body of that virtuous gentlewoman Elizabeth 
the Wife of Hugh Stewkely of Marsh Esquire, 
the daughter of Richard Chamberlayn, of Londo, 
Alderman, Whoe lived a wydowe x yeres and 
died ye xix of September 1598, beinge of the age 
of 56 yeres levinge behinde her by her sayd hus- 
band 2 sonnes and 4 daughters, Thomas and 
George. Tho. maried Elizabeth sole daughter 
and heire of John Goodwyn, eldest sonne of &■ 
Jo. Goodwyn of Wooborne in ye countie of 
Bucking, knight, Joane ye wire of George 
Lutterell of Dunster Castle Esquire, Suzan 
maried unto Henry Drury of Hugeley in ye 
county of Bucking. Esquire, Margaret and Vrsula 
unmaried." 

Blazoned on the brass is the following coat of 

arms : 

(Baron) quarterly, ist and 4th. Stewkley of 
Marsh co. Som. 2nd and 3rd. Luttrell. 

(Femme) quarterly, ist and 4th. Chamberlayn, 
London. 2nd and 3rd. On a chief two 
eastern crowns. (Name unknown.) 

3. A very stately marble monument which 
originally stood on the south side of the chancel in 
this church. Beneath a canopy are four figures, 
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three of which are recumbent, while the fourth is 
kneeling. Above the monument there are three 
coats of arms. On the left side Luttrell ; in the 
middle Luttrell quartering Hadley ; on the right 
Luttrell empaling Popham of Somerset. On a panel 
beneath the figures is the following inscription : 
** Here lyeth the body of Thomas Luttrell Esquire 
who departed this lyfe in sure hope of a most 
joyfiil resurrection the 16 day of Jan^ An^ Dom. 
1570 an° 13 of Elizabeth late Queene of England 
and being then high sheriff of the countie of 
Somerset and one of the youngest sones of 
Andrew Luttrell knight the sayd Thomas being 
lawfiilly married unto Margaret Hadley daughter 
and sole heir of Christopher Hadley of Wythy- 
combe in the sayd county, esquire, by whom he 
had issue 3 sones and 3 daughters, George John 
Andrew 3 daughters vidz Vrsula Margaret and 
Mary the which Andrew Vrsula and Margaret 
dyed without any issue of their bodyes/' The 
corresponding panel is vacant. 

It will be observed that the inscription speaks 
of Thomas Luttrell having been '* lawfully 
married " to Margaret Hadley. The allusion is 
to a curious episode in his history. We will 
leave to Mr. Chester-Master to relate it for us. 
"*East Quantock's Head, Somerset. 1560, 
Aug. 7. Thomas Luttrell, Esq., and Mrs. Mar- 
garet Hadley married.* This was probably the 
last instance in England of the remarriage of two 
persons who had been divorced on the score of 
spiritual relationship within the prohibited degrees. 
Thomas Luttrell, a cadet of the Luttrells of 
Dunster Castle (as stated above he was the second 
son of Sir Andrew Luttrell, and succeeded to the 
honour of Dunster on the death of his dder 
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brother, Sir John, in 1551), had been, in the lax 
reign of Edward VI, contracted to Margaret 
H^ejr, the infant heiress of Withycombe, not- 
withstanding that she was the god-daughter of his 
mother, Dame Margaret Luttrell, which made 
them in the eye of me church spiritually related 
as brother and sister, and canonically incapable of 
marrying each other. The bride came to her fiill 
age in the reign of Queen Mary, when the law of 
the church was not to be broken with impunity ; 
and a sentence ot divorce and excommunication 
was pronounced against the offenders. Pope 
Paul IV was appended to for a dispensation, and 
was not inexorable, for divorces on this ground 
were a scandal which was then engaging the atten- 
tion of the reformers of the Council of Trent. 
By the pope's order the culprits were, in Novem- 
ber, 1558, released fi-om the sentence of excom- 
munication by the cardinal of St. Angelo, the 
grand penitentiary, on condition of their cele- 
brating a new marriage in the face of the church. 
The marriage, however, did not take place until 
after the (Roman) Githolic bishop of Bath and 
Wells had been deposed fi-om his see for refusing 
to take the Oath of Supremacy to Queen Eliza- 
beth, when, in order to avoid all questions of 
illegality, the previous contract and proceedings at 
Rome were ignored, and the bride was married by 
her maiden name.*' — Parish Registers^ pp. 28, 29. 

4. Under the east window of the south aisle 
is an incised slab which formerly lay in front of 
the high altar of the priory church, to the memory 
of the Lady Elizabeth Luttrell mentioned above. 
She married as her second husband Thomas 
Mallet of Enmore. The figure has a canopy 
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over her head, and round the edge the following 
inscription : ** Orate queso pro aia dnc Elizabeth 
Lutterell que obiit primo die mensis Septembris 
anno dni Millio CCCC^ nonagesio tertio. Nunc 
Xpe te petimus miserer qs qui veisti redime 
paitos noli dampnare redemptos." The first 
division of this inscription is obvious. The latter 
clause may be read : ** Nunc, Christe, te petimus, 
miserere : quaesumus qui venisti redimere per- 
ditos, noli dampnare redemptos." In English 
thus : ** Pray, I beseech you, for the soul of the 
Lady Elizabeth Luttrell, who died September the 
1st, in the year of our Lord 1493. Now, O 
Christ, we pray thee be mercif\il ; we beseech 
Thee Who hast come to redeem the lost, do not 
condemn those whom thou hast redeemed." 

This lady was Elizabeth, the wife of Sir James 
Luttrell, knt., who was mortally wounded in the 
second battle of St. Albans, 1461. She was the 
daughter and heiress of Sir Philip Courtenay 
(eldest brother of Sir Edward Courtenay, of Hac- 
combe, who, in i Henry VII, became earl of 
Devonshire), and aunt of William Courtenay, 
earl of Devonshire, who married a daughter of 
King Edward IV.^ 

5. Within the priory church itself is the effigy 
of a woman lying beneath a beautiful canopy of 
the Decorated Period. Much controversy has 
arisen about this tomb. Tradition assigns it to 
the Everard hmly. Leland says of it, ** thereby 

z. It will be observed that nine holes arranged in a design have 
been made on this stone. They were made for the old English 
game of " Nine Holes." And on this once great lady's tombstone, 
during the generations in whose times the priory chnrch was on- 
cared for, the jrouth of Dunster were accustomed thus to amuse 
themselves. Stc transit gloria mundi I 
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lay an image of one of the Everardes, gendemen, 
first there set up by the Moions, yn token whereof 
they had a parte of the Castelle to defende by 
service : the image lyeth now bytwixt ij arches or 
Boteres in the Chirchyarde." Collinson mentions 
it as " the figure of one of the domestics of the 
Luttrell fiimily," a fanciful conjecture which has 
neither proof nor likelihood. He also, copying 
apparently from Leland, speaks of it as lying be- 
tween two buttresses or arches in the churchyard. 
Collinson could hear in his day of no tradition 
even of an Everard monument in the church- 
yard, nor is it likely that a monument would have 
been erected between two arches there. Walcot 
tells us in support of the Everard ownership of 
this tomb : *^ On the south side is a beautiful Late 
Decorated canopy over the effigy of a lady of the 
family of Everard, probably the one mentioned in 
the indenture, March 5, Henry VI, 1427, made 
with John, prior of Dunster, to maintain the anni- 
versary of Patrick Everard and Joan his wife, on 
the morrow of St. George the Martyr, from the 
rents of an acre of ground called Pitaker, on the 
north side of the Prior's apple orchard, and a 
cottage and court, and a half-acre of land in 
Mensthetown, by Dunster : every monk present at 
the service was to receive 4^. ; the clerk of the 
church for the knell id. ; and the town crier 
(praeco) for proclaiming the anniversary through 
the town, i^/." (Dunster MSS., No. Ixxxi.) But 
that eminent antiquary. Sir H. M. Lyte, is probably 
right in considering the monument to have been 
erected to the memory of one of the fiimily of 
De Mohun, perhaps to that of the Lady Avice or 
Hawys de Mohun, the wife of Reginald de 
Mohun, Earl of Somerset, who (the earl) died in 
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TRADITIONALLY ASCKIBKD TO THE EVKRAKU FAMILY, BUT MORE PROBABLY THAT OF ONE OF THE 
DE MOHUNS, PERHAPS OF LADY HAWYS DE MOHUN, FIRST WIFE OF 
REGINALD DE MOHUN EARL OF SOMERSET. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Monuments. 89 

1257. One of the towers of Dunster Castle was 
still called " Dame Hawis Tower " in the fifteenth 
century. 

6. There have also been many opinions about 
the stately monument which stands between the 
high altar of the priory church and the chapel of 
S. Lawrence. Savage speaks of it as being in his 
time greatly mutilated. He says, ** In the chapel 
of this chantry, which is on the north side of the 
old church, there is an ancient table monument, 
under a canopied arch, on which lie the recumbent 
effigies, greatly mutilated, of a knight and his 
lady of the Mohuns. These effigies are of alabas- 
ter, procured from the beds of that stone near 
Watchet/ The figure of the knight is almost 
destroyed, so that only the bust and part of the 
lower limbs remain. He wears a helmet, around 
which is a garland of vine leaves, ^ and so,' says 
Leland, 'were lords of old time said to be 
buried.* The lady lies at his left hand, and is 
represented in a close boddice, with a loose robe, 
and a reticulated head dress, with her feet resting 
on a dog, the emblem of nuptial fidelity. The 
whole is unfortunately so much broken and 
decayed as totally to preclude a minute descrip- 
tion. The knight I conjecture to be John de 
Mohun the second, as in the account of the pos- 
sessions of the priory there is the sum of 6s. %d. 
charged as being annually distributed in alms to 
certain poor persons for the soul of John de 
Mohun." 

Here, however, again Savage is no doubt mis- 

z. Savage is prohably wrong in this particolar. The material 
is very unlike the Blue Anchor alabaster. In fact, if we may trust 
Gerard, the Blue Anchor alabaster was not worked until the be- 
ginning or middle of the seventeenth century. 
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taken and Sir H. M. Lyte no doubt right in 
assigning the monument to that great noble, the 
first Sir Hugh Luttrell. 

Sir H. M. Lyte says, " A monument was 
erected to his mempry on the north side of the 
high altar, in the thickness of the wall that separ- 
ated the chancel from a small outlying chapel. 
Two of the lancet windows that formerly gave 
light to the chancel were blocked up to make 
room for it, and the northern chapel was about 
the same time rebuilt in the Perpendicular style. 
The only evidence indeed of the existence of an 
earlier chapel on the site is a massive stone altar, 
which can hardly be later than the first part of the 
thirteenth century. There are fiiir grounds for 
believing that this was *the lower chapel of St. 
Lawrence,' mentioned in the agreement of 1254 
between Reginald de Mohun and the prior and 
convent of Bath. The effigy of Sir Hugh Luttrell, 
beautifully carved in alabaster and relieved with 
gilding, shows him accoutred in plate armour. 
The arms and legs have been broken off, and 
other parts have been shamefully mutilated. On 
the left side of this effigy lies that of Lady Catherine 
Luttrell, also wanting the arms and much defaced. 
The lady is represented as wearing a sideless dress, 
through the openings of which may be seen the 
girdle of the kirtle, and over all a mantle, fastened 
in front by cords which pass through open * ferme- 
ules ' or loops. A long veil hangs down from the 
top of the head." — Dunster and its Lords^ p. 55. 

Half covered in by the tomb, and evidently 
built when the floor of the church was of a lower 
level, is a plain arch of a thirteenth or fourteenth 
centurv date, beneath which, no doubt, once lay a 
recumbent figure. Here may have reposed the 
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Sir John de Mohun of whom Savage speaks, and 
the helmeted head and the feet lying on Sir H. 
Luttrell's tomb, and found some years ago in the 
churchyard, may well be all that is left of the 
effigy. At all events the helmet is of that date. 

In the churchyard are many early and interest- 
\ng inscriptions, alas ! rapidly perishing. The 
foDowing have been copied by Mr. Ludlow of 
Dunster. 

1. "Jane the wife of George Dolbridge who 
Departed this life the 11 Day of November 1699. 
^tatis Suas 49." 

2. "Sacred to the memory of John George 
Park-Keeper at Dunster Gistle for upwards of 27 
years, who died the 3rd of July, 1831. Aged 73 
years. He was respected and esteemed as an up- 
right and Diligent Servant, and in remembrance 
of his long and faithful Services this Stone is 
erected by the family at Dunster Castle.** 

3. " Here lyeth the Body of John Shenton of 
this Parish who departed this life July ye 19th 
1715. Aged 58 years/* 

4. " In Memory of Robert Withers of this 
Parish who died February 9th 1778. Aged 82 
years. In Memory of Ann the Wife of Robert 
Withers who was buried Jan'y 3 1750. Aged 49 
years. Also of Sarah his second Wife, who was 
Buried Sep. 8 1777. Aged 75 years. Also in 
memory of Four sons and one daughter of the 
above Robert Withers and Ann Withers.** 

5. " Mary ye Wife of Nathaniel Ingram dyed 
8th day of August 171 6, aged 30 years. Eliza- 
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beth his daughter dyed ye 19th day of April 17 13. 
Aged 1 1 months. John his son dyed ye 23 day 
of May 171 6 aged to {sic) monthes. Memento 
Mori." 

6. " In memory of Morgan Thomas who de- 
parted this life the 23 of September 1723, aged 
33 years. Also Jane his daughter dyed ye 14 of 
October 1721, aged i year." Here follows an 
ill^ible verse. 

7. " In Memory of John Stephens who died 
July the 2nd 1752. Aged 52 years. And Eliza- 
beth his wife who died Sep*' the 29th 1747. 
Aged 46 years." 

8. "In Memory of WiUiam the Son of 
William Clarke of Allcombe in this Parish, who 
departed this life May the 21st 1772. Aged 23 
years. 

" My Parents Dear did Love me Well 
Their Grief is Great no Tongue can tell 
But with the Blessed Angels now I live 
Do not Therefore dear Parents grieve." 

9. " Here lyeth ye Body of Mary Clarke who 
departed this life October ye i6th in ye 40 yeare 
of her age 1697." 

10. Here Lyeth ye Body of Jone ye wife of 
Thomas Rice who departed this life february ye 
17th 1703.*' 

11. "Here lyeth the Body of Katherine the 
wife of John Morkham who dyed Nov. the 1 9th 
1692. 

" My glasse is run*d my time is past 
So thou that liveth must dye at last." 
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12. ** Sc 1706 aged 

30 years. 

*^ deths steps are swift yet no noise it makes 
its hand outstretched is yet nor e'er denial takes/' 

13. *' In Memory of Elizabeth Wilkins the 
wife of James Wilkins of Sampford Brett who 
died in hope of a Blessed Resurrection the 6th 
Febnr 1777. Aged 63 years. 

** Weep not for me my Husband And Children dear 
I am but for a time confined here 
When Trumpets sound and Christ for us shall 

call 
I hope in Heaven to meet you all." 

14. **In Memory of John Nicholes Sen' of 
this Parish who departed this life the 13 day of 
March 1758 in the 72 year of his age. 

" By sin came Death which brought us to ye 
Grave 
By Christ came Life our Sinful Souls to 



save." 



15. " In Memory of John Atkins who died 
October 4, 1794, Aged 85 years, also Betty his 
wife who died November 171 762, Aged 40 years. 
Also in Memory of Robert the son orjohn Atkins 
who died January 25, 1802. Aged 58 years." 
** Afflictions sore long time I bore 
Physicians was in Vain 
Till God was Pleased, Death should me seize 
To ease me of my Pain. 
** Robert the Son of Robert Atkins died in 
1778 Aged I year and 3 months." 

17. ** Here lyeth ye Body of Thomas Easton, 
who departed ye 28 of April 1730 in ye 33 
yeare of his age." 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



94 Dunster Church and Priory. 

1 8. "Here Lycth ye body of Grace Wilkins 
who departed this life the 13th day of Apriell 
1748. Aged 68." 

19. ** Here Lyeth the Body of Joan the Wife 
of Hugh Beven. Departed the 1 7 day of Decem- 
ber 1727 in the 29 yeare of her age." 

20. ** Sacred to the Memory of Sarah wife of 
George Way who Departed this life on ye 16 day 
of Febn^ 1 72 1. Aged 54 years." 

21. "In Memory of Rebekah Blackmore who 
departed this life May the ist 1774. Aged 75 
years. Prepare to follow." 

22. " In Memory of John Bowering, who de- 
parted this life Sep' 3, 1829. Aged 66 years. 

Mary Wilkins who died 1798. 

Ann Bowering 1 804. 

Sarah Bowering 1 8 1 2. / 

Henry Thomas 1 8 1 4. 

" Remember, Lord, our mortal state, 

How frail our life, how short the date. 

Where is the man that draws his breath 

Safe from disease, secure from death." 



Rbgisters. 

Parish Registers were unknown in England 
until the reign of Henry VIII, when the duty ot 
keeping them was imposed upon the parochial 
clergy by a royal injunction, which was published 
by Cromwell, the vicar-general of the kingdom, 
in 1538. But rumours of his purpose were afloat 
in 1535, and were received with the greatest dis- 
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satisfaction, particularly in our own West G>untry. 
It was rumoured that a new tax was to be raised 
on the Offices of the church, and the report was one 
of the causes of the insurrection called the ** Pil- 
grimage of Grace." The insurgents complained 
that *' no infant shall receive the blessed Sacrament 
of baptism onlesse an trybette be payd to the kyng." 
Cromwell, with his usual astuteness, did not press 
the matter for the moment, but with the increased 
strength and the quieter state of the country in 
September, 1538, he issued the following in- 
junction as vicegerent of the king, the supreme 
head of the church of England : ** the curate of 
every parish shall keep one book or register, which 
book he shall every Sunday take forth, and in the 
presence of the churchwardens, or one of them, 
write and record in the same all the weddings, 
christnings, and burials made the whole week be- 
fore : and for every time that the same shall be 
omitted shall forfeit to the said church y. ^^ 

In 1597 the convocation of the province ot 
Canterbury issued an ordnance on the matter, 
which was approved by the queen. The docu- 
ment begins by commenting on the great utility 
of registers, and enjoins minute regulations for 
their preservation, which were afterwards em- 
bodied in the seventieth canon of 1603. It was 
directed that the entries were to be copied into a 
parchment book from the old paper books at that 
time in use, and that each page should be signed 
as correct by the minister and churchwardens, " so 
for as the ancient books thereof can be preserved, 
but especially since the beginning of the reign of 
the late queen." This parchment book was to be 
kept in a "sure coffer," of which the minister 
and each churchwarden was to keep a key. 
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The registers belonging to the parish of Dunster 
are contained in eleven books, all of which are in 
good condition. The earliest book has been re- 
bound. It begins as follows : 

"Dunster Anno Etomini, 1598. 
Quarto die Augusti Anno Regnae Donoe 
nrse Elizabethae Reg : quadragesimo. 
A. Register booke conteyning all the Weddings, 
Christnings and Burialls that nowe are to be founde 
in the former Registers Sithence the beginninge 
of her Ma*^ Raigne which was the xvii Daie of 
November in the year of our Lord God 1559." 

The work of writing up the Dunster roisters 
was done by, or under the direction of, Christopher 
Williams, then vicar of Dunster. The date of 
his institution is not known, but it must have 
been after the year 1592, as an entry appears in 
that year of the baptism of a child of "James 
Listone Curate Ctcus," and before 1 600, in which 
year Williams died. 

This first raster book contains one hundred 
and fifty sheets of parchment, written on both sides, 
and roughly divided into three sections, marriages 
at the beginning, baptisms in the middle, and 
burials towards the end. Its earliest date is 1559, 
and its latest 1672, but, as can be well imagined, 
between the years 1643 and 1660 the registers 
were very irregularly kept. 

Inside the cover of this book are written the 
names of Thomas PuUin and John Temple of 
Dunster, and also the following verse : 

*^ A presin is a place of care, 
A grave to man alive, 
A touchstone for to try a freind, 
Where men may leive but never thrive. 

Ann. Dom. 1670." 
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Beside and below the verse are the names of 
James Weybourne and Robert Ewens. 

The registers begin with a marriage in Novem- 
ber, 1559. 

In 1588 we have a curious illustration of the 
custom which at one time obtained, of the bap- 
tisms being entered on a sheet of loose paper 
and written, several together, into the register. 
Opposite some entries in this year someone, no 
doubt the vicar of the day, writes in the margin, 
** memo. These entries weare forgotten Mr. 
Churchwardden in Sept. and Oct." There prob- 
ably was often difficulty in fixing a convenient 
time for the three owners of the respective keys 
of the parish chest to meet together. 

Many names still existing in our district are 
found in the earliest entries, such e.g. as Martin, 
Sully, Poore, Beryman, Badcock, Waldron, Hand- 
kocke, Sadler, E^cott, Bryan, Harrison, Bowcher, 
Ryce, Griffith, Court, Wake, Riche, Worthe, and 
so on. In fact the earliest registers might well be 
the registers of to-day. But there are also some 
very curious surnames and Christian names. Such 
surnames e.g. as Yurchardine, Steartinger, Gridd- 
cringe, Kissem, Prankerd, fFemalle, Hollaker, 
Coppinger, Boffism, Yemnige, Yuckedene, Tobine, 
Stallenge, Copener, Reddentone, Piggens, Yede. 
And Christian names as Gelyan, Soptanie, Archelas, 
Paskey, Urith, Willmot, Malia, Thomasin, Ar- 
manell. 

The registers go on regularly until the year 
1645, when there were only two marriages cele- 
brated, while in 1 646 there were none. The net 
of the Commonwealth leaders was rapidly closing 
round Dunster in 1 645 ; and in the November of 
that year the castle was closely invested. The 
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town appears to have been held by the forces of 
the parliament, and all no doubt was dismay and 
conmsion. In one of the roof timbers of the 
yarn market is still to be seen the hole made by a 
ball from the castle passing through it ; while 
lately a cannon ball was dug up beneath the floor 
of a house a little further down the street. No 
wonder Mr. John Question, surgeon of Dunster, 
complains to the Court of Sequestration of his 
forty houses burnt down during the siege. The 
church, the tradition runs, was used by Cromwell's 
troops as a barracks, and as stables for their horses, 
and it was no time for marrying and giving in 
marriage. Nor was any priest at hand to perform 
the ceremony. Such marriages as did take place 
were performed by the local justices of the peace, 
Mr. George Luttrell and Mr. Siderfin, and en- 
tered, as we shall see, by the official register. 

After that, no single marriage appears in this 
book until 1652, when the entry is made of the 
marriage of George Luttrell, esq., of Dunster 
Castle, and Honor, the daughter of John Fortescue, 
esq., in the parish church of Buckland Filleigh, 
15th July, 1652. 

With the Restoration we find entries of mar- 
riages by the clergy b^in anew, and Mr. Richard 
Savin installed as minister. 

Next in the book follow the entries of twenty- 
two baptisms for the year 1664, the result very 
probably of the enquiries made by the Reform- 
ation bishops into the condition of church afiairs 
in their dioceses. Then follow six burials for the 
same year, and the churchwardens, John Tyrrell 
and Henry Berryman sign the page. 

In 1665 no less than thirty-two "christenings** 
are recorded. Then follow four marriages in 
1667 and seven baptisms. 
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Then proceeding with the book commence the 
earliest baptismal registers. The preceding page 
had been found unused by the new vicar, and so 
he used them for the first entries he had to make 
until he came to the beginning of the Elizabethan 
baptismal entries. 

We frequently find a child described as the son 
or daughter, as the case might be, of John the 
smithy Daniel the currier, Richard the fuller, 
Henry the tailor, and so on, shewing how names 
of this character at first only described a man's 
trade, and then became patronymics. 

The name of Sweeting occurs in this register as 
early as the year 1563. The family probably 
migrated to Bicknoller, where a family of that 
name held considerable property until compara- 
tively recent times. 

In this register occur such unusual surnames as 
Shortriche, Gostine, Aneall, Duse, Cornande, 
Yereche, Quirneye, Zacorie, Walldorne, Larder, 
Renewe, Cranghe, Zuchedine, Capener, Yuchedsee, 
and so on. And as men's Christian names, Tege, 
Cornele, Tristram, Mallachias ; and women's, 
Isett, Wilmot, Urith, Sarangh. In the spring of 
the year 1589, being the year after the destruction 
of the Spanish Armada, we find a boy christened 
Victorie. 

In each of the years 1641 and 1642 there were 
twenty-nine baptisms, and inthe year 1644 just fifty. 

During the year 1645 Dunster seems to have 
suffered terribly from the plague. King Charles 
had sent the Prince of Wales to Dunster, ^^to 
encourage the new levies," Clarendon tells us, 
"it not being known at Court that the plague 
which had driven him from Bristol was as hot in 
Dunster town, just under the walls of the Casde." 
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The registers record that there were actually 
eighty interments in the May of that year, and 
after May the entries stop altogether, as though 
the deaths were so frequent and so awfiil that the 
sufferers were no longer buried in the churchjrard, 
or the burial service said over them. So infected 
was the air of the town, that such of the inhabit- 
ants who survived in one " long street in Dunster,** 
probably West Street, "broke communications 
through the party walls of their houses, so that 
they might pass along without venturing out in 
the plague-laden atmosphere of the open street." 
The terrible affliction seems to have hung over 
the town during all that summer and autumn, 
for history tells us that the parliamentarian army 
which laid siege to Dunster Castle in the Novem- 
ber of that year was greatly reduced by the ravages 
of the plague. (Willis, OfFeaverSj ed. 1681.) 

With the arrival of the parliamentarian levies 
the vicar, Robert Snelling, no doubt had to fly. 
Until the end of the year 1649 the entries are 
made by the "clarke," as one John Brimscombe 
who signs the registers describes himself. 

Under the year 1651 we find the solitary entry : 
" M^ that Elizabeth the wife of George Luttrell 
Esq. the xviii*** daie of April 165 1 between two 
and three of the clocke in the morninge was de- 
livered of a sone and heire apparent who was 
Baptised the sixth day of May followinge by Mr. 
Clymson Rector of Muncksilver and named George 
who the same day at night dept* this life. 

Ita testatur 

Pet. Meade." 

The entries are now very few and irregxilar 
until 1658. We then find the note, "John 
Question and James Shutt chosen for the parish 
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of Dunster ann. 1658/' The baptismal registers 
continue down to the end of the year 1658, when 
the burial entries for the year 1654 are taken up. 
In 1658 Elizabeth, the wife of John Question, 
churchwarden, royalist, surgeon, kind to friend 
and foe, very much to the fore generally at the 
period, is buried. Then in 1659 is entered one 
burial, and the baptism of '^ firancis the 2nd sonne 
of firancis Luttrell esq. and Lucy his wife/' Then 
the marriages of the vear 1658 occur; then a 
burial, and so on. All through this period the 
registers are in a sadly jumbled condition. 

Order is restored in 1661 under the careful 
hand of the Rev. Mr. Savin. This portion of 
the book ends with the year 1672. 

Next in this register come the earliest burial 
registers, "Nomina Mortuorum anno 1560." 

"27th Sept., 1 561. John Rice,vicar of Dunster." 

The burial entries, well written and in good 
condition, follow on until the end of the year 
1565. Here follow the baptismal entries for the 
years 1667-1671 ; the burials for the year 1671 ; 
and various other confused entries, ending with 
the marriage of "John MofFatt and Elizabeth 
Mackness, 31st Oct., 1678, by Mr. Rich. Troyte." 
Then continue the entries for 1566. In 1579 
"Edward Poynts ats Poynes" is buried. By 
this time, therefore, this family was settied in our 
district. They had obtained considerable grants 
of portions of the lands of the abbey of Cleeve. 

In 1596 there were thirty-six burials. The 
population of Dunster in the reign of Elizabeth 
must have been considerably larger than it is 
now, to judge from the number of births and 
deaths. 

1627. "Thomas the sonne of the Worshipful 
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Mr. Thomas Luttrell was buried ye second daie 
ofApriU." 

1640. "Barbara, the unhappy wife of Edward 
Mills,*' was buried. 

1643. '* Thomas Luttrell Esq. was buried 
Feb. 7th." 

Since the outbreak of the Civil War, and the 
descent of Lord Hertford on Minehead in Sept., 
1642, Mr. Luttrell*s life had been a troubled 
one. Forewarned by Lord Bedford, he had 
prevented, as before mentioned, Lord Hertford's 
scheme of seizing the trading vessels known to be 
lying in Minehead harbour, for the purpose of 
crossing into Wales. He had refused to render 
up the castle to the detachment of Hertford's 
men who came out from the camp at Minehead, 
and Mrs. Luttrell had ordered the garrison to 
fire upon them if they did not retire. He thus 
threw in his lot definitely with the parliament. 
In the following January a band of lawless Welsh- 
men, taking advantage of the difficulties of the 
time, descended upon the district. One section 
of these ruffians blockaded Minehead and en- 
deavoured to starve the little seaport out ; another 
section, under one Captain Paulet, marched to 
Dunster to plunder the town and seize the castle. 
But Mr. Luttrell was prepared for their coming, 
and the guns of the castle opened upon them as 
they appeared. Some of Paulet's men were 
killed, and he retired, vowing vengeance upon 
Mr. Luttrell. 

Then the king's successes came, and Mr. 
Luttrell must have been sore exercised as to 
whether he had been right in espousing the cause 
of the parliament. He and his wife, a woman 
evidendy of strong and masculine character, and 
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come of a parliamentarian fiunily, were evidently at 
discord about the matter. Then in the foUowing 
June came the cession of the castle to Colonel 
Wyndham, and his garrisoning it for the king. 
It was no wonder that the troublous times over- 
whelmed a man no longer young and apparently 
in poor health. 

Minehead was bitterly parliamentarian. The 
troops of the parliament swept the neighbourhood, 
and no doubt there were frequent small skirmishes. 
Thus in 1643 we find : 

1643. " Bartholemew a soldier buried Marche 
ult." 

1644. "William Ashford a souldier buryed 
fFeb. 12.'* 

" Jenkin Jones a souldier buryed fFeb. 18." 
"Henry Stevens a souldier buryed March 18." 

1645. "David a souldier buryed April 

2nd." 

"Thomas Robinson a souldier buryed May^ 

13th.'' 
"Steeven Tucke a souldier buryed May i6th." 

"Thomas fFowler buried May 28th.*' 

1 65 1. "George the son or George Luttrell, 
Esq., was buried 9th day of May, 1651, being the 
same daye three weeks after his byrthe. Ita 
testatur, Pet. Meade." 

1 652. " Elizabeth, the wife of George Luttrell 
of Dunster Castle, Esq. (and daughter of Nicholas 
Prydcaux, late of Soldon in the county of Devon, 
Esq., deceased), departed this life at the saide 
Castle on Saterday ye two and twentieth day of 
May about 8 of the clocke in the morninge in 
the year of our Lord 1652, who was buryed the 
same Saterday att night". 

There is one burial entered in 1658, viz. : that 
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of Elizabeth Question. John Question signs the 
entry as one of the churchwardens. 

There are two entries of burials in 1659, then 
follow several marriages belonging to the year 1658. 

In 1600 the following entries occur in this 
raster : — 

An** Dofh 1600. 

M*' that onn the xxx daye of Marche and in ye 
xlii yeare of the Raigne of our most gratious 
Sovraigne Ladie Elizabeth the Queenes 
Ma?f that nowe is Willin Lye and Robert 
Severie Servaunte to the Right Wor*^ Mr. 
Thomas Stewkely paide in the some of 
twentie and six pounds thirteene shillinge 
and fower pennce, to the hands of the War- 
dens and fower men then beeinge to bee 
employed to the use and benefit of the poore 
inhabitants of the Burrowe of this our Towne 
of Dunster in manner followinge viz. The 
saide monies are to be sett out to the poore 
craftemen of the Towne or some other for 
the use allowed by the Statute, and the 
annuityyes of the same growinge must be 
given to the poore people of this Saide 
Towne at the flreast of Easter for ever, befor 
was the will of the Right Wor*^ M" Eliza- 
beth Stewkelye who was the giver of the 
above saide monyes. 

George Michell "j^Churchwar- 
Richard Berrymanj dins 

John BlackweU Seno' 

Edwarde Skynner 

John Wynslade 

Will"^ Blackwell 

the younger, the fower men. 
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Si. The xix*** Day of AperiU Receaved of John 
BlackweU Edward Skinner John Wynslade 
William Blackwell the younger of Allcu the 
receavers of this some of twenty sixe poundes, 
thirteen shillings and fower pence the said 
mony above said geven for the comfitt of the 
poore and Del unto the next fower men 
which are these followinge in the three and 
forty yeare of her Mait~ Raigne 
James Lambert Willia Blackwell 

Richard Oliver Silvester Allercott 

Austen Questio Churchwardens 

Hugh Blackwell 

VL. The ix° Day of May Recevid of James 
Lambert Austione Questione Richard Oliver 
and Hugh Blackwell The Recevers of this 
some xxix* vj" viij* the for Sayd moniy, 
Geven to the Poore of the Towne of 
Dunster wher of Receved by us of the above 
named the some of xviij* vj" viij* in the 
fower and fortyth yere of her M**** Raigne 
that now is quit pd 

John herd 

Robert pooer 

WiUiam Blackwill the elder 

Petter howe Churchwardens 

John Wilkins 
John Chester 

SI. that John herde 
Robert pooer 
William blackwill 
Petter how hath 

Recevid the some of 
xj* in jfull sattisfaccion of the Above sayd 
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som of xxix* vj" viij^ of the Gyft of 
mystris Elizabeth Stueckelly. 

quit pd and Anproved ail these sumes of 
money w^h was above Acknowledged to 
be Recevid by John herde Robert Poore 
William blackwill the elder and Petter 
how of the moneyes of the Gifte of M**" 
Stewkly and nowe the sayd moneyes is 
w*h aU other moneys wch is for the youse 
of the poor pepell of this Pish is now in 
the gouvement of James Lambed Edward 
Terrell Edward Skiner Austian Questian. 
Then continue the burials for 1661, signed R. 
Savin, minister. In 1662 appear four (one in- 
complete) baptismal entries. Then the burial 
registers continue. In 1666 the baptisms are again 
entered. Then follow the burials for that year. 

On the last page of the first register book is 
the following entry : 
'*Some Christinngs and buriaUs founde oute of 

their place in the olde Registers. An® '583. 
Thomas the sonne of Roberte Hayne was bap- 
tized the XXV*** of June. 
Peeter the sonne of Robert Cooke was baptized 

the xxix*** of June. 
Judithe the daughter of Willm" CotteU was bap- 
tized the xxij*** of Julye. 
Peeter the supposed sonne of Thomas Kittner 
was baptized the xxviij*** daye of Marche 

Elinor the daughter of Richard Oliver was bap- 
tized the xxviij*** of October An° 1588. 

Ayas the daughter of John Moore was baptized 
the xxix*** of October An® 1588. 

Will™ the sonne of John Willms was buried the 
xxiij*** of Marche An® 1595. 
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De temporib in quid non licet 
matrimonia Solemnizate. 
Solemnitas nuptiaum faciendanonest Septuagesimo 
in Octava Pasche et primo 
die rog[atione in mane danditur 
ilia SoUemnitas et Durat xhibitio ad 
octaviam diem post Pentecostcn 
inclusionem et prima Die Domminica 
Adventus usque ad Epiphaniam no'' Debent 
nuptua Cdibrari. 

Tho. Smith." 

Marriages were prohibited by the ancient dis- 
cipline of the church during the seasons of Ad- 
vent, Lent, and Whitsuntide, and the old register 
of Cottenham, Cambs., contains this triplet in 
doggrel Latin : 

^^ Conjugium Adventus prohibet, Hilarique relaxat 
Septuagena vetat, sed pascha remittit, 
Rogamen vetitat, concedit Trina potestas." 

Similar lines in English are inserted in the 
register of Everton, Notts : 

^^ Advent marriage doth deny, 
But Hilary gives thee liberty. 
Septua^esima says thee nay. 
Eight days from Easter says you may. 
Rogation bids thee to contain. 
But Trinity sets thee free again/' 

The second register book contains twenty pages 
of parchment, evidently bought separately and 
fastened together afterwards. It commences in 
1653, when the registers were taken away from 
the clergy and given to a new official, who was 
entitled the " Parish Register." 

** These new officials were to enter fairly in the 
books in their keeping all publications ot banns. 
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marriages, births, and burials, with the dates 
thereof and the names of the parties, and were 
empowered to charge a fee of iid. for every cer- 
tificate of publication and entry of marriage, and 
of 4^/. for every entry of birth and burial. The act 
does not mention baptisms, and therefore, in most 
parishes, births only were recorded at this period. 
The lay register was to be chosen in every parish 
by the inhabitant householders, on or before Sep- 
tember 22, 1653, and as soon as he had been 
sworn and approved by the local magistrate, his 
appointment was to be entered in the register 
books/' — Tarish IRjgisterSy p. 12. 

The Parish Register chosen by the Dunster folk 
was John Giles, who promptly bought his parch- 
ment leaves and began his entries as follows : 
"The Register of Dunster, Anno 1653. 
Dunster. Entry for Marryages. 

Bee it remembered that the five and twentieth 
day of October in the y* of our Lord 1653, John 
Giles of Dunster aforesaid was elected and Sworne 
Register there accordinge to the Acte of Parlia- 
ment in that case made and provided before me. 

Tho. Siderfin.*' 

He then divided it into three sections, headed. 
Weddings (as before). Births thus : 

** Dunster. Entryes of birthes of Chyldren 
jfrom Sep. the 29th, 1653. By the register 
their/' 

Burials thus : 

"Dunster Entryes of Buryalls from Septem- 
ber 29th, 1653. By the register their." 

" The newly appointed register's duties were not 
limited to registration, for it was now enacted 
that after September 29th, 1654, no marriage was 
to be celebrated within the Commonwealth of 
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England without the register's certificate that he 
had published banns on three * successive Lord's 
days, at the close of the morning exercise, in the 
public meeting place commonly called the church 
or chapel, or (if the parties preferred it) in the 
nearest market-place on three successive market 
days.' The persons intending to be married 
were to take this certificate to the nearest justice 
of the peace, when the man was to take the woman 
by the hand and pronounce plainly and distinctly 
the following words : 

" * I (A. B.) do here in the presence of Grod, the 
searcher of all hearts, take thee (C. D.) for my 
wedded wife, and do also in the presence of God 
and before these witnesses promise to be unto 
thee a loving and faithful husband.' 

" Then the woman was, in like form, to promise 
to be ^ a loving, faithful and obedient wife ' ; 
whereupon the justice was to declare them man 
and wife. 

" It will be observed that nothing is said about 
the ring, which has from time immemorial been 
used in the marriage service ; but the marriage 
ring was assumed to be of heathen origin, and it 
was gravely debated by the zealots whether it ought 
not to be prohibited." — Tarish 7{fgisterSy p. 13. 

It may be interesting to give a copy of the first 
civil marriage entry at Dunster. 

/"Hopkin Williams of Dunster, glovier, and 
Anne Webber of the same, single woman, where 
three Lord's days lawfully published according to 
the Acte of Pliament, die first publication the 
thirtieth of October, 1653, and the next two 
Lord's days following." 

"The 29 Day of December, 1653. 

"Soffist. Bee it remembered that Hopkin 
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Williams of Dunster, Glovier, and Anne Webber 
of the same, Spinster, were married in the presence 
of Richard Blackford, John Giles, Andrew Hobbs 
and others, according to the Acte of Pliament in 
that case made and provided, by Tho. Siderfin, 
esq., one of ye justices of ye peace within ye"^sayci 
county, the day and yeare above said. 

Tho. Siderfin." 

There were in all thirty-six civil marriages, the 
last of which took place 6 Dec., 1 656. They were 
all performed either by Mr. G. Luttrell or Mr. 
T. Siderfin. 

The last civil marriage entered is 6th Dec., 
1656. The last entry of a birth by the register 
17th May, 1654. The last entry of a burial by 
the register 27th May, 1654." 

From this date the registers are once more 
entered in the original church book, and are so 
entered until 1666. By this date the book 
is filled up, the vicar or the time, being eco- 
nomically disposed apparently, made his entries 
in the abandoned book which the G>mmonwealth 
register had purchased. 

Then foUow on the burials for 1668 and 1669. 

Then follow the entries of births, burials, and 
marriages, which continue regularly until the end 
of the year 1680. 

Then follow the baptisms for 1668 and 1669, 
and the baptism of Johan, the daughter of John 
Giles, 31 (Dct, 1666. 

Then the marriages 1668 and 1669, now eccles- 
iastically performed. 

Then follow the baptisms and burials for 1669, 
and there are no less than sixty-four burials in 
this year. 

The three kinds of entries now follow each 
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other, christenings, burials, weddings. Mr. 
Graunt the " curatt " evidently kept the entries in 
a rough copy book and wrote them up at the end 
of the year. This was a very mischievous practice, 
which has never been positively forbidden by law, 
and which has been a constant source of error and 
deficiency. Frequently the clerk kept the rough 
notes, which were at uncertain intervals transcribed 
into the register books. His notes olften made 
sad havoc with the names, which he often spelt 
according to their sound and in the most grotesque 
fashion. 

At the end of the year 1678 comes the follow- 
ing entry : " Dunster Entryes of Buryalls from 
September the 24th, 1653, by the register their." 
The first page is written with bad ink and is 
almost illegible. The second page is more easy 
to read, but the ** register their " did not write a 

food hand. He signs the page "John Giles, 
Legister.^' Then follow a few burials for the 
year 1654, and then a blank space. 

It is a relief to turn to the next page, where 
the " Wedings, Christenings, and Burials " of the 
year 1679 are entered in a dear and pretty hand. 
This register ends with the burials of 1680. 

The third register book begins in March, 1681. 
On the fly-lear, which is much scribbled over, is 
the contemporary note : " The 4th day of March, 
1 68 1. This Register book cost in Taunton 
^02 02i. od.y there being in this book 120 leaves 
of parchment. 

Bought by Edw. Card ) Wardens " 

Sam. Matthews j 
At the end of the entries of the year 1682 is 
the note, in very large characters, "Because the 
occurences of the year 1682 are in this and the 
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page foregoing written in a small character, they 
are transcribed in the end of this Book,*' where, 
indeed, they are to be found in letters so large 
that " he who runs may read " them. 

In 1697 no less than eighty-six burials are re- 
corded, but no reason is given for this unusual 
death rate. 

1698. "Jan. 7. Mrs. Elizabeth Blackford, 
widow of a gendeman, buried was. 

" Oct. 26. Jone Shenton, widow, A person of 
j^50 p. annum, was buried." 

1705. "Nov. 25. Six seamen were buried, 
named as followeth : 

Samuel Custis, Gent' 
Isaac Rigg, Doc" 
Christopher Crocker 
Edward Foster 
Daniel Collins 
Petter Berry." 
171 1. Above the burial entries a space is 
rided ofF to contain the following entry : " The 
Honble. Collonel Alexander Lutterell died the 
22nd day of September, 171 1, and was Buried 
the sixth day of October following." 

1 7 1 3. " Jeroboam the son of Ephrana Bowden." 
17 1 8. "Jan. 7. The Honble. Madam Lucy 
Lutterell was buried." 

1735. "May 17. Giles Poyntz, Gent." 
"Feb. 22. 19 soldiers, a boy and two women 

and two children were buried which were drown'd 
ye day before." Their interment cost the parish 

1736. "Feb. 15. A black man was baptised 
William, being about 22 years of age, and desired 
to be called William Dunster in remembrance of 
his new birth." 
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1 75 1. After an entry dated Dec. i6th, the 
vicar notes, " Here ends ye Old Style," and his 
next burial entries begin 1752, Jan. 19th. 

The register ends with the year 1766. The 
fly-leaf of the cover is covered by what appears to 
be an essay on grammar. Some member of the 
hmAy of otie of the churchwardens, of a literary 
turn, appears to have used it as an exercise book. 
On the cover is printed, in letters once gilt : 
** Dunster. 
Edmond Card 1 Churchwardens, 
Samuel Mathewes | 1681." 
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Church Plate, Advowson, etc. 

HERE is a handsome set of silver- 
gilt modern communion plate. 
The cup is Sin. high. The bowl 
is goblet-shaped, and 4^in. in 
diameter. It is quite plain. The 
stem is reeded and knobbed. 
The knob is decorated with deep 
panels of moulding and foliage alternately. The 
foot is 5^in. in diameter. It has a band of bold 
cross-hatching within the filleted edge, and is 
decorated with four enamelled medallions, (i) 
the crucifixion in silver on a blue ground. (2) S. 
Peter, all silver. (3) Virgin and child, silver on 
red ground. (4) S. George, all silver. 

The paten belonging to this set is yin. in diam- 
eter and gilt. It is of a plain platter shape with 
a moulded edge. The marks on both cup and 
paten are Victorian. 

The flagon is of silver gilt and crystal, of a 
Gothic design to match above. This set of plate 
was presented to the parish church of Dunster by 
the Sisters of Clewer. 

The church also possesses an Elizabethan cup 
and cover of the customary design. The cup is 
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7f in. high. The bowl is slighdy bell-shaped, and 
is decorated with two bands of the customary con- 
ventional foliage, each band being divided by up- 
right sprays in four places. The knob of the 
stem is decorated with hyphens. The foot is 
moulded, and has a band of hyphen decoration 
near junction with stem, and around the edge a 
band of egg and tongue moulding. Marks : 
2 offic. Maker's I. P. within shaped shield. Date 
letter 1573. Paten No. II forms the cover to 
this cup, and is 3f in. in diameter. On button 
foot is inscribed 1573 within a fillet. On the 
cover itself is a band of foliage within double 
fillets corresponding to the bands on the bowl. 

There is also a silver dish lo^in. in diameter, 
standing on a foot 3f in. high, which is boldly 
splayed and moulded. Marks : mark of William 
Gamble, (London, ent. 1697) 5 ^ ^^c- 5 date letter 
for 171 1. On reverse of dish is the inscription, 
"James Wilkins, jr., Henry Slocombe, Church- 
wardens. 1 7 14." Amongst the churchwardens' 
accounts for that year we find, " for a salver 
weighing 190Z. lodms., at 6s. ^d. per oz., 
16 iis.od:' 

There is also a pewter plate 9jin. in diameter, 
on reverse is the inscription, '* F. Bradley, T. 
Stadden, Church Wardens. I7i3>" and the 
name of the maker, Philip Fry, around a very 
elaborate device, and on the rim four other marks. 
There is some very costly modern brasswork of 
great beauty belon^ng to this church. There is 
also a brass chandelier of eighteen lights which has 
the following inscription : " Gaven by the late Jonc 
Brewer ten pounds twowards this branch. 

John Hossem ) Churchwardens, 
Benjamin Escott j 1 740." 
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The churchwardens' accounts have the following 
reference to this handsome piece of church fur- 
niture. 
1740. "July 17. Paid Mr. Treer's 

Bills for the Candle Stick . .^1650 
Paid for a box in which the Candle 

Stick was brought . . . , 46 

Paid Nat Walstone for painting the 
Iron belonging to the Candle 

Stick 100 

Paid Henry Harrison and Hen. 
Rawle for Carriage of ye Candle 
Stick from Bristoland to Dunster i 6 

Paid John Bishop for Ironwork be- 
longing to the Candle Stick . 540 
The chandelier, therefore, cost altogether when 
it is purchased £211 ss. The " Ironwork," i.e. the 
frame by which it was supported, is still in good 
preservation, and is to be replaced. 

To the new church of S. Michael the Archangel 
at Alcombe Mr. Luttrell has kindly given a 
handsome set of plain silver plate which belonged 
to the private chapel of Dunster Castle. It 
belongs to the early part of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. 

The parish church possesses a processional cross 
of late fourteenth cehtury date and of Flemish 
manufacture. It has also a set of valuable modern 
vestments. Preserved at Alcombe is a very beau- 
tiful cross of English work, once silver gilt, and 
perhaps of not later date than the beginning of 
the fifteenth century. It was found at Dunster, 
and there is probably little doubt but that it was 
the processional cross of either the prior or the 
vicar of Dunster. 
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Advowson. 

The advowson of Dunster, up to the dissolution 
of the priory, was always in the gift of the prior 
and monks of Bath. In 1242 me benefice was 
valued at twelve marks. In the Valor Ecdesi- 
asticus, taken 26 Henry VIII (1535)1 the rectory 
of Dunster is returned as follows : 

Rectory of Dunster. 

Personal tithes with other casualties .1758 
Out of which there is paid 

To the bishop for procur- 
ations . . . 7 5i 

For an annual stipend to 

the vicar there . . 4 13 4 

To the archdeacon for syn- 
odals 



2 10^ 
5 


3 


8 


Clpar £12 


2 






On the dissolution of the priory, the valuable 
tithes belonging to the priory seem to have been 
leased out to various applicants by the king. 
31 Henry VIII, the king leased the rectory and 
tithes of Carhampton, and the tithes of several 
parishes belonging to the priory, to "George 
Pollard, Esq.," on a lease of twenty-one years, at 
an annual rent of ^^14 6s. These tithes seem to 
have been regranted to one John Waldron, gent. 
(D. C. M., Box 16, No. 13.) 

King Edward VI, in March, 1553, leased the- 
rectory and tithes of Dunster to John Luttrell, 
Sir Hugh's second son, who had already taken a 
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lease of the priory, together with those of Mine- 
head and Kilton and other places, for twenty-one 
years, at a yearly rent of jf 7 2s. 7^. (D. C. M., 
Box 16, No. 14.) His tide to various tithes is 
acknowledged by Elizabeth soon after her accession 
to the throne. 

Patent Roll, 2nd Eliz., pr. 15, m. 41. 

-¥-u #-k ^ ^L ) " The Queen to those whom 
The Queen to the / ^ , ^ j 1 u 1 j 

i .^*' r T L ( etc., when our dearly beloved 

heirs of John W^^^y^^^^ e^^^j yi, lately 
i-uttreu. J j^^g ^^ England, by his letters 
patent under his great seal lately of the Court of 
augmentations and ... of his Crown given at 
Westminster on the 1 5th day of March in the 6th 
year of his reign conveyed etc. to John Luttrell 
all and in every way the tithes . . . and other 
small tithes of Aville, Ulicombe, Alcombe, Staun- 
ton, and Midyett, and of the land of the Lord of 
Minehead, Lophall, Skyllacre, and Dunster feldes, 
and the Mill of Dunster, and of Lordifelde and 
Exforde in co. Som., which are of Dunster in the 
same co. Som., lately belonging to the Priory of 
Dunster." 

In the next year, 1554, Elizabeth, the widow 
of this John Luttrell (who was the ancestor of 
the Luttrells of Kentsbury and Spaxton, and who 
owed some of his prosperity, no doubt, to the 
ecclesiastical proper^ that he had obtained), as- 
signed her interest in this important lease to her 
nephew, Thomas Luttrell of Dunster, for a yearly 
payment of j£i6 6s. %d. (D. C. M., Box 16, 
No. 15.) 

A later record states that " J[fi is deducted for 
the pension of the Vicar, los. g^d. for the Synodals 
and procurations due to the Archdeacon of Taun- 
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ton by the [hiatus in MS.] thus dismissed to John 
Luttrell gent, by indenture in aist year of her 
Majesty the Queen, dated 8th August^ to be paid 
at the festivals of the Annunciation and Michaelmas 
Day £j is. 3^. at 21 years purchase £14-9 'js. 3^. 
By me, Henry Lake, Deputy of Matthew Colthurst 
Auditor." 

The reversion, however, of the rectory passed 
away, somehow or other, from the Luttrell ramily, 
and was bought from Queen Elizabeth by Hugh 
Stewkley of Marsh, as the subjoined document 
appears to show. (D. C. M.,.Box 14, No. 14.) 
It is endorsed : 

8 Eliz. 

B 14 

Remonstrances from the Inhabitants of D. 

in re Curate's Stipend of ;^8 

the Tithes, &c., lately bought by Mr. Stucley 

being worth 100 marks. 

" To all Chysten people to whom this Ssent 
writynge shall come to be Read, Seene, or Harde, 
We Robert CofFe, Roger Worthe, John Wilkins, 
Willm Harte, John Larkin, Lawrence Ffemale, 
Willin Ley, John Sexton, Willm Edwarde, Richard 
Worthe, Steaven heamond, Thomas fFrost, Roger 
Warman, Richard Skynner, Willm Blackwell, 
Aldred Gill, Willin Selbye, Lawrence HoUcom, 
and Willm Stone, with the rest of the inhabitants 
of the Towne and borowgh of Dunster, in the 
Countie of Somersett, Sendeth greating in 08 
lorde god everlastinge for as muche as amonge 
all cawses whiche maie enforse ther is to be re- 
quired a truth to verifie the same 2]Q()tCt) be fore 
god is a thing most exceptable and no lesse 
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comendable and praise Worthie Withe men 
Where by all ambiguite and doubtes showing to 
the contrarie maie the rather be put a parte and 
equitie muche the soner preferred advanced and 
extolled SlnOtD0 ye there fore that We the fore 
named fFor good and Just consideracion us there 
unto movinge and espessiallie ffor that we of long 
tyme have and as yet do Want in 08 saide churche 
of dunster the administration of suche divine 
Service as ought to be used accordinge unto the 
Quines maiesty procedinges tlO by this oure 
present testimonial declare and saie that Where 
as here to fore We of the fore said Towne and 
borough of dunster have in oure churche ben verie 
Well and orderlie served with suche devine ser- 
vice as ought to be untill that here of late one 
master hewgh stuclie gentilman pourchesed of ou 
Sovereyne ladie the quine the personage of the 
same being not so lytill worthe as one hunderethe 
maks by the yeare to the whiche all tythes and 
other duties of the churche ar solie paied and 
nothing reserved or allowed for the fyndinge of a 
curat to serve the cure but onlie eight poudes 
being paied out of the saide personage which 
pention is not sufficient fFor the mayntenennce of 
a curat so that by the same meanes the cure of 
dunster afore saide being the hed churche of the 
denerie and having here to fore thre curate con- 
tinuallie therein servinge is nowe altogether un- 
served to the infringinge of the quines maieste 
prosedinge and great disquiet of us her lovinge 
subiets 3(n S)tQttne0 this to be of truthe we the 
afore named unto this our present wryting have 
put to oure hands and seales dated the eightyne 
daie of October in the eight yeare of the Reigne 
of oure Sovereigne ladie Elizabeth by the grace 
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of god quine of England flfrannce, and yerland, 
defendor of the faithe." 

There are six seals attached to this document 
and fourteen signatures. 

We have seen above the arrangement made by 
bishop Hadrian of Castello, who directed that the 
vicar of Dunster should have " a corrody " (his 
food) and a fire in winter time in the priory of 
Dunster, sitting next to the monks at table, but 
"never getting higher" — at the expense of the 
priory. He was dso to have a stipend of i^\ to 
be paid by the prior, a chamber adjoining the 
churchyard of the parish church (perhaps the 
house still standing at the churchyard gate), to- 
gether with a meadow near at hand, a rent of 
2J. from the use of certain vats (used in the local 
fulling business), and is. more the rent of a house 
belonging from old times to the vicars of Dunster. 
The vicar was also to have the fees paid by the 
parishioners for the publishing of the bede-roU* 
after high mass in the parish church. Like the 
miller of Sans Souci, the vicar of Dunster must 
have lived a quiet and peaceful life— exempt 
d*inquietude— although perhaps his dependance 
upon the prior became at times somewhat 
galling. 

As in the case of Minehead, the vicarage of 
Dunster appears to have been valued separately 
from the rectory. In 3 Edw. VI we find this 
record concerning it : " The Vicarage of Dunster 
is clearly worth {^\ 13J. 4^. Take from that 
91. 4//., and their remaines ^\ 45. 4^. Thomas 
ArgaU." 

z. The bede-roU was a list of people whose names were to be 
mentioDed in the public pr ay ers of the church. 
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Chantry Ctrnficates^ co. ^omerset^ Roll 42, No. 42. 
Dunster. 

'* The salary of one priest celebrating within the 
parish church there. 

So yearly worth in 

Lands, tenements, and hereditaments, in the ten- 
ure of sundry persons, as may appear par- 
ticularly more at large by the rental of the 
same, ^^4 ; whereof in 

Rents resolute paid yearly 7J. 

And so remaineth clear ^^3 13J. od. 

Plate and ornaments : none." 

^^ Lights founded within the parish church there 

Are yearly worth in 
One half acre of land lying in Watchet given to 

the same use \s. €d. ; whereof in 
Rents resolute paid yearly Sd. 
And so remaineth clear u.'* 

*• John Ryse, clerk, is vicar, who receiveth yearly 
for his salary of the farmer of the aforesaid 
parsonage for the time being £4^ and his 
diets. 

Partakers of the Lord's Holy Supper there 500." 

The first grantee of the vicarage appears to 
have been one Nicholas Tavener or Gravener, 
but it soon passed into the hands of the Stewk- 
ley family, as well as the parsonage.^ They were 
dose-fisted folk, the Stewkley family, always on 
the look-out for the main chance, and we find, as 
stated above, the inhabitants of Dunster complain- 

I. Sach records as the writer has had access to of the dealings 
with the tithes after the dissolution of the priory appear to be very 
oontradictoiy and difficult to follow. The great tithes, the smau 
tithes, and the vicarage seem to have been the sul^jects of separate 
arrangements. 
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ing to the queen of the unjust way in which the 
Mr. Stewkley of the day was treating their vicar, 
in the formal document under the seals of four- 
teen burgesses of Dunster. With the dissolution 
of the priory, the vicar of Dunster had lost his 
board and lodging at the cost of that foundation, 
and his snug seat by the fire in winter time in the 
great hall of the priory. Perhaps he occupied the 
ingle nook on the hearth of the fine old fireplace 
lately discovered. But with only £% a year to 
live upon the vicar must have been in sore straits. 
We do not know what was the result of the 
petition. 

In a Terrier of the glebe lands of the vicarage 
of Dunster, bearing date the 19th day of August, 
1634, it is amongst other things recited as follows, 
to wit : 

"Imprimis wee have noe Vickaridge house 
neither hath bin anye theis manye yeares." 

" Item there is one little Garden containing one 
yeard of Ground or nearly theire about. Sir 
Georg Speakes land lyeth one the west end and 
the Widdow Foxes land lyeth one the East end 
and the Churchyeard one the north side and the 
high waye on the South side adjoining." 

" Item their is one meadow containing 3 yeards 
of Ground or neare theire about lying neare the 
Castle one the East side and a River of water on 
the other side.*' 

" Item the Minister hath eight pounds p. an- 
num beside the afiForesaid meadow and garden 
and nott any thing else." 

** Concerning the Custome of our parish. 
Imprimis. For ofiFerings twopence both men 
and women. 
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Item. For servants twopence apiece. 

Item. For corne tythe by the tenth stitch and 
for odde stitches one sheaf of a stitch. 

Item. For the tjrthe hay we tythe by the pook 
or cock ; the tenth pook at the first taking up. 

Item. For kine, twopence. 

Item. For a summer cow, twopence. 

Item. For a winter cow, 3^. 

Item. For a heifer, \d. 

Item. For calves sold to the Butcher, one 
penny of a shilling. 

Item. For store calves, ob. 

Item. For a garden, \d. 

Item. For wooU, the tenth in kind. 

Item. For lambs, the tenth, and for odde 
lambs, one half-penny apiece for ye fall. 

Item. For apples, the tenth. 

Item, For piggs, the tenth, at three weeks or 
before. 

Item. For wedding, \od. 

Item. For Churchings, iiij^. 

Item. For hopps, the tenth. 

Item. For honey, the tenth. 

Tho. Smith, ClT. 
Robert Way ] 
Henry Bereman ( ^, , 1 
MathJwHart Churchwardens. 

John Giles ) 

Andrew Blackwell ) c- j 

Savester Allercottr """• 

Concordat cum Originali. 

Haec Ita Testor G. Clinton, Regtrius." 

—"Dunster Church "Book. 

In the year 1717 Sir Hugh Stewkley was patron 
of the benefice. It then passed into the hands of 
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the Lords Stawel of Cothelstone and Wootton 
Courteney. On the death of the last lord in 
1825, the advowson vested in his only daughter 
and heiress, Lady Sherborne, by whose trustees it 
was sold to the late Mr. John F. Luttrell. 

The benefice received small augmentations in 
land from time to time ; and the late Mr. Todd 
found, on his induction to the living, that a part 
of his income was drawn from lands lying in no 
less than five parishes, viz.. Old Cleeve, Tre- 
borough. East Anstey in Devon, Glastonbury, 
and Meare. The diocesan surveyor of the time, 
Mr. Whitehead, endeavoured to survey these 
lands in 1872, but found it almost impossible to 
determine the boundaries of the portions of land 
in Glastonbury and Meare. The farm of Black- 
well, in Treborough and Carhampton, consisted 
of a farmhouse and one cottage, about forty-five 
acres of meadow and arable, and three acres ot 
wood. It was purchased in 1762, and the pur- 
chase, money was made up as follows : Q. A. B. 
^£400, Mrs. Sara Townsend jfioo, Pyncombe 
Charity jfioo. The inconvenience of such scat- 
tered holdings was of course very great. But 
the present Mr. Luttrell very kindly came to the 
rescue, and agreed to take over the various pieces 
of land, and transfer to the benefice such of the 
great tithes of Dunster as had not been merged 
in the rents of his farms in the parish. 

In 1872 the following land taxes were payable 
to this benefice : 

Perpetual Curacy of Dunster. 

Particulars of taxes payable. 

Tarish of Meare. 

Land tax . . • . . 711 

Drainage rate • • . . 12 6 
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Tarisb of Glastonbury. 

Land tax 4 9 

Drainage rate .... 87 

Parish of Treborough. 

NU. 
Parish of Old CUeve. 

Nil. 
Parish of East ^nstey. 

Nil. 

)Ci 13 9 



The owner of Dunster Castle for the time 
being pays the vicar of Dunster in the February 
of each year a sum of £20. The origin of the 
payment, which appears to be of great antiquity, 
is unknown. 

The parishioners of Dunster have cause to be 
thankful for their beautiful church and its 
numerous services, when they look back only 
some fifty or sixty years. We have seen the 
terrible condition of neglect into which the priory 
church had fallen as Collinson found it. In the 
middle of the last century it was only used as a 
depository for all kinds of rubbish. The windows 
were decayed ; the pavement rough and broken 
up ; the chapel of^ S. Lawrence a mere ruin, 
barely protected by a rough slanting roof, while 
stone walls shut the church oS from the north 
and south transepts. The beautiful screen which 
now encloses it from the south transept stood, as 
shown in Mr. Clarke's interesting drawing, be- 
tween the eastern piers of the tower, no doubt its 
original position. Savage, writing at the beginning 
of the century, tells us that the vicar at that time 
had just had this screen whitewashed ! Some 
twenty years later, the roof of the priory church 
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Ancient Stone Altar found in Situ. 

Chantry of S. Lawrence. 

Chantry of the Blessed Virgin. 

Tomb of Thomas Luttrell and Mar- 
garet his Wife removed from here 
at the restoration of Chantry of the 
Holy Trinity and placed therein 
at A. 

Early Tomb ascribed to the Everard 
Family, but more probably belong- 
ing to a member of the Mohun 
Family. 

Chantry of the Holy Trinity or S. 
George. 

Entrance to Luttrell Vault. 
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Q^ CbBSts, stored originally 
-ntf chamber of the tower. 

Oak Screen now occupying 

JJ^ of Parish Church before 

P jj^ce to Tower Stairs, the 
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^^ been replaced. 
P jyaiice to Tower Stairs. 
'^ ^Q Church from Priory 
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Screen with Rood Loft erected after 
partition of Church A.D. 1498, to 
enclose a Chancel for Parish Church 

Rood Loft Stairs. 

Original Site of Font. 

Gallery erected in 17 16. removed at 
the restoration. 

Door of the Perpendicular period 
built into the original Norman 
doorway 

Site of Ancient Cloisters. 

Foundations of Ancient Building pro- 
bably continuation of the Cloisters. 

Remains of Priory. 
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b^^an to fall in, and was restored by the ^ther of 
the late Mr. Thomas Hole of Dunster, who himself 
carved many of the existing bosses in the roof, 
which he copied from the old and decayed ones 
which had been taken down. Savage appears to 
have descended into the Luttrell vault beneath 
the priory church, and to have counted nineteen 
coffins then to be seen in it, most of which bore 
inscriptions. The chancel of the parish church was 
disfigured by an unsightly arch, which was filled by 
a glass screen. Above the altar hung a large pic- 
ture of the crucifixion, by that very indiflFerent artist 
Mr. Phelps of Porlock. The vicars of Dunster 
lived at EUicombe, and two services on Sunday 
were all the provision for the spiritual needs of 
the parish which were thought necessary. 

The parish church was mled with great square 
pews, both within and without the chancel. The 
west end was blocked by a huge gallery, where 
the singers sat, and the farm hands and lads of 
the parish were alone allowed to locate them- 
selves. This gallery was erected in a.d. 17 17, as 
the churchwardens' accounts show : 



"Spent with Parishioners when they 

met about the gallery 
64 Deals @ 35. and Carriage 
2 Tuns of Timber from Madam Luttrell 
Oak from Old Cleeve 
Wages for the Gallery, etc. 
Gave in bear to all the workmen 

the gallery 
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12 
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7 
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o 
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10 



on 
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When a metrical psalm was mven out, the clerk 
of sixty years ago solemnly left his seat where he 
sat beneath the vicar's reading desk, and proceed- 
ing in stately fashion down the church, ascended 
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the gallery stairs to take his place at the bass viol, 
of which, with two fiddles and a flute, the orchestra 
consisted. Then the stringed instruments were 
leisurely tuned, and the psalm or hymn com- 
mencea. At its close, the clerk returned to his 
desk, to repeat the process at the next musical 
portion of the service. 

The sexton, too, with his long wand, was much 
in evidence as he walked up and down between 
the seats to keep order, or ascended the winding 
gaUery stairs, did sounds of a suspicious nature pro- 
ceed from the assembled lads. By the time he 
reached the platform all was always still, but it is 
related of one of the later worthies who occupied 
this office, that he never wasted his labour in 
ascending to the gallery, and that the cracks of 
his long pole as it fell on the head of some 
shrieking lad, or, missing its objective, hit the 
book desks, resounded throughout the church. 

The sanitary condition of the church, too, was 
in a very terrible state. Families who held pews 
in the church were accustomed to bury their dead 
beneath the floors of their pews in shallow brick 
graves. These graves when opened were fre- 
quently found to be full of black and horribly 
fxBtid water, in which the coffins floated or had 
turned over. The roof of the church was plastered, 
and the windows in a wretched condition. 

But immediately on his succession to the Dunster 
estates, the present Mr. Luttrell took the matter of 
the restoration of the church in hand, and called 
in the services of the late Mr. Street to his aid. 
Mr. Street was ably supported by his clever and 
painstaking assistant, Mr. C. H. Samson, to whom 
the final success of the restoration and the preser- 
vation of its more interesting antiquarian features 
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is largely due. Through the munificence of Mr. 
Luttrell, and the very large gifts of other parish- 
ioners, such as the Rev. J. U. Todd and Mr. 
Gatchell, and the liberal help of many not im- 
mediately connected with the parish, Lady Hood, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Bosanquet, etc., the large sum 
of money required for carrying out Mr. Street's 
plans was soon raised. The initial cost of the 
restoration was about j^ 12,000, of which Mr. 
Luttrell contributed nearly jf 10,000. But large 
sums of money have been expended on the church 
besides, for the organ, painted windows, woodwork, 
heating, etc. 

In the southern wall of the churchyard is a 
curious arch of fifteenth century character. It is 
difficult to see for what purpose it was constructed. 
It is, however, apparendy of about the same date 
as the little building which covers over the spring 
head at the top of Conduit Lane. The water of 
this spring was brought down in early times to 
supply the priory and the castle, and the pipes 
conveying it passed close to or under this recess. 
It is possible, therefore, that a trough or pump 
at which the villagers could obtain water was 
situated here. All that is known for certain is 
that as early as 1680 the churchwardens were in 
the habit or letting out this " Bow " or ** shoop 
under the Churchyard wall,** as it is described in 
their account books, at is. per year. In 1680 the 
tenant of this not very desirable place of business 
was John Pleasway. Later the churchwardens 
appear to have let it out on three lives for 155. 
Tradition has it that at one time the parish stocks 
stood within this recess, but the theory seems to 
be an unlikely one. 

The alms box just within the south door of the 
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church has a brass plate — part of an earlier box — 
which was found in one of the church chests 
some years ago, let into its cover. The plate 
bears the following inscription : 

HE THAT HATH PITY ON THE POORE 
LENDETH VNTO THE LORD AND 
THAT WHICH HE HATH GIVEN Wl 
LL HE PAY HIM AQAINE. PROV. XIX. 

WHO SO 8TOPPETH HIS EARS AT 
THE CRY OF THE POORE HE ALSO 
SHALL CRY HIMSELF BVT SH 
ALL NOT BE HEARD. PROV. XXI. 

M.H. 1634 l.a 

The initials stand for the names of Matthew 
Harte and John Giles, who were churchwardens 
in that year. 
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IV. 



Dunster Church Accounts. 



Overseers' Accounts. 




HE earliest overseers* accounts 
known to exist are contained in 
a volume recently discovered by 
Sir H. M. Lyte in the muni- 
ment room at Dunster Castle. 
They were in the last state of 
decay, but have been restored in 
very excellent fashion. They commence in 1654-5. 
In the first year we find the name of Blackford, a 
family which was to gain much prominence in our 
district. The overseers held at this time for the 
benefit of the poor a sum of £2 $9 los.y which 
was lent out at interest in small sums to various 
parishioners. In this year there were no less than 
thirty-one persons holding portions of this stock, 
^^all which bondes are in Mr. Luttrell*s hands." 
The castle, and the family holding it, seem to 
have been always and very naturally the resort of 
the parishioners when safety was required. The 
total expenditure for the year amounted to £6g. 
The accounts are signed, May, 1655, by George 
Luttrell, who we know died a young man of 
thirty in this year. 
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We find that it was the custom for the over- 
seers and churchwardens to pay a premium with 
the children whom they bound out as apprentices. 
Thus in 1656 William Meade and Andrew 
Worth each receive {^\ 5 J. with an apprentice. 
The accounts at this time are signed by John 
Turberville of Gauldon in the parish of Tolland, 
and Thomas Siderfin. John Turberville must 
have been an old man at this period {yide author's 
Selworthy^ and the Trevelyan Tapers)^ and soon in 
1658 the accounts are signed by Francis Luttrell, 
George Trevelvan, and Thomas Siderfin. At this 
time a pair of shoes cost is. 6d.^ and a shirt with 
the making of it 3/. 9^. 

Running through the first volume of the over- 
seers* accounts we find a yearly payment of 6s. id. 
for a sermon on St. Mark's Day. The digging 
of a grave and the bell cost 2s. 6^., " stretching 
forth ' is.^ and a shroud 5^. A pair of stockings 
3^. George Luttrell bequeathed £40 to the poor 
of Dunster at this time, and Mrs. Jane Luttrell of 
Marshwood pays annually interest at the rate of 
six per cent, on fifty guineas bequeathed for the 
benefit of the poor of Dunster by her husband, 
who it will be remembered died soon after the 
cession of Dunster Castle to the royalists. His 
widow survived him twenty-four years. 

In 1 66 1 *^3^ yards of Irish Cloth and thread 
and buttons and canvas to make pockets'' cost 

In 1662 the parish stock amounts to £^$3 
Ss. lod.y of which £2^$ 8 J- lod.^ "by desire of 
the parish for better securing is in the custodie of 
flfraunceis Luttrell^ Esq.*' In this year there was 
a warrant obtained for bringing in *^the Card- 
maker of Lyddeard before Mr. Luttrell, Justice 
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of the Peace.** In 1665 Mr. Grant the vicar re- 
ceives ^^ the 6j. %d. for a sermon upon Markes day 
accordinge to Doneer's will/* In this year we 
find the first official appointment of overseers. 
A traveller passes through Dunster under ^' a passe 
under ye duke Albemarle." " Base " for clothes 
for the poor costs 3J. 3</. per yard. ^*5 yards 
and one quarter twille clothe with baze and tape 
to make Elizabeth Braze a coate 6i. 8^." 

1667. This is the earliest list of ratepayers we 
have found. It gives us the names of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of Dunster at that date. 

" Dunster Psh. 

A rate made the 23rd Aprill, Anno Domi 1667 
for ye maintaynance of ye poore of the psh 
affbresaid. 

John Leigh 

Thomas Thorne, Churchwardens. 

Richard Bower 

Edmond Burington, James Turner, 

and Allexander Prole, Overseers of 

ye poore of ye pish affi^resaid as 

fFoUows : 
The heires of Francis Luttrell, Esq. . i 10 o 
S' Hugh Stewkly, Bart. . . i 10 o 

Mrs. Jane Luttrell .... 40 

Mrs. Linde or occupyer ... 20 

The Heires of Tho. Trevelian, Esq. . i o 

Nicholas Blake, Gnt. ... 12 

Anne Prole, Wid 9 

Ambrose Moore .... 10 

Allice James, Wid 4 

Allex. Prole 24 

Anne Kidner . • • • . 3 

Adrian Millet 4 
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Benjamin Blandon 

Elix. Everts 

Ephraim Lewis 

Edmond Brimpton 

Edward Shenton 

Edward Radford .... i 

ffrancis Pearse, Gent ... 2 

George Ashe . 

George Bartlet . 

Giles Punter . 

George Allderman 

Henry Dye 

Henry Strong . 

Henry Berryman 

Henry Prole . 

Henrv Blandon 

Izot Shorland, Vid, 

John Dunn 

John Question 

John Strong 

John Strue 

John Clement 

John Brint 

John Wright 

John Teinsler 

John Tirrc3l 

Jeremie Spurrier 

John Leigh i 

John Poggin 2 

John Mitchell 2 

James Wilkins .... i 

John Trill 

James Turner i 

James Shute 3 

John Daunter 3 

John Blake i 



4 
4 

lO 

4 

o 
o 



6 
8 

ID 
2 

9 

o 
8 

o 

2 

4 
6 

o 

o 

o 
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John Bryant 

John Edmunds 

John Leigh 

John Skinner or o' 

James Ashford 

John Raull 

John Hosegood 

John Clement . 

John Pearce or o' 

John Turrill or o' 

John Long 

Katherine Long, Wid 

Katherine Price 

Lewis Sweetinge 

Lawrence Luckwill or o' 

Lawrence Thomas 

Marjr Mead, Vid. 

M» Mitchell . 

Mary Markes, Vid. 

Margeret Watts 

M" Wescombe or o' 

M" Downe for y* meddows or o' 

Matthew Hooper 

Mary Giles, Vid. 

Mary Crockford, Vid. 

M" Downe for what was Stephens land 

Nicholas Ingrain or o' 

Peter Horman, Jun. 

Peter Berjrman or o' 

Peter Horman, Sen. 

Peter Kidner . 

Phillip Elston . 

Ricluu'd Bower 

Richard Slocombe 

Robert G>urserer 

Robert Marknes 



12 
2 
2 

I 



2 
I 

2 

4 
4 
4 



I3S 

o 
8 
8 
8 

4 
4 
o 
6 

4 
2 

4 
3 
4 
o 

2 
2 

4 
2 

6 

4 
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6 
6 
6 
o 
o 

2 
ID 

6 

5 
6 

6 
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Ralph HiU . 


• 




2 







Robert GUes, Sen. . 


. 






8 




Robert Wilkins 


. 






8 




Richard Escott or oc. 


• 




I 







Robert Drew 


. 






4 




Richard Starcorow . 


, 






4 




Richard Escott, Sen., ye 


marsh . 




4 




Richard Coocksly 


. 


• « 


I 







Richard Blackford . 


, 


, , 


I 


2 


1 


Richard Moore or oc. 


, 


9 




8 




Richard Escott for yt 


was 


WUkin's 








ground 


, 


• 




4 


, 


Silvester Allercot 


. 


. 


7 







Samuell Crockford, Sen.^ 


► y^ 


medd 


1 


6 




Thomas Chillcot 






I 







Thomas Clement 


. 


. 


I 







Thomas Dennis 


. 


. 


I 







Thomas Mackness 


. 


, 


I 


4 




Thomas Dennis 


. 


. 


I 





I 


Thomas Beard 


. 


, , 




10 




Thomas Wheaden 


• 


, , 




10 




Thomas Hendly, Gent. 
The Wid. Bartlet . 


, 


, 


2 


4 




. 


. 


I 


10 




The Wid. Chapman . 


. 


. « 


I 


10 




The Wid. Quirke . 


, 


, 


I 







Thomas Bampton 


• 


. 






I 


Thomas Blackwell 


• 


, 








Thomas Elston 


. 


, 








Thomas Siderfin, Esq. 


. 


. 


3 







The oc. of Burcham's 


, 


a 


6 







Thomas Evyhorn 
The Wid. Ewens . 


. 


. 


2 







. 


, 








Thomas Beryman 


. 


. 








Thomas Turner 


. 


, 


4 







Thomas Blackwell . 


, 


. 


4 







The Tcnmt of Hopcot 


• 


• 
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4 o 



I o 

I o 

I o 

I o 

I o 



Margaret Evct 
The Wid. Knowles 
The Wid. Batt 
The Wid. George 
The Wid. Welch 
William Shenton 
Walter Slowcombe, Sen. 
William Hurford 
E. Vats . 
Will. Bryant . 
William Mowis 
Will. Coffin 
Will. Arsie . 
WiU. James . 

1667. Warrant " for warning strangers out of 
the towne.*' A warrant " to warne ye miller of 
Avill out of ye pishe." All through this period 
warrants are frequently obtained for the *' removal 
of strangers.*' The danger of poor people from 
other parishes becoming chargeable to the rates 
was always most jeaufously guarded against. 
Margaret Gardener is paid ^* for curing l^omas 
Helbnan's child for the Ricketts." Margaret 
was no doubt the seventh child of the seventh 
child ; and hence, according to our still prevalent 
superstition, enabled to cure by her touch and 
the use of certain formulse children afflicted with 
king's evil and other diseases. Curiously enough 
the writer has known this treatment apparency 
succeed when medical efforts have been unavailing. 
The miller of Avill appears to have refused to 
leave the parish, and the ** warning " having been 
of no avail, an order is obtained " for sending ye 
Miller of Avill out of ye pishe." Irish doth 
is now 15. %d. per yard, and ^* carsie " 2i. %d. per 
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yard ; eight )rards of Irish cloth were required 
for ** a coat waistcoat and galoons/* 

1668. John Wright is paid for "^ a yarde of 
canvas and turpentine to make plaisters for George 
Ashefordes maidshead u. \od. The " plaisters '* 
appear to have been unsuccessful, and the services 
of Diana Worth are secured, who is paid \os. " for 
healing of George Ashefordes maidshead." How- 
ever, local treatment was still required,* " Paid to 
John Wright nowe and at several tjrmes for tur- 
pentine canvass and rossin for George Ashefordes 
maidshead u. 5i^." "Dowlas" is now used for 
at \oa. 



shirting at lorf. per yard. 4^ yards ** 
cost 5J. 

1670. "Paid for cuttinge of John Lacy's 
haire i^.** ** Paid for two pound of Gmdles to 
wach with John Lacy 9^/' The parish paid a 
person to watch by the side of a corpse until its 
burial. " Paid for Beere and for Stretching forth 
of Grace Worth \s. 4i/." Four overseers are 
now yearly appointed by the outgoing overseers. 

*' An accompt of the principall monies belong- 
ing to the poore of the pysh of Dunster an in 
whose hands the same now are made up the 22 nd 
of Aprill 1672. 
There is placed on the securitie of Taunton 

deane lands in Taunton Castle • jC^oo 

There is due upon bond dated 15 April, 

1659 from Mr. Andrew Worthe . 5 

There is due from Mr. Joseph Drake upon 

bond dated 27 April 1658 . . 10 
There is due from Wm. Skynner in pte of 

20// upon bond dated 10 April 1656 10 
There is due from John Hayes upon bond 

dated i Nov. 1667 .... 8 
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There is due from Thomas Macknees upon 

bond dated 22 May 1658 . . 10 

There is due from Thomas Clement upon 

bond dated 27 Dec. 1687 . . 15 

There is due from John Burt upon bond 

dated 17 April 1659 ... 3 

There is due from Mary Giles widd. upon 

bond dated 16 Dec. 1658 4 

There is due from John Ewens upk)n bond 

dated 14 July 1668 ... 8 

There is due from Nicholas Pawlington 

upon bond dated 23 Nov. 1654 . 10 
There is due from Wm. Bryant upon bond 

dated 8 Janu. 1670 ... 5 

There is due from PhiUipp Grandfield upon 

bond dated 24 March 1663, which was 

pte of Mr. Thomas Luttrell*s legacy 40 

There is remayning in the hands of Mr. 
Horman pte of monies received by 
him and paid into Taunton Castle as 
pte of the ;C2CX> untill more monies 
bee received to make a greate sume 
to be there alsoe placed by the dis^ 
cretion of Mrs. Luttrell W"* consent 
of the Ovseers . . . . 18 

So the whole monies belonging to the 

poore is 346 

There was los. due from Wm. Pullen and 
20s. from Richard Cowlin both which 
somes are lost there being noe pSon 
now to be found lyable to pay the same 2 

Which makes up the auncient sume be- 
longing to the poore . . • £zi^ 
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1674. "Paid unto Luke Hitchox for couring 
Collimores boys head ioj." 

" A shroud and ringing ^s. 2d. ; making grave 

" For drawinge the Case to advise with Coun- 
cill for the byinge of Webbers land." 

** Mr. Question of curing John Dowent leedge 
li 5s. odr 

" An account to whome the money received for 
24 and halfe Irish sheep which were sold for the 
poor the 14*^ of Aug. 75 being £'j 19J. 3^. was 
given." It was distributed in small sums amongst 
fifty-eight poor persons. Next vear there is 
another wind^. '^Two pounds fourtine and a 
penny for Irish sheep which was seased and sold 
according to law/* which was disbursed as follows : 
By an act of parliament passed in the eighteenth 
year of Charles II, intituled " An act against im- 
porting cattle from Ireland and other parts beyond 
the seas/' it was enacted that the importation of 
cattle from the 2nd day of February, 1665, should 
be a common and public nuisance ; and that if 
any great cattle should, from afrer the day above 
mentioned, be imported or brought from beyond 
sea into the kingdom of England, it should be 
lawful for any constable, tithingman, headborough, 
churchwardens, or overseers of the poor, or any 
of them, within their respective liberties or parishes, 
to seize the same, and that the same should be 
forfeited, one half to the use of the poor of the 
parish where the same should be seized, and the 
other half to the use of the persons seizing the 
same ; and by another act of 20 Charles II it was 
enacted that not only the constables and officers 
before mentioned, but any other inhabitant of the 
liberties and parishes where such importation of 
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foreign cattle should be made, should be em- 
potvered to seize and deliver the same over to the 
constables, churchwardens, and overseers of the 
same parish, to be disposed of according to the 
said acts ; and that every vessel importing the 
same should be liable to the like seizure ; and 
that the monies arising from the sale thereof 
should be applied as aforesaid. 

After the passing of the said acts, it appears 
that a number of sheep and cattle were unlawfully 
imported from Ireland, and seizures of very con- 
siderable value were not unfrequently made. A 
capture of the kind was {vide author's Minehead) 
the origin of the important "cow" charity at 
Minehead, and no doubt strict watch was kept 
along our coast at this time for prizes which 
brought in such satisfactory results. 

1675. ** Paid Mr. Grant (the vicar) for marry- 
ing Walter Watts and Jane Baker u." At this 
period, and still more later on, the arrangements 
for the poor were very unsatisfactory, and no 
doubt encouraged idleness. Whole families made 
no effort at self-support. The children of such 
families were brought up entirely on charity, 
clothed, fed, and apprenticed, till finally the fees 
for their marriage were paid out of charity money, 
as in the above case. Nor did the matter stop 
there, for after many years perhaps of wedded 
life, the couple could return to their parish, and if 
in need of help, be maintained by parish funds 
until they died, when the parish paid the cost of 
their funerals. 

1676. "Gave David Palle 3 -boushells of 
CoUes IS. 9^." 

" Brod Calley Crow " is now i2^d. per yd. 
"Charges at Bath Sessions with horse higher 
the same thirty six shillings.*' 
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" For two orders to remove the Wid. Snow and 
yc Wid. Skjrner with two horses higher 6i." 

** Paid for the higher of two horses to cany the 
Widow Snow and here child to treborow." 

*^ A warrant to distraine on severall persons that 
refused to paye ye poor rate with horse higher." 

** 3 boushells of coUes u. 9^/." 

" Alexander Prole nine shilling with his aprentice 
besides close to make out twenty shillings/' 

Cruel as the scene — so familiar to those who 
have studied overseers' accounts — is of the parish 
officials assembled at some local inn, and supping 
their beer at the expense of the parish, while they 
leisurely considered the poor little pauper children 
brought before them as able to do a little work, 
and decided to whom they should be bound out, 
yet the system had many good points. The child 
had a chance of thoroughly learning a trade, and 
so of becoming independent at the end of its 
apprenticeship. Will the development of the 
secondary school system produce a better result ? 
Certainly the expense to the country is much 
greater. Did a person refuse to receive an 
apprentice when one was allotted to his estate, he 
had to pay a fine. 

1678. Rate this year ^^84 oj. od. 

" Curing Mary Badcoke of the itch 8j.** 
" Doctor Hanacock to ye curing of Jane Welch 
l^ OS. odr 

1679. Mr. Rich, Gent, for curing Jane Blin- 
don's thigh £^ os. o^." 

"To Thos. Hewey his charges for presenting 
Mary Perkins for murder and drawing his In- 
dictment 13J.** 

"Andrew Hobb and WiUm Watte for Waking 
with Hoborn. A score of faggots 3J." 
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1679. ** Given towards the redemption of 
Andrew Hobs his bed unto Will. Watts for rent 
2S. 6dr 

In the next year one hundred and seventy- 
eight people pay poor rate. Amongst the pieces 
of land mentioned is ^^ Meadow at Gallick's 
Cross." 

Through all this time the poor chargeable on 
the parish were either lodged out or placed in 
houses^ the rent of which was paid for them. 
Food, doctor's fees, clothing, washing were also 
paid for. They were clad apparendy in Irish 
cloth at 9^. per yard, or "bayes" at 10^. The 
cost of maintenance was low. Thus in this year 
" John Burkmans diet '* per week amounted to 
no more than is. 4J. On the other hand the 
doctor's fees for setting broken bones, etc., seem 
high for the date. The doctors were, however, 
as a rule, retained at a fee of ^5 5 J. per year, with 
the understanding that they should supply dl the 
ordinary attendance and medicine required. 

** P* for setting Joane Blindons leg being 
broken £1.'' 

1682. "P* for seting Thomas Gillse his leeg 
being broken in 3 places £1 15J." The most 
stringent precautions were taken to prevent stran- 
gers from getting a settlement. Constant pay- 
ments occur for " warning " strangers, horse-hire 
for removing people, and for warrants of ejection 
if the strangers were refractory, etc. 

In 1 68 1 we find the parishioners for the first 
time signing the election of wardens and over- 
seers. The parishioners who signed on this oc- 
casion were Mc^ Blake, Rich. Bower, Walter 
Slocombe, Thomas Chilcott, Fran. Shutt, Thomas 
Mickper, John MoflTatt. 
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The second book of parish accounts, which 
opens with the year 1685, is in good condition. 

** Antony Courtney to go to bee cured of bad 
eyes ioj." It was customary for the overseers to 
pay the expenses of paupers going to Bath for the 
waters, etc. 

" P* for expenses to ride to psent the Rebels at 
Stogumber. Horse hire and expenses 5^/* 

The battle of Sedgmoor was fought on July 
6th, 1685. Jeffreys came to Taunton in the 
September of this bloodstained year, so this ex- 
pedition of the Dunster overseers must have 
taken place probably in the month of August. 
Directions had been sent out for all persons sus- 
pected of having any share in the rebellion, or in 
any way promoted Monmouth's cause, to be 
brought before the justices, by whom, if found 
guilty^ they were sent on to the famous assizes 
held at Taunton in the September of that year, 
at which Jeffreys presided. We know that at 
least three people were hanged at Dunster at this 
time, and six at Minehead. The three poor men 
who were put to death at Dunster were Henry 
Lackwell, John Geanes, and William Sully {An 
Impartial History of the Life and Death of George 
Lord Jeffreys. London, 1689). These were the 
ofi^enders, probably, whom the overseers, John 
Clement, John Moffatt, John Blake, and John 
Wilson, had hunted up and denounced at the 
Stogumber Petty Sessions. It is more than likely 
that the execution took place on Gallox Hill. We 
can picture the mournful procession passing down 
Water Street, the three men, known to all Duns- 
ter, surrounded by their weeping friends and 
relatives, across Gallox bridge, then up the steep 
ascent, climbed in earlier times by those whom in 
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the rough days of the twelfth and thirteenth cen- 
turies the De Moiones had condemned to death, 
till the top of the brown hill and the gibbets, 
which stood out against the skyline, were reached. 
But the refined cruelty of Jeffreys waged war even 
against the dead. He did not allow the dead 
bodies of his victims to remain in peace. They 
were taken down from the gibbets, and the limbs 
torn asunder and boiled in pitch to preserve them, 
were nailed to posts or hung on trees at various 
points along the highways as a terror to the foes 
of his most pious majesty James II. The cross- 
way at the bottom of West Street perhaps claimed 
a share of these ghastly trophies. 

In 1686 the churchwardens acknowledged the 
receipt of ^10, " beinge the gifts of Andrew 
Worthe, Gent., deceased." 

The rate made for the vear 1686 gives us an 
interesting list of the principal inhabitants of the 
parish at that date. 

firancis Luttrell, Esq. • • .1 
Sir Hugh Stewkelw, K* and Barr* . i 
the heirs of Knoll (of Mr. Thomas 

Trevelyan) 
firancis Pearce, Gent. 
Robert Allercott 
Grace Evans, Wid. 
Thomas Clymont 

of Hartnolls 
Henry Blundon 
Edw. Shenton . 
Geo. Gregory . 
Tho. Cross 

William Warman, Peter Meade, Geo. Close, 
Benj. Blundon, Ambrose Meare, John Clement 
Sr., John Clement Jr., Christian Briant, George 



19 
10 



3 
3 

I 
I 
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Bcrrjr, John Clement for dauntsey 3/., Robert 
Strong, George Bartlett, Robert James, Mr. Zar, 
WiUiam Worthe, WiUiam Blake Gent, Mr. Sam 
Crockford for ye Shop, Sam Crockford, Rich. 

Bowers, Rob. Courtt, Tho. Banton, Wm. for 

Mr. Sweeting for Haymarsh, John Atkins, Rich. 
Blackford Gent., George AUercott, flrancis Blake» 
Tho. Platte, Tho. dennis for ye Ship, Eliz. Chil- 
cott, Joane AUercott, Joane Knigh^ Rachell 
Question, William Sealey, John Stride, Tho. 
Mackness, Geo. Chaplin, John Moffatt, John 
Hernian, Widd. Attawill, occ' of what was Walter 
Slocombes, Tho. Wilson, Eliz. Taylor, Sam. 
Matthews, John Gunn, James Wilkins for Berri- 
mans, Robert Griffy, Tho. Chilcott, Katheren 
Long, Henry Andrewe, James Wybourne, Widd. 
Blackwill, Widd. Hurford, WiUm. Moor, John 
Turrill, John Edwards, Kathern Aprice, Henry 
Hurford, James Withicomb, Andrew Millctt, 
William Elston, Peter Berriman, Widd. Chap- 
man, Joane Strong, Rob. Hos^ood, George 
Clark, Wm. Apsey, Abraham Thomas, John 
Leigh, Willm. Shepherd, Honor Coffin, James 
Pears, John Perry, Augustin Question, Henry 
Prole, Ephraim Lewis, Nich. Blake Gent., Eliz. 
Coggan, Rob. Griffith, Willm. Leigh, Rob. Burtt, 
John Burroes, William Norrich, James Turner, 
Wm. Pinn, Wm. Watts, Ambrose Bradford, 
John Long, Rich. Luckwill, John Burnell, John 
Briant, John Blake, Mr. Blackford for Wescombe, 
occ. of Woolcotts, occ. of Phillips, John Wibourn, 
Rob. GUes, Wid. Skiner, Ellen Escott, John 
Ewens, Geo. Speake Esq. for Berrimans, Mr. 
Siderfin, Geo. Blake, Widd. Stronge, Geo. Ed- 
mond, Edm. Cade, James Shutt for Staunton 
(5J.), Widd, Drew, Widd. James, Mr, Downe 
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for Hopcott, Tho. Siderfin Gent., Rich. Wardlc, 
Willm. Reed, Tho. Wilkins, Geo. Dolbridge, 
Willm. Warman, John Way, John Milton, Peter 
Kidner, Henry Stockham, Willm. Cros, John 
Strettinger, John Clarke, Wm. Chaplin, Jenkin 
Philpott, Tho. Mercomb, Rob. Wood, Bernard 
Knight, Mr. Sam Crockford for Ellicombe (4^.), 
John Plasway, Rich. Chapman, Mr. Prowse. 

"Ye Widdow Morgan for keeping Burts a 
child for ye moneth lOf." 

History repeats itself; and this principle of 
boarding out pauper children is now being ex- 
tensively advocated again. It certainly has its 
bright side. 6j. per month seems to have been 
the usual payment. There may have been special 
circumstances in the case of " Burts." 

" Antony Courtney 8 yds of dowUas for 2 shurts 

** One smock for ye Widdow Stone." 

The prices of goods for the poor and their 
house rent seem^ to have been much the same 
throughout the district {vide author's SelworAy and 
Mine he ad). 

1688. "Paid for two Mattins Books for 
hoopers children 6^." 

'* 7th Month. Pd. for Beer and wood to make 
bonfires for the p'tended prince of Wales £1 i6j." 

The fee at this period (1688) received with an 
apprentice was £,2. 

"Wm. Cross with John Crase his apprentice 
£^2. Robert Briant widi fifrancis Newton £2." 

Where the parents were desirous of appren- 
ticing their children themselves, the overseers 
assisted. 

" Joan Pullin towards the binding out of her 
son 10^," 
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A fee of $s. was paid for keeping the account 
for each vear, and 2s. 6d. for paper. 

In 1667 it had been enacted that all persons 
should be buried in woollen stufis and not linen ; 
but the law was verv generally evaded, until made 
more stringent in 1 678. The clergy were directed 
to make an entry in the register that an affidavit 
had been made to them, within eight days after 
the burial, certifying that the requirement of the 
law had been fulfilled. If it was not complied with, 
an information was laid before a justice of the 
peace, and the executors of the dead person had to 
pay a fine of £$ — 50J. to the poor of the parish 
and 50J. to the informer. Thus 1689, "Upon 
burying of Frances ye wife of Thomas Watts on 
jre 29*** of November Ano. Dom. 1689 50J. was 
paid because she was buried in linen, and thus 
disbursed.'' Then follows a list of one hundred 
poor people who had each received sixpence. 

1689. "A Sermon Markes Day 6s. %dy 

1690. Five yards of stuflF were required for a 
shroud at ii^. = 4J. *]d. "P* for making her 
grave, ringing ye bell and stretching her out and 
affidavit (of the burial being in wool), 3^.'* So 
the general cost of a pauper funeral was 7^. ^d. 

1690. "Upon Burying of Francis Luttrill 
Esq. on the 4th of August Anne. Dom. 1690, 
fifty shillings was paid because he was buried in 
linen and thus disbursed.** In the December of 
the same year a similar fine is paid by the repre- 
sentatives of Elizabeth, the wife of Samuel Hay- 
man. 

Cloth YTfs now 2 J. 4i/. per yard. " P* for five 
yeards of doth at 2j. 4//. p. yed. for a Coat and 
breeches for Thomas Berryman and making 2j. %d. 
i6s. 6dr 
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" Paid Mr. Blackford for a councellors advice 
at London \os. and his solicitor 3^. \d. and posted 
ye 2J. about Ketnors discharge/* Mr. Blackford 
and his family owned property in Dunster. He 
was, it thus appears, in practice in London as a 
barrister at this date. Later he became a master 
in chancery. 

The total rate for this year was {^\i^o 8j. 6^., 
and the outgoings were as follows : 
Weekly payments to the poor . . 96 10 i 
Burying . . . . .240 

House Rent 5 9 9 

Apparell 9 18 10 

Want and sickness . . 20 4 2 



iiZAt 6 10 



**Paid Mr. Devonsheir for curing Widow 
Hemburys arms bv ye consent of ye prishioners 
loj. and Luke Pitcner for cures 2j. 6^." Pitcher 
seems to have been the local apothecary. 

Thomas Dennisford pays for "ye Shipp.** 
George Speake, Esq., for Berrymans. 

The accounts at this period are uniformly 
signed by one James Cade as well as Francis 
Luttrell. Who, we wonder, was the former 
worthy? He did not belong to any of the well- 
known families settled at that time in the district. 

Mary Badcock's confinement in this year seems 
to have put the parish to considerable expense : 
" for a yeard and a half of bayes and shuger and 
candels and one yeard of white bayes and more 
shuger and dyvers cordyal and hunie and oyl for 
Mary Badcock in her troble." " For the midd- 
wife and the weeming that ware with Mary Bad- 
cock." 
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Sander Rackleys goods are sold for the good of 
the parish. 
" The Crock wais 17 powne sold at 6 

peince a powne comes to • ^ 9 

platters wais 7 pownd and a quarter at 

7 pens a pound comes to • 4 ^ 

the • . and board and Coberd comes 

to 80 

And to cofers and to platters comes to 21 

the holde of his goods comes to j£i 30 

1692. ''John Clements for keeping Antony 
Courteney for board for him 2i., fier in his cham- 
ber IS. 4i/. = 4J. 4^/." 

•« For a bottle of Stirtick Water i j." 

1693. Thir^ ^gots of wood cost 45., and six 
'' bushells of coles " 3^. 6^. 

"May ye 29th 1693. Received u. being 
moneys leveyed on Will* Williams by ye Justice 
for not being to church in time of Service and 
given to the poor as followeth/' (Six poor people 
receive id. each). 

The sUtutes of Edward VI and Elizabeth, re 
attendance at church, had been confirmed by 
Charles II, and it was an indictable ofiFence to be 
absent from divine service on Sundays. 

"May ye loth. Received of Mr. William 
Sealey 3/. 41/. being moneys leveyed by the Justice 
on Mr. Thomas Joanes A minister for being 
overcome with bear And give to the poor as 
ffblloweth." 

** December i2. Received Money Leveyd on 
Mr. Bryant by y* Justice for his Gray hound 
given thus (13/. 4</.)*" 

In 1694 rent was being paid for nine pauper 
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families. The rent averaged from lOi, to i6j. per 
year. 

In 1695 a whole page is taken up in the history 
of one William Craze. " I William Craze Junior 
do hereby give notice in the parish Church of 
your said Towne of Dunster that I am come 
home to settle as an inhabitant of your said parish 
of Dunster being born there. In witness whereof 
I have hereto sett my hand this fourth day of 
September Annoque Domini 1695.'* Then follows 
a statement of this declaration being '^ published 
in the parish Church of Dunster by the Church- 
wardens and Overseers of the poor of the parish 
on Sunday Eveninge 15th daye of September after 
devine Service." On the 30th of Sept., however. 
Craze, under a warrant from Mr. Palmer of Far- 
field, was carried before " George Musgravc Esq. 
who there told him that he was a parishioner in 
Carhampton.** 

On 7th October were sold the goods of Joan 
Alderman, who had been maintained by the 
parish. " A Hamnell Coate 7J., a green coate 2^., 
a black Coate 7^., a Wascote 15., i drawer is. 6^., 

1 Apron and hood 9^., The two kittles and a 
skillet 7J. 6d.y ye bedsteed 5/. 6^., 2 sheets 55. i^., 

2 blew rugs 4J. 8^., ye bolster 7/., i bolster i pil- 
low and bed 661bs. at 7^., ii i%s. Sd."" The 
parish, however, was left in debt by the poor old 
soul. 

Craze seems to have returned the next year, and 
to have been expelled, by a warrant, from the parish. 

At the sale of the goods of Ann Thomas a 
pewter dish fetched 4//., an *^ earthen platter and a 
plate of earth " 2 J^., a « blankett " 4J. 4//. Will 
Lang, who seems to have bought largely at this 
sale, carried off a miscellaneous lot consisting of 
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** I wascoat, 2 Coates, 2 pewter dishes, 9 spoons, 
I hood, I mantle, i bolster, 2 feather PiUos, 2 
bedtjres, 2 bed steeds, i Gister, 3 crooks, i Coffer, 
I box and other things/* for £1 los. 

** Pd. Pitcher for drawing a tooth for Porters 
mayde 6^." 

1698. The chai^ for a cart and horse per day 
is now 2i. 6d. 

By 1699 the first step towards our modern 
sjrstem had been taken at Dunster, and the poor 
were established in a poor house, to which the 
furniture of the paupers was removed. The con- 
finement and life under rule in their new quarters 
must have come as a great hardship to the paupers, 
who had been accustomed hitherto to live separate 
and free lives. 

1700. There is a bill for clothing the poor at 
this time. 

'* Paid Hugh Matthews for 14 yards of freeze 
at 2s. and 4^. per yd. £1 12s. %dy 

*^ paid him for 13^ yards Gursey at 2s. 2d. per 
jd.^£i^.2dr 

1702. "Received of Justice Siderfin 2j., it 
being Levyed on Tackbeard a smith of Lux- 
borough for swearing, and eave it as fibllowes/' 

1702. " May the ist, of Esq. Siderfin 5J. 6^., 
which was paid by Kensett of Winsford for break- 
ing the Saboth and other ofilences, it was given to 
ye persons under written." 

" Pd. ye Kings Tax for Buring Buckmans Child 
and Mary Bakers Child Ss" 

'*Mr. Hewett his bill for ye cureing Joan 
Eames thigh ,^3." 

" Gave y* Workmen y* wrought at ve 
Almshouse in beer 6d. and pd. for 
Carriage outt of y^ rubble .16 
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P* George Wesdakc for Thetching f 

Almshouse 80 

P* for Sparrs and wattering y* reed . i 3 

Also for a hundred of reed . . . 14 o 
1703. " Upon Burying of Sarah the Wife of 
Heman Ball on the 27th of November Ano. 
Dom. 1703, 50^. was paid because shee was buried 
in Linning and thus disbursed." 

1707. **The Clarkes rate is forgiven for his 
publishing the 2 rates yearly." 

1708. " High Rent for the Almshouse, i j/* 
From this time on there are frequent allusions 

to this institution. 

"Geo. Westlake in want in Candle i\d.y in 
Sugar and brimstone 1^^.3=4^/." 

^' Given Anne bello 3 yds. Prest Bays and \ yd. 
CuU^ lining to make a body to her gown she 
being almost naked, ^s. lod^ 

" We have bound out 7 aprentices which are as 
under : 

''James Bach alias Wescumbe to Henery Slo- 
cumbe of Mash fur Sir Hugh Stukleys esteat. 

" Henery Eastine to Mr. John Sealy for Mr. 
William Sealy*s esteat. 

"Thomas Long to John Beaker for Mr. 
Escote's esteat to Alcum. 

"Robert Long to Thomas Mercum, bearers, 
f&ancis Quirke, John Question, George Dol- 
bridge jr. for the Ship and Robert Court. 

"Joane Prole to William Blackwell, bearers, 
John Andrew for Mrs. Willicumbes esteat in 
Alcum and Robert Copp. 

"Jane Sa^ to Mr. John Whitelock Gent, for 
his estate in Dunster. 

"Jone Rawle to Henery Millar — Hopkin 
Morgin for Elicum, Baldwin Knight bearers." 
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£i is at this time paid with each apprentice. 

** ffor sacke for . • . boy in sickness 8^." 

April 5th. Overseers are appointed for "the 
Town ** and for " the Country." 

The following appears at the end of the sum- 
mary of the overseers* accounts for this year : 

" Note it 

In Robert Burts yeare 

Pease and Bacon were very deare/* 

1712. At this time it was the custom to 
appoint parish officers for both the town and the 
agricultural portions of Dunster. 

" Officers for the yeare ensuing, 

Baldwin Knight)^, . 1 
Robert Dibbfe [Churchwardens 

John Jones, Churchwarden for the Countrey. 
Baldwin Knightly 
Robert Dibble [Overseers. 

Overseers for the Countrey, Robt. Drew, Henry 
Millar." 

1713. ** May y* 19*'. I recv* by us firancis 
Bradley and Thomas Staddon Churchwardens and 
Overseers of y* poor of y* pish gf Dunster by ye 
approbation and direction of some of the inhabit- 
ants thereof whose names are subscribed as Wit- 
nefses hereunto, of ye hon^ Mrs. Dorothy Luttrell 
the sume of Eleven pounds, sixteen shillings and 
sixpence for halfe a years interest ending at Lady- 
day last past for y* sume of ^T^&b. being as well 
for money w^ ColP ffrancis Luttrell had in his 
lifetime of y* said psh poore stock and y* interest 
thereof, as also for 50/r^. given in and by y* last 
Will and Testam* of f hon"* Coll. Alexand. 
Lutterell to y* poor of the psh, we say recv* y* 
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said sum of 11 16 6 



Principle Monev . . . . 292 6 o 
Interest thereof for 9 years at ^lib. 

per cent 131 8 o 

Legacy given by Coll. LuttreUs Will 50 o o 

473 8 o 



Interest for 473/1^. 8j. od. yearly at 

^lib. per cent. . . 23 13 o 

Halfe years interest is . . 11 16 6 

y* 8i. makes wlib. i6i. wd. 

W" Sealey, W" Leigh, Cha. Crockford, W 
Eeston, Tho. Watts, Tho. Griffen, Tho. Prowse 
were witnefses." 

"June y* 6*"* Memorandum that there was 
forfited by George Delbridge Jun' for y* use of 
the poore of Dunster, seven shillings and six- 
pence, for selling of Ale in paints not sealed, and 
given by Mr. L^th Supervisor to Francis Bradley 
and Thomas Staddon overseers, by y* Justices 
order, and was thus distributed, with a ginna 
given by S' Jacob Banks." 

"Aug* 18. Gave Legs Children when they 
had ye small pox li." 

Tne overseers received this year : 

" Rec* of ffiy of Minehead for swearing ^^i." 

" Rec* of Lenard farmer for ye rent of the psh 
garden ^^i." 

** Rec* of Lenard farmer for a tree in y* psh 
garden 4J." 

1715. " By Mr. Blackfords orders ye Crowners 
feys 13J. 4i/." 

** George Rawle Jorney to Wells lOJ." 
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** Robert QoScn for Waching of the dead 
Corps 9^." 

Now follows, beautifully written, " An account 
of the Writings in the Box within the Poors 
Chest on the North side of the Chauncel in 
Dunster Church viz. : 95 Indentures, 62 Dis- 
charges, 12 Orders of Sessions, 25 orders of re- 
mo\^s, 45 warrants against intruders, 28 Mis- 
cellanies. 266 documents in all. October 12, 
1 71 5. The keyes to the chests in the middle loft 
in Dunster Tower the first is as you enter the loft 
the others in order. 

1. William Blackford Esq. his key. 

2. William Question (jre 3rd of tluit name) his 
key. 

3. William Blake Esq. his key. 

4. Thomas Chilcot his key.** 
The apprentice list is as follows : 

John Owen apprentice to John Mark- 
ham cordwainer . ..500 

John Reed apprentice to Rob. Leigh 

Weaver 500 

John Baker apprentice to Sam. Cowline 

thatcher 500 

Ann Strickland apprentice to Mary 

Stride Sempstress . .300 

Amy Perkins with her apprentice . 16/. 

four pairs of indentures . 19/- 

1717. for an old ruge fibr old blake 

in his sickness .... 26 

ffbr 4 yards of cotten Tape ffor old 

bbdke when his arme was cott off . 6 

Ye doctor poole ffor cotting off old 

blakes arme . . . .116 

ffor bare when old blakes arme was 
cott off in treating ye Doctor 
poole 9 
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IFor sope for old Blake in washing of him 2 

ftor a nick of mooton for old blake in 

his sickness ..... 5 

F* baldwin Ringlet ffor care ye old 

blake hade in his sickness . . 30 

Blake gets worse, and the overseers call in a 
second opinion. 
F* beare in treating of Doctor Cording 

ffor going to old Blake . . 3 

ffor sope for washing of old blaks 

clothes i^ 

Bays thread is procured for him, his daughter 
is paid for " tending him " ; " One yard of bays 
and straw *' are purchased for him ; Elizabeth 
Morgan is called in to help ^^ tend '* him, and yet 
'* old blake " was inconsiderate enough to die and 
put the parish to fresh expense, 
fibr ye people in stretching fibrth of 

old blake 12 

Alexander Pitcher for his attending of 

him ..... 10 

for his shroud 4J. %d. and a affidavit for him 6d. 

Joane Morgan died in the almshouse, and her 
goods were sold to pay the expenses of her 
funeral : ** i brass pott 9J., one tubb is. 4^., one 
curn is.y one skillet u., Her wood she had le^ 55., 
ffor a bedstead 2s. id.^ ffor a frying pane, 3//., fibr 
a pail lod. Her coffin cost of., her shroud 
4J. ^d.y ye grave u., ye bell is. 6d.y stretching 
forth of her u., her affidavit 6d. Her bare when 
she was buried is. %d.y for taking out of ye yood 

6d:' 

At this time an orchard rented at ;^3 per year, 
and a garden at ^i, belonged to the parish. 

In 171 8 a good deal or work was done to the 
"Parish House*' by the overseers, from which 
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we learn that a master mason at that time received 
u. 41/. per day, a labourer u., ^' hundred of reed 
cost 7^., 27 hogsheads of lyme 14^., Mr. Samuell 
Chafyn for tyles stoanes \s. id.^ Mr. Gyles Escott 
for stoanes 15J." 

'^ Spent upon the perrishioners in binding out 
prentises u." 

^^Paid for horse at The Blew Anker and ex- 
penses in binding out prentices 2i. 6dy 

"Paid Mrs. Thorne for a horse for Andrew 
Dibble ^3." 

"Thos. Lang and George Chaplin There bill 
for caringof men to Jail £2 8j. 4//." 

" Do. Thos. Burge and William Coffin bill for 
caring men to jail ^4." 

1725. This seems the first year that the 
churchwardens were appointed by the minister and 
inhabitants of the parish. 

1727. " Whareas the Parishioners of Dunster 
did desire us whose names are under written to 
doe the office of Overseers of the poore of the 
said Parish for the yeare 1726 it not being our 
turne did promise us five pounds for our care in 
doeing the said office these are to certifie whom it 
may concern that we have not nor will receive 
the said five pounds nor any parte thereof as wit- 
ness or hands this 12th of April 1727. 

Tho. Stadden. 
John Shenton." 

The obliging overseers pay for the "parish 
treat " 145. This was probably a parish rgoicing 
on the accession of George II. 

« Robart Burt late deceased by his Last Will 
and testament gave forty shdlings to the poore of 
Dunster and was distributed by his Executive the 
28th of Aprill 1711." 
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1728, "RecV* of several poor people for corn 
taken away riotously in the market 5^." 

1731. " F* Dorothy Leigh for beer at 4 Parish 
Meeting concarning the work-house 9^. \\dy 

1732, Workhouse Expenses : 

Paid Will"* Blake Esq the years rent. 700 
Paid Will"" Holman his Sallary . 10 o o 

Paid Hen. Harrison for 561b. of 

Cheese 90 

Paid for 29 Bushells of Wheat .468 

Paid for 17 Bushells of Malt and 

Grinding . . . . 2 18 7 

Paid for 2olb. of Hopps . • .136 
Paid Mr, Pearse for 391b. of Beeff . 5 8 

1735- "Rec* of S' John Trevelyan, Bart,, 
{^^ los. being conviction for the carrying of a gun 
by Peter Slape." This extremely heavy fine 
shows how severe the game laws were at this 
period. 

1742. The poor in the workhouse were kept 
diligently at work. The following accounts 
show : 

*^ An Account of Pinnions^ Bought to Imploy the 
Poor In the Work House of Dunster from 
the 14*^ of December 1742 to the 5*** of April 
1743 as FoUoweth. 

By John Sephens, Overseer. 

9th Month. 

Bought 7olb. at 5//. per Pound i 9 2 
loth Month. 

Bought 1451b. at $d. per Pound 305 

I. Pinnions is the short refuse wool left in the oomb after the 
long stapled sliver has been drawn off. This word, which is evi- 
dently from French " peignons," is poreljr West Countrj. 
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nth Month. 

Bought loylbs. at 5^. per Pound 2 9 oj 

and 461b. at Sd. per Pound i 3 

i2th Month. 

Bought 53lb. at 6d. per Pound 166 
Bought 351b. at 6d. per Pound 17 6 

Bought 4olb. at 6d. per Pound 100 
Bought 4olb. at 51^. per Pound 18 4 



Pinnions £i2 3 11^ 

An Account of Yearn Sold out of the work House 
done by the Poor from the 14th of Decem- 
ber 1742 to the 5th of April 1743, as 
foUoweth : 

9th Month. 

Sold 21 Jib. at 7j^. per Pound , '3 5^ 

Sold 2olb. at 7j|f^. per Pound . 126 

Sold 2 1 Jib. at 7|^. per Pound . 13 10 J 

loth Month. 

Sold i28lb. at %d. per Pound . 454 

nth Month. 

Sold 1351b. at 8J^. per Pound . 4 12 9I 

i2th Month. 

Sold 481b. at Zhd. per Pound . i 13 o 

Sold 3olb. at %hl. per Pound . i o 7J 

Sold 4olb. at 8|^. per Pound . 184 

Sold 4olb. at 81^. per Pound . 184 



Yearn . 16 8 3 
Pinnions 12 3 iij 

Product of Work £j^ 4 3 J 
1748. "Nov. 4th. Reed, of Henry ffownes 
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Luttrell, Esq., ^28, being one years Interest of 
the X800 of ye parishes money in his hands due 
ye 18th day of October last." This sum, of 
which we have had glimpses all through these 
accounts, was no doubt the nucleus of the fund 
now called the "Luttrell and Eld Charity.' ' In 
1752 the sum again appears as a sum ** reported 
to be due by Francis Eld, Esq., one of the 
Masters of the High Court of Chancery on be- 
half of the Luttrell estate, for the use of the poor 
ofDuhster." 

1749. The doctor, Rob. Cording, had ^^5 5J. 
per annum " to supply the Poor of this Parish 
with Surgery and Phisick as need shall require 
and at any distance within two miles of the same.'* 
Mr. Lewis Bradley the same amount. 

In 1764 reference is made " to the decree some 
time since obtained in the High Court of Chan- 
cery,'' at a vestry meeting, and it is agreed to 
accept Mr. H. F. Luttrell's personal bond, in 
order to " extricate the Dunster Castle estate off 
and from the payment of the said (Jioo and in- 
terest to which it was subject to and charged with 
by vertue of the said Decree." 

The money seemed always to have remained in 
the hands of the owner for the time being of 
Dunster Castle, until the present Mr. Luttrell's 
succession to the estate. Mr. Luttrell conveyed 
the funds to the Charity Commissioners, who 
drew up a scheme for a charity called the " Luttrell 
and Eld Charity," to be administered by a body 
of nine trustees, of whom the vicar and church- 
wardens for the time being are ex-officio^ members. 

X. Under the Parish Conncils Act of 1894, the churchwardens 
are no longer official trustees, and the Parish Coondl elect two 
trustees In their stead. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 62 Dunster Church and Priory. 

The funds were invested in a sum of ^^^63 con- 
sols. The trustees meet in the January of each 
year, and allocate the interest yearly derived from 
them according to the terms of the scheme. 

In 1 75 1 "ye Widow Helman Governess of ye 
Parish work house," appears to have contracted to 
maintain the paupers in it for " one shilling and 
sixpence per week for every pauper taken in ye 
workhouse." 

1752. The overseers pay "Willm. Snowden 
of West Anstey to be married to Mary Govier of. 
Dunster parrish," £1 i8i., and an additional 6j. 6d. 
for the marriage fees. 

" 6 wodden dishes for Work house.*' 
In 1755 the small pox appears to have been 
raging at Dunster. 

Susanna Clark, when, in July, 1756, she "left 
this towne and went for London," was provided 
by the overseers with a "Hat and Strings, %d. 
biskets, 6d. Chees, and lod. in Cash and a gown 
made by John Norris." 

" Disbursments on Account of Apprentices. 
1 760. bound out this Year : L ^* d. 

May 1 6th. To Mr. Tho. Escott with 
John Reed bound to him in respect 
of late Mr. Hugh Escott's Estate 
with a bearer . . . .100 
To Mr. Robert Leigh with Tho. Phil- 
pott bound to him in respect of part 
of Marsh Estate and the Tythes .100 
To Thomas Rogers with Tho' Els- 
worthy bound to him in respect 
of Danters Meadow and Bonding- 
ton House, and of his Trade .100 
P* for 3 pairs of Indentures for the 

above 3 apprentices . . .0110 
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P* Mr. Lewis Tajrlor with Will"" Craze 
bound to him in respect of Dud- 
dings with Sev* bearers 

July i8th. To Mr. Nath' Edbrooke 
with Mary Escott, bound to him 
in respect of lower Staunton Es- 
tate with several bearers 

P* for 2 pairs of Indentures for the 
said 2 Apprentices 
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1 760. We find mentioned now " Spears Cross " 
in West Street, " Chesters House by Lower Elm," 
the " Bullock market in High Street," « Phillpotts 
House now the 3 Marriners," " The George Inn 
in High Street," "House under Castle Torr," 
" Ye old nunnery house in Church Street," " ye 
Corn market in High Street," " ye Cross in High 
Street," "Prowse's house (late Blackford's near 
ye Cross)," "Ye Workhouse in West Street," 
** Courts formerly ye Compass," " Ye footpath 
garden " in Water Street, " House beyond Gallox 
bridge," Strong's " house in High Street near ye 
Cross called ye loge House," " Swan Alehouse," 
"Rattle Row," " Whitehorse Alehouse," "Bond- 
ington House," "ye 3 Cupps Inn," "Middle 
Street by ye Church Yard Gate." 

In 1762, it is set out that Sarah Reed shall main- 
tain the poor people in the workhouse in meat, 
drink, washing, lodging, and firing for every per- 
son above ten years of age for the sum of is. 6d. 
per week, and for every person under that age 
is. per week. The overseers found clothing and 
working tools. But the contract was found to 
have been rather too low, and it was agreed to pay 
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an uniform is. 6d. per head throughout. One 
shudders at this farming out of the poor old and 
infirm people and friendless pauper children. 
There must have been something very near starv- 
ation in these bad days in the Dunster poor house. 

In 1766 there were sixteen old people in the 
poor house and fourteen children. The work- 
house appears to have belonged to Mr. Thos. 
Leigh, who received a rent of £^0 per year for it. 

1772. Beef is now 2^d. per pound, and mutton 
3^/., wheat ys. per bushd, cheese i|^. per pound, 
wool 7^/. per pound, a peck of carrots lod.y a peck 
of " peese " 7^., " 3 peck and three quarters of 
taters 3/. 9^." 

1777- "Jan. 24th. Received from Henry 
Fownes Luttrell, Esq., for the penalty due on the 
burial of the late Capt. Luttrell in linnen, five 
pounds.'* 

1779. " A pare of britches 31. 6d. and a skinn 
to mend ye britches is. 9^/." 

The vestry appear to have occasionally dined 
together at the expense of the poor rate. 

" March 24. For a rump of beef 39lbs., and 
a loyne of Veal for Easter Meeting." 

The firing for the poor house was principally 
supplied by heath pulled and turf cut on the hill. 

In 1 79 1 allowances are made for no less than 
twenty-two houses which are recorded as having 
fallen or been pulled down. One of these is " a 
house over Gallox bridge.*' 

"Item. 1793. The title deeds belonging to 
the parish of Dunster are now in the custody of 
Mr. John Hole Innkeeper of the said parish." 

"Pd. Wm. Hitchcock by order of ye Com- 
manding officers of the Militia his son for sarveing 
for Mr. George Beadon £3 os. o^." 
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" John CoUards wife 45 weeks and child 3 weeks 
he sarveing in the militia for Wm. Staddon j^2 8j." 

By 1795 wheat has risen to lu, per bushel, 
beef to 4^/., pork to 3^., cheese to 3^//. per 
pound. 

"Total expenses of Richard ffty to serve in the 
Navy ;^25 2s. 4^/." 

1798. "Paid to the wife Nicholas CoUard he 
sarveing in the Militia for William Moody 

li issr 

" David Sellicks wife he sarveing in the Militia 
for WiUiam Webber ii 155." 

" John Collards wife he sarveing in the Militia 
for William Staddon £,2 i8j." 

1799. "Paid Mr. Sanders for enoculating 30 
of ye poore ;^7 icxr." 

The jC^oo belonging to the parish had, up to 
this time, been held by the squire of the day on 
bond at 3 J^ per cent. ; but in 1 804 the vestry 
" respectively represent to him (Mr. J. F. Luttrell) 
that we conceive as the value of money is so 
altered since the period when the Bond was 
executed, the rate or interest ought to be increased 
to 5 per cent, per annum." 

" At a Meeting of the Payers of this Parish, 
first held 1 5th April, 1 805, at the Parish Church, 
and afterwards adjourned to the Old Casde Inn 
in this Town, the following minutes were made 
and agreed to, viz. : 

M. 2. An Inventory of Beds and Bedding at 
the Parish Workhouse or Poor's House, Dunster, 
made agreeable to order March nth, 1805. 

Womans Room. 

I good Feather Bed, Bolster, 2 Sheets, pretty 
good green Rug — ^The Bolster wants new Tick — 
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I Feather Bed (the Tick old), Bolster and Small 
Pillow, 2 Sheets and old Rug — ^wanted a better 
Rug, new Mat and Cord, — i pretty good Feather 
Bed, Bolster, 2 Sheets, old Rug — ^and new Rug 
wanted. 

2 Womans Room. 

I good Feather Bed, bad Bolster, 2 Sheets, i Rug 
— Mat and Cord wanted, — i very good Bed, ordi- 
nary Bolster, 2 Sheets, i Rug — a Mat wanted, — 
I Bed, Bolster, and 2 Sheets since added. 

Mens Room. 

I very old Bed and Bolster, 2 Sheets and Rug 
— ^the Bedstead bad, — Cord and Mat wanted. 
I Bed, small Pillow, i Sheet and Rug — Mat and 
Cord wanted, i Bed and Bolster, i Sheet, a 
pretty good Rug — ^ Mat wanted. Mats and 
Cord since added. 

On the Stair Case. 
I Bed. 

Housekeepers Room. 

I good Bed, Bolster and Rug (Blanket her 
own), 4 spare Sheets for changing, i spare 
blankett. 

On the foregoing we remark that the Bedding 
of the House (the Beds only excepted) appears 
to us very scanty. The Sheets are not sufficient 
for cleanliness. There are no blankets — at which 
we were surprised, — nor are the Rugs sufficient 
of themselves to keep the elderly people warm. 
We are of opinion that several new Mats arc im- 
mediately wanted, as well as some sheets, and that 
Blankets or Rugs, or both, ought to be provided 
before another Winter, and ^at these Articles 
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ought to be more frequently examined and re- 
ported, and Inventories regularly handed down 
from one set of Overseers to the next." 

There appears to have been thirty-eight inmates 
of the poor house at this time. As in the similar 
case of Minehead {vide author's Minebead)^ the 
overcrowding must have been of a most shocking 
description. 

"The fine relating to the Army of Reserve 
U OS. odr 

1807. Thirty-six "neat" rates were levied, 
which amounted to >C453 ^S^* ^^-^ ^^^ ^® over- 
seers paid out : 

Wceldy pay 200 11 3 

Paid in sickness . . . . 1 1 1 6 o 
EMsbursements in the house . . 99 10 i 
Extra disbursements . . . 130 10 11 

;C442 8 3 

An ex[)ensive year. The poor in the house 
now spun yarn under the direction of one Thomas 
Pulman or Doniford, who took 20 per cent, profit 
on their work. The system seemed to have been 
a remunerative one, and it was no doubt an ex- 
cellent plan that all capable of work in the house 
should have employment. The traces of the 
struggle the nation was passing through are seen 
in the rise of the price of food stuflfe now. In 
1805 bacon is \od. per pound, suet 8^/., potatoes 
45. per bag, wheat 9/. per bushel, beef 6^/. per 
per pound, cheese 4^/. 
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Churchwardens* Accounts. 

These accounts begin with the year 1670. 

" June 5th. The Goldsmith for mend- 
ing the challis .... 20 

" The Sakson for his quarter due the 

same time .... 26 

" Aug. 2nd. Paid Robert Ashford for 

pointing the Tower . . .500 

"For 21 sacks of Lime at u. 2d. per 

sack 140 

" For washing the Surples ... 10 

" For ringing the fifth of November . 100 

"Constable of the hundred Mid- 
summer quarter for hospital . 10 o 

" Paid for killing seven hedgehoges id. 

the pees 12 

"Paid Walter Slocombe for killing 3 

hoopes (bullfinches) ... i^ 

1 67 1. "May 5th. given to a poor 
indigent minister ... 20 

" Sept. 29th. John Alkins for Glassing 

the Windows .... 10 

" May 29th. Paid Robert James one 
shilling in confidence that he is to 
keep and maintain the Clapper in 
good repair .... 10 

" For ringing the bell in the evenings 

and mornings .... 50 

1672. "April loth. Then delivered Arthur 
Donnis the Warden these things, etc. : 
Two Register books in parchment. 

Two account bookes. 

One Silver Chalice with a cover. 

Two pewter fflaggons. 
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One Standing plate. 

One Branched Houst Cloth. 

One Pulpit cloth one cushion. 

Two black cloths. 

One Surples. 

One Great Bible. 

One book of Erasmus. 

One Book of Jewell >. Harding. 

One book of Homiles. 

One little box to keep writtings. 

One Lining Table Cloth. 

Two little boxes to gather money. 

One Book of Cannons. 

Two Table Napkins. 

Three Comon Prayer books. 

One Pewter Bassin." 
Then follows a list of seat rents varying from 
\s. to \d. per year. 

*' For one pound of Candles for the Clarke 4^^. 
" For the ringing of the 4 oclock bell 6 o 

" For 2 quarts of sack for the Com- 

monyon at Mic. Mas . . 40 

**For one thousand of HiUe Stoanes . 10 o 
" For two thousand of HiUe Stoanes .100 
^6 7 J. 7^. was spent this year on church build- 
ing, hill stones, timber, hooking up coppells in 
the church. 
" Paid John Clements for a poste for 

the hier Church Stille . . 3 

The bishop (Creighton) was at Dunster in this 
year, and a dinner in his honour cost the parish 
;^i 17J. \od. 
1673. "Paid Andrew Everard for 

ringing the 4 o'clock belle . . 70 

" Killinge 6 Bulfinches ... 6 

^^ March 6. Killing 4 Hoops . . 2 
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"Mr. Churchwarden for killing one 

hedghog . . • . . 20 

1 674. " For ringing for jojr of a peaxe 

with the Duch .... 50 

The war with Holland was part of the disgrace- 
ful compact entered into by Charles with Louis 
XIV by the secret treaty of Dover in 1670. It 
was very unpopular in the country. 
" Paid William Warman for mending 
the Rod (rood) Loft and for Tim- 
ber about it ... . 70 
A good deal of church restoration is carried on 
during this year ; stones, flags, and timber are 
bought, and ** 12 score quarrels of glass" cost 

1 674. ** For stopping ye pigeons out 
of ye Church . . . • 

" Pd. one years hospital . . .224 
" Pd. Clerk for keeping the Clock and 

Chimes for one whole year . i 10 o 

" Paid Mathew Adams the Sexton his 

years wages • . . . 10 o 
^^Paid Robert Ashford and his men 

for fitting up the Vane . . 3 4 

" For taking down the Vane and for 

beere to the workmen . . 20 

" Given to John Oliver of Mynehead 

towards his loss by fire . . 10 o 
*'Pd. the Clarke for ringing the bell 

in the morning .... 85 

" Paid to John Shenton and others for 

killing hoopes .... 2 

**Paid John Atkins for glazing the 

windows 194 

1675. "Paid for mending the beU 

clapper 30 
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"Pd. William Warman for taking of 

him out and putting of him in . 10 

1676. " Paid for Timber for the rayles 

about ye Communion Table . i 10 o 

" Paid William Hole for Painting the 

Church and for beere . .6136 

** Mr. Start for boords to sett ye ten 

commandments in . . . 116 
1677. By this year Thos. Trevelyan is dead 

and his heirs hold Knowle. 

** Given to several persons that suffered 

by an inundation of the sea . i 6 

**Mr. Dennis for wine for the Com- 
munion at Christmas and Easter 14 o 

" Allowed Mr. John Bryant for mend- 
ing the highway near his house . 100 

"Given to one redeemed out of 

Turkish Slavery ... 6 

1678. "Given to woman and five 
children and — Turrell that had 
lost ;£i7 and their husbands taken 
by the Turks .... 16 

" Paid for a Prayer book that was reade 

when the fast was ... 6 

The country was full of alarm at this time on 

account of the popish plot and the revelations of 

Titus Oates. 

" For a Comon Prayer Book . . 150 

" Given to men and theare family which 
had lost ship and goods coming 
from Virginny going to Plymmoth i 6 

** Paid for an act for the Burrying in 

WooUing .... 6 

This was the famous and very unpopular act 

passed in 1678 to relieve the needs of the govern- 
ment of the day, which directed that all corpses 
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should be shrouded in woollen under a penalty of 

£>Sy payable by the executors {vide "Overseers' 

Accounts "). 

"Given to one Mr. Leigh and 10 Sea- 
men that had lost their ship com- 
ing from the West Indies . 
1679. Francis Luttrell, Esq., Sir Hugh 

Stewkley, Heirs of Trevelyan, !>. Handcocke, 

Francis Pearse, gent., and Mrs. Canes are now 

the chief ratepayers. 

" Paid towards the building of a church 
in London for the Grecians that 
came into England ... 10 

" Killinge a polecatt .... 4 

"Paid when they range all the bells 

for the first time ... 16 

^* John Briant for killing a polecatt ' . 4 

" Mendinge the pulpitt cloth and for 

silke and cloth to amend him i 4 

" Reed, of Wm. Shenton for breaking 
the ground in the body of the 
church for the burying of Will 
his son 6 8 

" 3 bottles of Sacke .... 60 

1680. " Killing one fox . . . 10 
** 6 Seamen that were taken by ye Turks 

"Will. Norrish a new doore and 

doornes for ye drang . . 13 o 

" A poore man escaped out of slavery 6 

" A poore man that was redeemed out 
of Turkey .... 

1 68 1. "John Attkins for glassinge 

ye Church windowes . . .219 
"for Ringing when ye Lord Bishop 

came heere .... 7 

Great preparations were made for the auspicious 
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event, "the surplis was washed and mended/' 

and IS. was paid "for cleaninge ye Church 

windowes when ye Lord Bisshop visitted," 

1682. "Paid for ringing of the cur- 
few bell 60 

"March 24. Gave three bojres for 
goeing up top of Grabist to wit- 
ness against a parseU of idle people 
that was there time of Divine 
Service . • . . . 6 

" seven shillings and two pence recvd. for goods 
taken from the decenters by order of Law." 

" It is agreed that William Pleasway is to have 
and enjoy ye shoop under ye Churchgate 
walle for his naturall life after his father/ 

1 685. " Gave to the Redemption of a 

man out of Turkey ... 20 

" Paid the Ringers the ninth of July 

upon ye rout of Monmouth . 7 6 

**Paid for a paper and for a prdim- 
ation to Mr. Grant that was read 
in ve church .... 11 

" Paid for ringers the 26th of July . 166 

"Paid for ringin the Kings birthday 

(Oct. 15th) . . . . 12 o 

" Paid for a dozen of oupes . . 5 

" Paid for Expenses for presenting the 
Rebells att Stogumber (yide " Over- 
seers' Accounts ") . . . 26 

" Paid for ringing to the Gaming in of 

the Bishoppe (Ken) ... 50 

The Holy Communion was celebrated at his 

visitation, and the elements for use at it cost 

6s. Q. 

"Paid Mr. Grant for a Jublycate 

(duplicate) .... 10 
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** Paid Robert Strong for a table for 

the Duplicate .... 4 

" Ye Catechisme Books at ye Visitation i o 

" Gave ye Ringers ye day the king 

came to the Crowne . . . 130 
1687. "Paid at the Court when we 
presented Rosemond Merrick and 
Christian House ... 16 

" Paid John Milton for six Crosses i 6 

" Paid Mr. Briant for killing a wild catt i o 

"Paid for ringing of the bell at four 

of the clock .... 66 

" Paid for a booke wherein was thanks- 
giving for the Queen being with 

child 16 

" Paid John Warman for mending the 

Screen door .... 6 

^' Paid John Briant for killing a fFox . i o 

"Paid for the mending of the clock 
after that the weight had fallen 

on him 10 o 

"July 1st. Paid the Ringers for 

Ringing for the Bishops and 

Prince of Wales for Joy of his 

birth in meat drink and money .253 

A reputed son, afterwards the old Pretender, 

had been born to James I on June loth of this 

year. The whole story of the child's birth is 

very curious. Its birth made it necessary for 

William of Orange and the party in his favour in 

England to act at once. It was " now or never *' 

William said to one of his councillors. On 

June 30 a letter, influentially signed, was written 

to William, asking him to bring an army and 

secure the liberties of the people, and on the 

following 5th of November he landed at Brixham. 
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It is curious that the thanksgiving for the birth 
of the prince should have been delayed until a 
fresh cause of rejoicing had arisen ; and that the 
bells should have pealed at the same time for the 
birth of his child, and the successful resistance of 
the Church of England to James' illegal and arbi- 
trary attempt . to override, in the interests of the 
Romish Church, the law of the land. The 
"Declaration of Indulgence," which suspended 
all penal laws against Nonconformity and dis- 
pensed with all religious tests, had been published 
April 4, 1687, ^^^ was followed by a second 
"Declaration " in 1688. The order of the king, 
that this document should be read in all places of 
worship by the officiating ministers, was petitioned 
against by the archbishop of Canterbury and six 
bishops of his province, amongst whom was 
Trelawney of Bristol and our own saintly bishop 
Ken of Bath and Wells. James declared the 
petition to be a standard of rebellion, and the 
seven bishops were committed to the Tower of 
London to be tried for high treason. Public 
feeling was much excited. The very sentinels at 
the "Traitor's Gate" of the Tower asked the 
bishops' blessing, and notwithstanding all the 
efforts of the king, a verdict of not guilty was re- 
turned at their trial. 

The bishops were acquitted on June 30, and the 
speedy arrival of the happy news at Dunster shows 
that " every arrangement had been made to signal 
the result of the trial all over the land." (Lane). 
** 2 books of Prayers for ye Prince of 

Wales 26 

"Paid 12 of the Prince of Orange 

soldiers going to Cornwall • 2 o 

" Ye old Wheeler for paintin ye Church 10 o 
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1689. ** February 14th. Paid for 
ringing for joy of the hapy arrival 
of King William and Queen Mary 
in London . . . ^7 6 

They had accepted the statement of the rights 
and liberties of the country contained in the docu- 
ment called the " Declaration of Right," and were 
declared king and queen Feb. 13. 
"Pd. the Apparitor for a form of 

prayer for ye day ... 16 

<<Paid tor ringing the 4 odock bell 

and taking down the desk . . 46 

** Paid for beere and ringing when the 
King and Queen was crowned in 
beer and Bonfire . ^S ^ 

<<Paid Sam Chaffin for beer and the 
ringers at the proclaiming of King 
Wuliam and Queen Mary . . ^ 5 o 
**Pd. to Robert Venner for Beere 
when the King and Queen was 

crowned 36 

^^ Pd, G. Clarke for making 14 doors 

for the seates at is. 6d. per door i i o 
**For colloring them at 4^/. per door 

15 doors 50 

"breaking the ground in the church 

for Mr. Richard Blackfords grave 6 8 

"of Mr. William Blackford for the 

exchange of his seate ... 6 

Richard Blackford, who was a master in chan- 
cery, appears to have settled here. The family 
lived in the house called "The Hall," which is 
mainly of late seventeenth century date. 
1689-90. "Received of Mr. Wm. 
^ Blackford a legacie that was given 
by his father for the repairing of 
the parrish Church of Dimster . 10 o 
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"Gave the ringings in beere at the 

routing of the French . . 20 

War had been declared against France in 1689, 
and a French army, with whom was James, landed 
in the March of that year in Ireland. The Irish 
had risen almost as one man, and under Tyrconnel 
a formidable force took the field. They were 
defeated, however, by William at the battle of the 
Boyne, July i of the following year, and James 
fled back to France. A solemn thanksgiving was 
ordered throughout England. 
** Paid for a book of prayers and thanks 
for King Williams return from 

Ireland 10 

1 69 1. "Paid for a prayer-book and 

proclamation for a fast day . . 16 

** Pd. for ringing at the Surrendering 

of Limbricke (Limerick) . . 60 

Limerick had been unsuccessfully besi^ed by 
WiUiam, but in the July of the next year it sur- 
rendered to the Dutch general Ginkell, and its 
brave defender, Sarsfield, was allowed, with such 
of his foUowers as would accompany him, to cross 
unmolested to France. 
** Gave Robert Sparks for the redemp- 
tion of his Father out of Turkey 
" I^id for ringing the feast day at the 

surrendering of Ireland 
" Paid for a prayer book at proclama- 
tion of the feast day . 
" Paid for the ringing of the 4 o'clock bell 
" Pd. for a briefe concerning a Merchant 

broken for 12,000 
"Paid towards the ringing for the 
coming of the Lord Bishop Kedar 
(Kidder) to the Towne 



5 
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" Mem. G>llected by briefe for the poor captives 
in Turkey by the minister and Church 
wardens two pounds fifteen shillings and 
threepence three &rthings witnesse our 
hands 

John Grant, Minister. 
John Moflfat |^. t 1 
John Curndir^^^^^*^"*- 

^^ Paid for ringing at the Kings return 
out of Flanders and the making 
of the rate .... 61 

<<Paid for ringing the Thanksgiving 

day 15 8 

{tie. TOT the destruction of the French fleet, off 

St. Malo, which had been fitted out for the in- 
vasion of England). 

**Paid the Qarke for ringing the 4 

odock beU .... 66 

'^For a visitation dinner and all the 

ofiScers there being manie . .130 

**Paid for a large new coman prayer 

book in folio . • . • 120 

"Paid John Marsh the carier for 
bringing the Prayer Book from 

Exeter 9 

At this date there were 176 ratepayers in the 

parish of Dunster. 

1693. "Given a blind soldier that 
came by pass of the Kingdom of 
Ireland ..... 6 

" Paid for Killing 6 hedgehogs and 24 

rookes heads .... 20 

** Paid for the lodging of a woman arid 
child which came by pass and for 
carrying of them to the next 
Tything . . . . . 12 
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" Given Mrs. Lucy Grime, late wife of 
James Grime Doctor in Divinity. 
And Mr. John Thomson and his 
wife and ^mily lately burnt out 
of their habitations in jre Holy 
Island by French privateers . 2 6 

" Given to Marchants yt were taken 
by ye French coming from Barba- 
does 20 

"Mr. Price for binding Jewel and 

Harding and ye Church Bible . < 5 ^ 

" Richard Wardle and his men 3 days 

and a \ paving ye Church . . 80 

The church was floored probably with slate 

from Trcborough. 

" For ringing the four odock bell . 6 o 

" Given to Aree men and three child- 
ren that were taken by a French 
Privateer 10 

1694. "Collected by brief in the 
Parish Church or Dunster in the 
year of our Lord God 1 694 for 
the Parish of Maidstone one 
shilling and ninepence halfpenie . i 9^ 

" For Woollen in the County of North- 

omberlin 20 

" Collected by brief in the Parish of 
Dunster howes to howes for Wor- 
wick one pound eleven shillings 
and one penie . . . . i 1 1 i 

"Collected by brief in the Parish of 

Dunster for the City of York .138 

"Paid for ringing the 5th day of 

November . . . .100 

" Paid to the dark for ringing the 

fower o'dock bell • • • 60 
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" Paid to the spurrier for 24 dozens 
of quarrells of glas at 10^. per 

dozen 100 

"To John Strong for one joynstule 
belonging to the Communion 

Table 26 

The seats in the church were at this period let 
at fixed rents at is. and 6d. per seat according to 
their position, thus Mr. Peter Mead paid this 
year for *• a plase in the fore seate of the great 
Alley I J.," while Mr. Corden paid "for a plase 
for his wife in the fore seate of the Northe Alley 

edr 

'*To the aparitor for a prodimation 
and prayer booke for ye returne 
of ye kinge from fflanders on the 
16 day orNovember ... 16 

" To the Clarke for the tolling of the 

Bell for the late Queine . . 30 

1695. "Paid for ribbon to tie the 
surplice 9 

"Paid tor making the surplice 105., 

and washing \t is. . . no 

"Pd. James Masun for glassing the 

Church Windows . .186 

** Paid for ringing the morning bell . 6 6 

** Paid Robert Venner for killing a kite 2 

" for a prayer book for ye takeing of 

Namure ..... 16 

" killing 5 polecats .... 18 

" 1 1 yeards and ^ of bag Hollond at 

y. %d. per yd. and for ribbon to 

tye the surplice . . . .229 

" for making of it . . . . no 

1 696. " Paid for abook against cursing 

and swearing .... 4 
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1698. "Paid Mr. Briant for killing 
varments 

*^ Paid him for a lock and staple for the 
Churchjrard and mending a bisgee 

** Paid John Strong for a winscott for 
Mr. Grants seat 

" Gave to the redemption of a Slave in 
Turkey 

1699. "for 7 polecatts and i kites 
head 

** A Visitation dinner 

"Paid for tills taken out of jre old 

Church 16 

The tiles were no doubt the original heraldic 
and otherwise decorated tiles^ of which so few re- 
main. 

1700. The church seems again to have got 
into bad repair, and a rate is made " for the re- 
pairing of the psh Church of the said psh in the 
year 1 700. John Hossome and Robert Stickland 
Churchwardens." 

There were now 167 ratepayers, and they con- 
tribute a sum of about ^11 per quarter. 
1 70 1. " Paid for a plate for the Com" ' 

Table 20 

This^ pewter plate still exists. 
" Pd for Beer for ye Ringers when the 

Queen was proclaimed 
" Paid for Beer when the Parishioners 

met to consider the Church 
"Paid Ye Ringers when the Queen 

was crowned .... 
" John Horman towards ye timber in 

ye Closter Coiute 
Cloister Court, now a garden on the north side 
of the church. 
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1702* "Paid John Chilcott for bear 
when the parishioners met and 
consulted about the Church . 8 o 

The liberality of the parishioners appears to 
have been stimulated by the " bear," and a large 
expenditure was agreed upon. 
^^ John Ellsworthy for earring tile from 

Prioiy 

The references to the priory in the church- 
wardens* and overseers' books look as if the build- 
ing, like so many other ancient buildings of the 
cl^, was, alas 1 used as a convenient quarry from 
which to obtain materials for repairs. 
" Proclamations and a prayer for Prince 

George 26 

" Pd for a Booke for the fest and prayer 

for ye Princess Sophea . . 26 

In the next year another special rate is made 
" for the repairing of the Psh Church/' 

Lead, tiling, and timber for the church cost 
* this year the substantial sum of ^29. 
"A Common Prayer Book and Car- 
riage ..... 14 

1 703. " Paid for bringing the Timber 
out of the Cloister Court into the 

Church 16 

" Dec. 24th. Pd George Budd for a 
Book of Prayer about ye tem- 
pest 6 

This was the great storm during which Bishop 
Kidder was killed at WeUs. 

1704. "Pd for cleaning the Redlaft 

ye pillars and windows ' . 20 
** Pd Mr. Keymer for his diner when 

ye Lord Bishop was hear 26 

^* Ringing at the victory at hoistat 4 o 
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" Making ye Matting Round ye Com- 
munion Table .... 70 

"Mr. Thomas Fry for painting ye 

Church and ye Pulpit . .300 

1705. " Pd for Ringing for the Duke 
of Marlborough's sukses over the 

French 40 

Marlborough fought the great battle of Blen- 
heim in the A\igust of this year. 
« Reed of Wm. Blackford, Esq., for 

healing the ground when Wm. 

Blackford was buried . . 6 8 

1706. ** Wm. Pleasway for his shops 

rent 10 

(The arch under the churchyard wall.). 
**Pd John Hyles for killing a Pole 

Cat 4 

" Ye Ringers for ye surrender of Ost- 

end 

" Richard World and his man for 2 

days worke for paveing ye ground 

where Missus Blackford was buried 

and mending ye tile ... 4 ^ 

1 708 . « Ch. Orchard, Esq., for Knowle 
" Pd for Sheaves of Reed for ye Alms 

House and Clock House . . 70 

1710. "Pd for a Prayer Book and 
proclamation for a fast 28th Mch i 6 

"For Iron and work about the vane 
and Thomas Morcombe for setting 
up the Vane and John Wilkins 
for cullering it . . . .150 

171 1. "For beere when we made 
bargaine about ye Clock . . 20 

"for making ye watch part of the 

Clock coo 
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" For finishing ye Chimes . . . 166 

^^For amending the striking part of 

the Clock . . . . 10 o 

" For carrying a vagrant woman out of 

Dunster 46 

** For amending of the quarter clock . i 10 o 

" For a translation of the Psalmes to 

the Clerk 2 10 

1712. "Ringing on newes of the 

Peaxe 

ue. the advantageous peace of Utrecht. 
Pd Beer I2</. for Ringing when ye 

pease was proclaimed 5i. . • 60 

17^3- "June 5th. For ringing at a 
thanksgiving day for peace being 
proclaimed .... 26 

July 7th. For ringing on the thanks- 
giving day and a dyner for twenty 
ringers 129 

"8 th March. Paid the ringers for 
ringing being the Queens accession 
day to the Crowne ... 50 

1 7 14. "flFor a Salver weighing 19 oz. 
10 dwt. at 6s. 7</. per oz., for 
graveing 2s. 6d. . .6110 

This salver is stiU in existence. 

" Wm. Strong a Joynt Stule . . 30 

" Aug. 8th. Ringing at the Proclaim- 

mg of King George ... 50 

Queen Anne died Aug. i, 17 14, just two 

months after the death of the Electress Sophia. 

"Oct. 6th. Ringing King Georges 

Coronation . . . .110 

^^ Proclamacon against Immorality i o 

"March 29. Pd. Mr. Escott Lady- 
day hospital .... 30 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Churchwardens^ Accounts. 



185 



6 

I 

2 

4 4 



1 7 1 6-1 7. "For Beere at Will Pleass- 
ways when we met the Carpenters 
about a gallery .... 

1717. "Paid for orders for Building 
the Gallery .... 

" Gave to the Ringers when my Lord 

Bishop came .... 

" ye Bishops Visitation dinner 3rd Sept. 

** Ye Clerks dinner same time 

" SeveraU pieces of Oake for ye Gallery 

1 71 8. "Mr, Anthony ye Churcn 
Bible and parchment 

1720. "An Inventory of furniture belonging to 
the Communion Table and other things in 
and belonging to the parish Churcn of 
Dunster, Taken the 26th day of May Ano 
Domi 1720. 

A Silver Chalice and cover for the wine. 

A Silver Salver for the bread. 

A Pewter plate to hold the offerings. 

A Pewter plate heretofore used to hold the Con- 
secrated Bread. 

Two pewter flaggons and a wooden Trencher. 

A large velvet carpet to cover the Communion 
Table. 

A large Holland table Cloth and two Holland 
napkins. 

Three long Cushions to place round the railes of 
ye Communion Table. 

A Pewter Bason to hold the watter in the vaunt 
(font). 

A Surplice and a Cushing in the Reading seat. 

A Cuishong for the Pulpit. 

A long purple cloth to cover ye * Desk for ye 
Archdeacon.' 

Three purple Cuishons to be used at ye Visitation. 
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A large purple doth to cover the Table for ye 

Register (the archdeacon's official). 
An old and new Bible. 
A Book of Homilies. 
A Common Prayer Book for the minister and 

another for the Clerk. 
Three Register Books. 
Two books chaind of the Defence of the Apologie 

of ye Church of England. 
Tate and Bradys new version of the Psalms. 
A little desk and a large desk. 
Doctor Prideaux's Book of the duty of a Church- 
warden in the hands of ye Churchwardens. 
Attested by us 

Will°» J. Kymer, Minister. 
John Shenton I ^, , , 
Abraham Men I ^*'""='»^'-^*^'^ 
Giles Edmonds | t2\a » 

Will- Hurford r*"*^*"-""^"- 
" Paid Edward Hodge for making of 

the little Tower door . . 20 

1 72 1 . Lead for the church this year cost nearly 

1722. ^*Paid for casting the brasses 

and putting of them in . . 170 
" Paid Priory servants for hedgehogs . i 4 

^^ Paid Castle servants for hedgehogs . 4 6 

1727-28. "Setting down and taking 

up the desk this visitation . . 10 

" Pd for killing an otter to old Windsor i o 

1728-29. "raid Mr. Brown for a 

facdty at Wells . . .250 

*• June 15. for ringing when the King 

was proclaimed (George II) . 5 ^ 

" Pd. Ricd. Phelps (Painter) for doing 

up the Altar Piece • . . 40 o o 
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1736. Among the receipts in this year are : 
" Money found in ye drowned soulders 

pockets 12^ 

** Reed, of Mr. Hobhouse for ye taking 
up 3 rugs which ware owned ana 
for a quilt .... 20 

Churchwardens : Thomas Burge. Roger Briant. 

" It is this day agreed by us the Parishionerrs of 
Dunster to the following articles as hereafter 
mentioned. That the Churchwardens of the said 
Parish shall not expend above the sum of twenty 
shillings at each visitation dinner, and not to ex- 
pend above the sum of Ten shillings each ringing 
day throughout the whole yeare as witness oiu* 
hands. 
Easter Tuesday 1736 April ye 27, 

Whomsoever of the Officers in their behalf 
shall expend more than the above sum at any 
visitation hereafter as above is agreed to, shall 
not be allowed in the passing their account. 

Mr. Question Curate." 

1744. **Paid Sir T. W. Acland 
Huntsman for killing of a fox in 

the Parish .... 34 

1745. "Paid for a Form of Prayer 

on the account of the Rebellion • i 6 

Charles Edward Stuart landed in the Highlands 
and won the battle of Preston Pans in the Sep- 
tember of this year. 
" May 2nd. Pd. for a Form of Prayer 
concerning the Infection of the 
horned cattle .... 16 

1 746. The Pretender was finally defeated by 
the Duke of Cumberland on April 1 6th of this 
year, and we read in our accounts : 
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"April 27. Gave the Ringers when 
the News came that ye Duke 
had overcome the RebeUs in the 

North 50 

" Paid Mrs. Measpe for a new surplice 

and washing and making . . 5 12 6 
1 77 1. " Wheras it has been time immemorial 
the Custom for the parishioners to chuse the 
Parish Clerk upon any vacancy and serve that 
office during their wills and pleasure we whose 
names are hereunder written do nominate and 
appoint George Rawle the younger of this Parish 
mason etc. do allow him the usual salary of three 
pounds per annum for his trouble." 
1776. "Seat Money: 

Of Henry Fownes Luttrell Esq. 
for four seats in the Isle. Mr. 
Thomas Leighs seat in the north 
Isle, for the lives of John Fownes 
Luttrell, Alexander Fownes Lut- 
treU, and Francis Fownes Luttrell 
and Thomas Fownes Luttrell and 

his sons 40 

1 782. " 1 2| yards of fine HoUand for 

a new surplice at y. 6d. pr. yard 2 4 7^^ 
The tenor and fifth bells being again " both 
cracked," a rate is passed to deftay expense of re- 
casting. 

1799. New clerk elected under notice as in 
1771. 

Rev. G. H. Leigh is chosen as one of the 
churchwardens, being at the same time vicar of 
the parish. 

1 80 1. "Pd for killing 3 Foxes . 156 

Rev. G. H. Leigh is again chosen as one of the 
churchwardens. 
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1 8 1 5. " Paid for a Brief for the Battle 

of Waterloo .... 26 

1 8 1 7. " Paid Mr. Parfitt for a decree 
granted by the Bishop for the 
Revd. T. F. Luttrell to serve the 
Church (as Curate) G. H. Leigh 
being Vicar . . . 

18 1 8. "Paid Mr. Bakers bill for an 

iron chest . . . .560 

1 82 1 . " Paid for the Violincello .800 
The musical instruments used in Dunster 
Church at this time, and until the present organ 
was presented, were this violoncello, two flutes, 
and a bass viol. 
** Paid Ringers for the Coronation of 

King George 4th . . .200 
At this time occurs the following entry : 
"In the years 1822 to 1825 the parish of 
Dunster by order of the Parishioners and Vestry 
assembled was surveyed by WiUiam Collard Cox 
and Robert Pinn Pursey of Carhampton and 
valued by John Tyler of Wiveliscombe for the 
purpose of equalising the Poor's Rate. The par- 
ticulars of which Survey and Valuation were 
written in a book and aeposited in the Parish 
Chest, from that book the following Church Rate 
was made by order of 
John F. Luttrell, Esq., and Thos. Abraham, Gent., 

Churchwardens. " 
1 83 1. "Pd. for a prayer for the re- 
ceiving of his late Majesty King 
George IV ... . 26 

" Prayer for King William and Queen 

Adelaide .... 26 

" Prayer for the Troubled state of part 

of the United Kingdom . . 26 
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The autumn of this year was a time of intense 
public excitement owing to the rejection of the 
Complete Reform Bill. 
1832. "Ringers at Coronation of 

King WUliam IV . . .111 
" Form of Prayer against the Pestilence 
now spreading in some parts of 

England 26 

1 837. No entry of ringing for Queen Victoria's 
accession. 

1839. The church rate this year was 7^^. in 
the pound, and produced j^95 lis. 3|^. 

1 84 1. "A Prayer for Prince Albert 2 6 

1842. "For an order for inserting 
Albert Prince of Wales 

1847. "George Palsway Clerk ap- 
pointed at Salary of . . .300 
also j^i for attending to the Clock. 
£ I for the Chimes. 
£1 for ringing the six oclock bell." 

At the end of this volume is the following 
curious memorandum : 

" At a Publick meeting of the Parishioners of 
the Parish of Dunster in their said Parish Church 
on Tuesday being the 29th of October, 1728. 
It was unanimously determined and agreed upon 
for the due regulation of the said rarish that 
these following resolutions should be punctually 
observed for the future by the Officers and In- 
habitants of the said Parish. 

"i. That there be from thenceforward a 
Public meeting of the Parishioners at the usual 
place in the Parish Church on the first Tuesday 
in every Month about 3 of the Clock in the 
Evening duly to consider the affiiirs of the Parish, 
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to hear the grievances of the Poor, and to view 
and examine the Overseers monthly Accounts. 

"2. That the Overseers of this Parish do 
constantly attend and appear at the said monthlv 
meeting there to produce a just and faithfull 
account of all the disbursements both ordinary 
and extraordinary to the Poor for and during the 
precedent Month to be perused by the Parish- 
ioners. 

"3. That the said Month's account being 
seen approved and allowed of by the Parishioners 
at their said publick meeting shall be fairly written 
by the Overseers or their Agent on the Parish Poor 
Book of accounts against the next Monthly meeting 
following to be reviewed by the Parishioners. 

"4. That the Overseers do pay the Poor 
weeklv in money on Friday between 1 1 and 1 2 of 
the Clock in the morning at the usual place in the 
Parish Church and that the Poor be obliged on 
the forfeiture of their weeks pay to attend there 
on the said day and time of Payment to receive 
their severall Collections (Except letted and hin- 
dred by Sickness or any other reasonable cause 
to be aUow'd by the Overseers). 

"5. Every Person ordered to be relieved, 
shall be entred in the Parish Book and no Officer 
shall (Except on emergent occasions and in present 
Exigencies) bring to the account of the Parish any 
monies he shall give to any poor person not 
Registred according to the Direction of a statute 
in the Ninth Year of King George the first ; for 
whosoever offisnds to the contrary forfeits the sum 
of Five Pounds to be levied by distress on the 
Offenders goods ; and to be applied for the use 
of the Poor. 

" 6. That the Church Wardens of this Parish 
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do also faile not to meet the Parishioners at this 
their Monthly meeting. 

"7. That the Clerk of the Parish do give 
notice to the Parishioners of this their appointed 
day of Meeting in the Church immediately after 
Divine Service the Sunday before the said day of 
their Monthly meeting that they may attend at 
the toling of the Bells. 

" 8. That the Overseers of the Poor do 
oblige those who receive Relief to frequent the 
PuWic Worship of Almighty God in the Church, 
as in duty bound ; and that if any such person 
being not letted by sickness shall be at any time 
absent from Divine Service in our Church, (es- 
pecially on Sundays) it shall be lawfuU for the 
Overseers to stop in their hands that weeks Pay- 
ment, wherein he or she had been guilty of such 
sinfuU omission and neglect. 

" That it be ye duty etc. 

" That the Church Wardens give directions to 
the Sexton to place every Sunday in the Middle 
Isle of the Church two Forms or Benches, one for 
the Poor men, and the other for the Poor Women 
to sit thereon during Divine Service. 

" These severall Resolutions here before written . 
are approved agreed to and confirmed by us 
whose Names are hereunto subscribed. 

"H. LuttreU, Will. Keymer Curate, Robert 
Alercott, Abraham Allon, Thomas Burge, John 
Bryant, Fr. Bradley, Sam. Chaffin, John Hossom, 
Hugh Mathewes, John Morkham, Robert Strong, 
Thomas Watts, Baldwin Knight." 

Thus did the enlightened inhabitants of our 
ancient town at this early date anticipate the duties 
of Poor Law Guardians, and the appointment of 
Parish and Church Councils ! 
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Names of the Dunster Churchwardens, 
FROM 1599 TO 1904. 

1599 Thomas Dennis, William Blackwill. 

1 600 George Mvchell, Richard Beriman. 

1 60 1 William Blackwill, Sylvester Allercott. 

1602 John Wilkins, John Chester. 

1603 John Wynested, William Beriman. 

1 604 John Hart, John Riddler. 

1 605 Michael Ellis, Peter Howe. 

1606 James Lambert, Edward Terrill. 

1607 William Crosse, Andrew Worth. 

1608 John Giles, John Harte. 

1609 Thomas Prawle, James Uppcott. 

1 610 Hughe Blackwill, Ffrancis Blake. 

161 1 William Smart, Robert Chappell. 

1 6 1 2 Symon Ashford, John Turner. 

161 3 Henry Ridler, Andrew Blackwill. 

16 14 William Blackwill, Richard Tailer. 

161 5 William Blackwill, John Macknees. 

1 61 6 John Escott, AUdred Hindon. 

1 61 7 Mathew Harte, John Giles. 

1 6 1 8 Thomas Beriman, Henrye Coffin. 

1 61 9 Ambrose Bale, Mathew Hoog. 

1620 John Sheldon, James Wyborne. 

1 62 1 Robert Poore, Henrye Ridler. 

1622 George Michell, Giles Moore. 

1623 William Ashford, William Escott. 

1 624 John Die, Richard Pallmer. 

1625 John Broadmead, Henrye Hurford. 

1626 Henrye Cripps, George Weltch. 

1627 John Giles, John Pullen. 

1628 Andrew Woorth, Hugh Prawle. 

1629 John Question, Andrew Blackwill. 
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1630 William Smart, Richard Blackwill. 

1 63 1 Richard Dennis, Peter Kittner. 

1 632 Ffrancis Blake, John Escott. 

1633 Mathew Harte, John Giles. 

1634 Robert Way, Henrye Beriman. 

1635 George Michell, John Blackwill. 

1636 Giles Wheadon, Sylvester Allercott. 

1637 Thomas Moore, Peter Beriman. 
1638 

1639 
1640 

1 64 1 George Hindon, Giles Moore. 

1 642 George Welsh, Walter Slocombe. 

1 643 John Norris, John Question. 
1644 

1645 
1646 
1647 
1648 
1649 

1650 Hugh Musslebeny, Henry Chappell. 

1 65 1 Francis Wilkins, Robert Giles. 

1652 Walter Slocombe, John Giles. 

1653 Giles Clement, Peter Kitner. 

1654 John Tyrill, Sylvester Allercott. 

1655 Henry Berriman, William Hurford. 
1656 

1657 Robert Giles, Hugh Sanders. 

1658 John Question, James Shutt. 

1659 John Edmond, John Wright. 

1660 Richard Turner, Robert Cornish. 

1 66 1 Hugh Taylor, Alexander Prole. 

1662 Gabriel Long, William Leigh. 

1663 Thomas Macknees, Peter Kitner. 

1664 John Tirell, Henry Berriman. 

1665 John Hosgood, Robert Giles, 
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1666 William Shenton, WiUiam James. 

1 667 John Leigh, Thomas Dennis. 

1668 Walter Slocombe, Thomas Blackwell. 

1669 Thomas Chilcott, John Ewins. 

1 670 John Clement, Richard^Escott. 

1 67 1 Edward Shenton, John Bryant. 

1672 Arthur Dennis, Robert Hooper. 

1 673 Arthur Dennis, Henry Kidner. 

1674 James Shutt, Thomas Clement. 

1675 George Blake, Robert James. 

1676 James Wiborn, James Turner. 

1677 William Sealey, William Glasse. 

1678 James Wilkins, Judah Wiborn. 

1679 Robert Ashford, Edmond*s Estate [sic\ 

1680 Francis Pearce, Robert Giles. 

168 1 Edmond Card, Samuel Mathewes. 

1682 George Chaplin, Alexander Prole. 

1683 Francis Pearse, Thomas Dennis. 

1684 John Ewins, James Withycombe. 

1685 Thomas Baynton, Richard Popham. 

1686 Robert Burt, Robert Bryant. 

1687 John Hossom, John Blake. 

1688 John Clement, Richard Butcher. 

1689 John Bryant, Henry Prole (senior). 

1690 John Perry, Edward Drew. 

1 69 1 James Turner, Robert Hosgood. 

1692 John Mofiatt, John Burnell. 

1693 George Close, William Blackwill. 

1694 WiUiam Leigh, Edward Drew for Ash, 

1695 John Cordwent, William Elstone. 

1696 Henry Andrewes, John Shenton. 

1697 Henry Kidnor for Rachael Gile*s (widow) 

Estate, and Robt. Copp. 

1698 Thomas Griffin, James Turner (junior). 

1699 Edmond Card for the Town, Hugh Slo- 

combe for Mrs. Crockford's, lUicombe. 
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7CX) 
701 
702 

703 
704 
705 
706 
707 



708 

709 
710 
711 

712 
713 

7H 

715 
716 

717 

718 

719 

720 

721 

722 

723 

724 

725 
726 
727 
728 

729 



John Hosham (junr.), Judah Wiborn. 

Henry Andrewes, Giles Edmond. 

James Wilkins, Robert Giles. 

George Chaplin, John Cordwent. 

John Wilkins, Robert Bryant. 

James Turner (junr.), William Barrow. 

Thomas Griffin, Charles Crockford. 

John Shenton, George Close, for the 
Town ; and Thomas Hurford for ye 
Country. 

Robert Burt, Robert Copp, Hopkin Mor- 
gan for Lower lUicombe. 

John Moffiit, John Hossam, Robert Vicary. 

James Wilkins, Henry Coffin, Thomas Rice 

Robert Strong, John Mockham, John 
Baker for Mr. Escott's. 

Baldwin Knight, Robert Dibble. 

Francis Bradley, Thomas Stadden, Thomas 
Long. 

Henry Slocombe, James Wilkins, Edward 
Sweet. 

Francis Chaplin, John Joanes. 

Hugh Mathewes, John Bryant. 

Samuel Chaffin, William Blackwill. 

John Sealey, Giles Escott. 

Giles Edmond, William Hurford. 

John Shenton, Abraham Allen. 

Charles Crockford, Richard Escott. 

Hugh Escott, Charles Rawle. 

George Chaplin, John Tucker. 

George Chaplin, John Tucker. 

Francis Wilkins, Roger Vicary. 

Thomas Long, John Shenton. 

Alexander Luttrell, John Bryant. 

Robert Allercott, Abraham Allen. 

Robert Allercott, Abraham Allen. 
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1730 John Hossem, William Edmond. 

1 73 1 John Hossem, Henry Blackmore. 

1732 Philip Dallin, Thomas Hobs. 

1733 John Wood, Henry Blackmore. 

1734 John Stephens, Thomas Delbridge. 

1735 Thomas Delbridge, John Stephens. 

1736 Thomas Burge, Hugh Escott. 

1737 WiUiam Leigh, Robert Allercott. 

1738 Charles Rawle, Thomas Hall. 

1739 Thomas Leigh, Thomas Escott. 

1 740 John Hossom, Benjamin Escott. 

1 74 1 Robert Withers, William Edmonds. 

1 742 John Strong, John Allin. 

1743 Philip DoUen, John Stevens. 

1744 Robert Allercott, Robert Leigh. 

1 745 Robert Allercott, Robert Leigh. 

1 746 John Hurford, John Stephens. 

1747 H. Fownes-LuttreU, Hugh Escott. 

1748 H. Fownes-Luttrell, Hugh Escott. 

1749 Thos. Dyke Adand, John Stephens. 

1750 Thos. E^ke Acland, John Stephens. 

1 75 1 Nathaniel Poole, William Strong. 

1752 George Allercott, Thomas Newton. 

1753 George Allercott, Robert Leigh. 

1754 Thomas Leigh, Richard Slocombe. 

1755 Thomas Leigh, Richard Slocombe. 

1756 Hugh Matthews, William Clarke. 

1757 Thomas Wheddon, Thomas Leigh. 

1758 Thomas Wheddon. Thomas Leigh. 

1759 Henry Fownes-Luttrell, Thomas Court. 

1760 Robert Leigh, Henry Fownes-Luttrell. 

1 76 1 Robert Leigh, George Gale. 

1762 Gcoi^c Allercott, Thomas Leigh. 

1763 George Allercott, Thomas Leigh. 

1764 George Allercott, Thomas Leigh. > 

1765 Robert Blake, Thomas Leigh. 
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1 766 Robert Blake, Thomas Leigh. 

1 767 George Allercott, Thomas Leigh. 

1768 Geoi^e Allercott, Thomas Leigh. 

1 769 George Allercott, Thomas Leigh. 

1770 William Edmonds, Thomas Leigh. 

1 77 1 Henry Fownes-Luttrell, Thomas Leigh. 

1772 Henry Fownes-Luttrell, Robert Withers. 

1773 Henry Fownes-Luttrell, William Pincombe 

1 774 Henry Fownes-Luttrell, WiUiam Pincombe 

1775 Henry Fownes-Luttrell, William Pincombe 

1776 Henry Fownes-Luttrell, William Pincombe 

1777 Henry Fownes-Luttrell, William Pincombe 

1778 Henry Fownes-Luttrell, William Pincombe 

1779 Henry Fownes-LuttreU, William Pincombe 

1780 Henry Fownes-Luttrell, William Clarke. 

1781 John Fownes-Luttrell, William Clarke. 

1782 John Fownes-Luttrell, William Clarke. 

1783 John Fownes-Luttrell, Geoi^e Leigh. 

1784 John Fownes-Luttrell, John Withers. 

1785 John Fownes-Luttrell, John Withers. 

1786 John Fownes-LuttreU, John Withers. 

1787 John Fownes-Luttrell, John Withers. 

1788 John Fownes-Luttrell, John Withers. 

1789 John Fownes-Luttrell, John Withers. 

1790 John Fownes-Luttrell, William Crang. 

1 79 1 John Fownes-Luttrell, William Crang. 

1792 John Fownes-Luttrell, George Beadon. 

1 793 John Fownes-Luttrell, George Beadon, 

1794 John Fownes-Luttrell, George Beadon. 

1795 John Fownes-Luttrell, George Beadon. 

1796 John Fownes-Luttrell, George Beadon. 
^797 John Fownes-LuttreU, George Beadon. 
1798 John Fownes-Luttrell, George Beadon. 
^799 John Fownes-Luttrell, George Beadon. 

1 800 John Fownes-LuttreU, Geo. Henry Leigh. 

1 801 John Fownes-LuttreU, Geo. Heniy Leigh. 
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1802 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1803 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1804 Jo^n Fownes-Luttrell, 

1805 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1 806 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1807 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1808 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1809 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1 8 10 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1 8 1 1 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1 8 12 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1 813 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1 8 14 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

181 5 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1 8 16 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1 8 17 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1 8 1 8 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1 819 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1820 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1821 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1822 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1823 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1824 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1825 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1826 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1827 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1828 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1829 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1 830 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1 83 1 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1832 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1833 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1834 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1835 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1836 John Fownes-Luttrell, 

1837 John Fownes-Luttrell, 



Geo. Henry Leigh. 
Geo. Henry Leigh. 
Geo. Henry Leigh. 
Thomas Paul. 
Thomas Paul. 
Thomas Paul. 
Thomas Paul. 
Thomas Paul. 
Thomas Paul. 
Thomas Paul. 
Thomas Paul. 
John Southwood. 
John Southwood. 
John Southwood. 
John Southwood. 
William Hasleton. 
Thomas Oatway. 
Thomas Oatway. 
Thomas Oatway. 
Thomas Abraham. 
Thomas Abraham. 
Thomas Abraham. 
Robert Harvey. 
Robert Harvey. 
Robert Harvey. 
Thomas Hole. 
Thomas Oatway. 
Thomas Oatway. 
Thomas Oatway. 
John Snow. 
John Snow. 
John Snow. 
William Staddon. 
William Staddon. 
William Staddon. 
John Snow. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



200 Dunster Church and Priory. 

838 John Fownes-Luttrell, Thomas Oatway. 

839 John Fownes-Luttrell, Giles Edmonds. 

840 John Fownes-Luttrell, Giles Edmonds. 

841 Thomas Abraham, Giles Edmonds. 

842 Thomas Abraham, Thomas Oatway. 

843 Thomas Abraham, Thomas Oatway. 

844 Thomas Abraham, Martin Langdon. 

845 Thomas Abraham, Martin Langdon. 

846 Thomas Abraham, Martin Langdon. 

847 Thomas Abraham, Martin Langdon. 

848 Thomas Abraham, Thomas Oatway. 

849 Thomas Abraham, Thomas Oatway. 

850 Thomas Abraham, Thomas Oatway. 

851 Thomas Abraham, Thomas Oatway. 

852 Thomas Abraham, John R. Harvey. 

853 Thomas Abraham, John R. Harvey. 

854 Thomas Abraham, John R. Harvey. 

855 Thomas Abraham, John R. Harvey. 

856 Thomas Abraham, Robert Withycombe. 

857 Thomas Abraham, Robert Withycombe. 

858 Thomas Abraham, Robert Withycombe. 

859 Thomas Abraham, Robert Withycombe. 

860 Thomas Abraham, Robert Withycombe. 

861 Thomas Abraham, Robert Withycombe. 

862 Thomas Abraham, Robert Withycombe. 

863 Thomas Abraham, Robert Withycombe. 

864 Thomas Abraham, Robert Withycombe. 

865 Thomas Abraham, Robert Withycombe. 

866 Thomas Abraham, Robert Withycombe. 

867 Thomas Abraham, Robert Withycombe, 

junior. 

868 Joseph Gatchell, Robert Withycombe,junr. 

869 Joseph Gatchell, John Withycombe. 

870 Joseph Gatchell, John Withycombe. 

871 Joseph Gatchell, John Withycombe. 

872 Joseph Gatchell, William Widlake. 
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1873 Joseph Gatchell, C. H. Samson. 

1874 Joseph Gatchell, C. H. Samson. 

1875 Joseph Gatchell, C. H. Samson. 

1876 Joseph Gatchell, C. H. Samson. 

1877 Joseph Gatchell, C. H. Samson. 

1878 Joseph Gatchell, George Risdon. 

1879 Joseph Gatchell, George Risdon. 

1880 George Fownes-Luttrdl, George Risdon. 

1 88 1 George Fownes-Luttrell, George Risdon. 

1882 Hugh L. Courtenay, George Risdon. 

1883 Hugh L. Courtenay, George Risdon. 

1884 Hugh L. Courtenay, George Risdon. 

1885 Hugh L. Courtenay, George Risdon. 

1886 Hugh L. Courtenay, George Risdon. 

1887 Hugh L. Courtenay, George Risdon. 

1888 Hugh L. Courtenay, George Risdon. 

1889 L. C. Webber-Indedon, William Evered. 

1890 Walter Ludlow, William Evered. 

1 891 Walter Ludlow, William Evered. 

1 892 Walter Ludlow, James H. Davis. 

1893 Walter Ludlow, James H, Davis. 

1894 James H. Davis, Richard J. Hawker. 

1895 James H. Davis, Richard J. Hawker. 

1896 James H. Davis, Richard J. Hawker. 

1897 James H. Davis, Richard J. Hawker. 

1898 James H. Davis, Richard J. Hawker. 

1 899 Walter Ludlow, Richard J. Hawker. 

1900 Walter Ludlow, Richard J. Hawker. 

1 90 1 Walter Ludlow, Richard J. Hawker. 

1902 Walter Ludlow, Richard J. Hawker. 

1903 Walter Ludlow, Richard J. Hawker. 

1904 Walter Ludlow, Richard J. Hawker. 
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In 1 7 1 6 we find the following list of the Over- 
seers, drawn up by one of the overseers of that 
year, probably Francis Chaplin. 

Dunster | The Names of the Overseers of the 
Parish. ) Poor as they are in the Old Book fi"om 
Anno 1650 to Anno 1684 Inclusive : 

1650 George Mitchell, Thos. Mackness, Henry 

Berriman, John Gyles. 

1 65 1 Capt. Nicolas Blake, Giles Clements, Giles 

Whcddon, John Gyles. 

1652 Silvester Allercott, Ralph Hill, Thos. 

Clement, John Wright 

1653 John Tyrrell, William Hurford, John 

Skinner. 
1654. Richard Bower, Gabriel Long, William 
Way, Thos. Blackwell. 

1655 John Edmond, Henry Giles, Hugh Sanders, 

William Coffin. 

1656 Jeremy Spurrier, Edward Brimpton, Peter 

Kidner, Alex^ Prole. 

1657 John Hosgood, Robert Cornish, James 

Shutt, Robert Drew. 

1658 Geo. Mitchell, Silvester Allercott, Henry 

Berriman, Alex*"* Liddon. 

1659 Richd. Turner, Matthew Hooper, William 

Hurford, Nicolas Watts. 

1660 Hugh Taylor, Robert Giles, Robert Vener, 

William Bryant. 

1 66 1 William Leigh, William Briant, Edward 

Shenton, John Clement. 

1662 John Question, Walter Slocombe, Mary 

Giles, Anthony Knight. 

1663 Thomas Clement, Wmiam Shenton, Ed- 

ward Crockford, Hugh Denne. 
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1664 Robert Worth, Lewis Sweeting, Peter 

Kitner, Ralp Hill. 

1665 Nicholas Blake, John Wright, Thomas 

Blackwell, John Edmond. 

1666 John Tirrell, Ambrose Allercott, John 

Briant, William Briant. 

1667 Richd. Bower, Edmond Brimpton, James 

Turner, Alexander Prole. 

1668 Thomas Mackness, George Bartlett, John 

Ewens, William James. 

1669 John Stride, Robert James, James Shutt, 

Robert Drew. 

1670 Thomas Dennis, Arthur Dennis, Robert 

Giles, Robert Deake. 

1 67 1 William Chaplin, James Wyborene, Robert 

Hooper, Christian Batt. 

1672 Thomas Atkins, James Wilkins, Edmond 

Card, William Glasse. 

1673 James Crockford, Robert Deake, Thomas 

Chilcott, Thomas Hill. 

1674 William Hurford, John Clement, James 

Turner, William James. 

1675 Robert Giles, William Sealey, Robert 

Ashford, James Shutt. 

1676 George Chaplin, Henry Prole, Samuel 

Crockford, George Blake. 

1677 Andrew Question, Robert Giles, John 

Briant, Robert Allercott. 

1678 Walter Slocombe, Samuel Matthews, 

George Blake, Alexander Prole. 

1679 Thomas Elston, Robert Hosgood, Mrs. 

Escotts Estate, Skinners Estate. 

1680 Geo. Delbridge, Tho. Baynton, John 

Ewens, Rob. Ewens for James Turner. 

1 68 1 James Withycombe, Ambrose Moore, 

James Shutt, Robert Drew. 
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1682 Rob. Burt, John Perry, John Wybron, 

James Ballisant for Rob. Bryant, 

1683 Adrian Millett, Robert Griffith Mercir, 

Giles Edmond, James Turner for Darches 

1684 Nicolas Blake, John Hossum, Edmond 

Card, Peter Berriman for Crockfords 
Lower lUicombe. 

So ^r extracted out of the Old Book. 

Dunster ) The names of the Overseers of the 
Parish. \ Poor as they are in the New Book from 
Anno 1685 to Anno 1715 Inclusive : 

1685 John Clements, John Moffatt, John Blake, 

John Wiborn for CufFs Estate. 

1686 George Close, John Atkins, James Turner 

Senr., John Burnell. 

1687 William Shenton, William Leigh, John 

Bryant, Robert Giles Senr. 

1688 Robert Strong, William Warman, James 

Shutt, Robert Drew. 

1689 John Stride, John Herman, Robt. Giles 

Senr., Robt. Giles Junr. 

1 690 Samuel Hayman, William Elstone, Henry 

Andrewes, Alexander Prole. 

1 69 1 William Blackwell, John Andrewes, John 

Shenton, John Waye. 

1692 William Question, Robert Copp, Aldred 

Escott, Richard Butcher. 

1693 Thomas Chilcott, James Wibron, John 

Cordwent, Jas. Turner for Wilkins Es- 
tate. 

1694 James Wilkins, Thos. Griffin, George 

Deeble, Robt. Giles Junr. for Ewen's. 

1695 Thomas Dennis, John Anthony, Thos. 

Wibron for Row, Robert Bryant. 
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1696 Edward Crockford for Illicombe, William 

Barrow for the Mill, James Turner 
Junn, George Bardett. 

1697 Walter Slocombe, John Wilkins, Edmond 

Card for Alcombe, George Deeble for 
Giles's. 

1698 Hen. Kidner for Wm. Barrow, Robt, 

Copp for Mr. Dark, Hugh Matthews, 
' John Blake. 

1699 Geo. Chaplin, John Hossem Junr., John 

Bryant, Mr. Blackford for Westcombs. 

1700 Samuel Matthews, James Withycombe, 

James Turner for Staunton, John 
Burnell. 

1 70 1 William Michell, John Hossome Senr., 

Francis Blake, Henry Kidner. 

1702 Edmond Card, Robt. Burt Senr., John 

Cordwent, Alexander Prole. 

1703 Tho. Baynton, Nic. Bartlett, Hen. 

Andrewes, Rob. Chilcott for Eliza 
Giles, Wid. 

1704 Edward Crockford, Joseph Leigh, Wm. 

Blackwell, Mary Withycombe, Wid. 

1705 Tho. Staddon, John Smith, John Joanes 

for Mr. Escott, also for Mr. Irwin. 

1706 Tho. Griffin, Charles Crockford, John 

Maddock, John Bryant 

1707 John Shenton, Geo. Close, John Cord- 

went, James Turner for Wilkins's. 

1708 Rob. Burt, Rob. Copp, Wm. Barrow for 

Row, John Whitlock for Ewens's. 

1709 Justinian Sully, Giles Edmond, John 

Moffatt, John Hossom. 

1710 James WUkins, Hen. Coffin, James Hur- 

ford for Cards, Isaac Billerby. 

1 7 1 1 Rob. Strong, John Mockham, Giles Escott, 

Wid. Jones for Mr. Carpenter. 
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17 12 Baldwin Knight, Rob. Dibble, Robert 

Drew, Susanna Turner, Wid. 

1 7 1 3 Francis Bradley, Thomas Stadden, Thomas 

Long, 

1 7 14 James Wilkins Junr., Edward Sweet, 

James Hurford. 

17 1 5 Tho. Watts, Sam, Chaffin, Hugh Prole, 

Wm. Blackwell for Mr. Downes*s. 
Note that the names Walter Slocombe, etc., be- 
long to 1698. 
And the names Hen. Kidner, etc., belong to 1697. 

1 71 6 Wm. Leigh, John Sealey, Abraham Allen 
for Rebeka Andrews, Geo. Hancock for 
Marjr Withycombe. 
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Appendix A. 

DuNSTER Priory. 

The writer is indebted to the Rev. Treasurer Cole- 
man for the following extract. The amount due from 
Dunster Priory shows that that foundation held al- 
ready at the end of the twelfth century considerable 
possessions. 

Magnus Rotulus PipcB^ A.D. 1176-77, pp. 24, 25. 

" De Auxilio burgorum et villarum et hominum in 
Dorset et Sumersetae per Radulfum filium Stephani 
et Jurstinum filium Simonis et Willelmum Ruffum. 

" Terra de Willelmi de Moiun. 

''Ricardus Wintoniensis Episcopus Jordanus de 
Turri clericus ejus, et Willelmus Puberius pro eo 
reddunt comp. de xxij/. et xx^/. de veteri firma maner- 
iorum ejusdem Honoris de dimidio anno. Et de 
xliiij/. et iijV. et iiijV. de hoc anno. Summa Ixvj/. et 
vs. In thesauro xxxiiij/. et xiiiji*. et viij^. 

'' Et in decimis constitutis monachis de Sancto 
Georgio de Dunestora liiijj. de anno et dimidio. Et 
in defalta molendini de Carleton' xvj. de predicto 
termino. Et in wasto ville de Dunestor' xvjj. et vj^/. 
de predicto termino. Et in defalta thelonei et molen- 
dini ejusdem ville cr. Et in emendatione molendini 
et operatione vinee et liberatione servientum et aliis 
minutis exitibus iiij/. et iiijx. et ixji. et ob. Et in 
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liberatione Willelmi de Moiun xvitj/. de eodem 
termino per breve regis. Et quietus est 

'' Idem reddit comp de xix/. de bladis et vino de 
dominio venditis. In thesauro liberavit Et quietus 
est 

" Idem redd comp de xlvijj. et ]d. de predicto 
termino de exitu de Joteberga quam Willelmus de 
Moiun habuit in custodia. In thesauro liberavit Et 
quietus est 

" Idem redd comp de iiij/. et xixr. et iiij^/. de pre- 
dicto termino de exitu de Wicheford' quam idem 
Willelmus habuit in custodia. In thesauro liberavit 
Et quietus est" 



The Rev. F. W. Weaver has kindly sent the follow- 
ing interesting note to the writer. The priory of 
Dunster, as stated above, seems not unfrequently to 
have been used as a kind of sanatorium by the mem- 
bers of the mother house at Bath. 

Calendar of Papal Registers^ vol. v, p. 414. 

" 1406. 6 Kal. Nov. 

"St. Peter's, Rome. To Robt Hyndeman, Bene- 
dictine monk of the priory of Bath, in the dia of 
Wells. 

Licence to him who is a priest, and who, on 
account of infection and the unwholesomeness 
{intentperiem) of the air at Bath, cannot reside 
continuously, to leave his said priory whenever 
he falls sick, and reside in one of its dependent 
cells of Dunster in the said diocese, or Waterford 
in that of Lismore, without requiring licence of 
anyone." 

Humilibus et hanestis. 
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As stated above, the early records of the deah'ngs 
with the rectory of Dunster appear to be somewhat 
conflicting. Prynne, in his schedule of the muni- 
ments at Dunster Castle, mentions " a copy on paper 
of a lease to John Luttrell by King Edward VI of 
the rectory and tithes of Dunster, Kylton, Mynehed, 
etc., for twenty-one years, rendering £7 2s. jd. rent, 
and the auditors notes therefore dat. 15 March, ann. 
6 Edw. 6," A.D. 1553. This document, No. 14, is not, 
however, at present in the box to which it belongs, 
Box 16. 

No. 15 in this box is an assignment of her interest 
in this lease by Elizabeth, John Luttrell's widow, to 
Thomas Luttrell of Dunster, Esq.,rendering;f 16 6s. id. 
Dated i Oct., 3 Elizabeth, A.D. 1561. 

The following document shews that the reversion 
of this valuable property had already been sold by 
the queen. Very likely the Fyttz brothers purchased 
the remainder of the lease of Edward VI from Mr. 
Thomas Luttrell. 

Patent Roll, 2 Eliz., p. 15, m. 41. 

D coil sibi et hered] Regina omibz ad quos etc. salt m. 
p Johi ffyttz et Cum ^charissim* fraf nr Ed- 
Georgio ffytz. ) wardus sextus nup Rex Angt p 
Iras suas patentes sub magno sigillo suo nup Cur 
Augmentaconu et Revenconu Corone confecr gercu 
dat apud Westm quinto decimo die Marcij Anno 
regni sui sexto Traddiderit concesS et ad firmam 
dismiss Johi Lutterell in? alia omes et unimod deci- 
mas garba^ lani et agnillo^ ac alias minutas decimas 
de Avell lUicombe Alcombe Staunton et Midyett et 
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teif doicatiu de Mynehedd Lophall Skylleacre et 
DuQster feldes necnon molendtnum de Dunster ac 
de Lordefelde et et \sic\ Exforde in Com SoiSs' qui 
Rcorie de Dunster in eodem Com SomerSf aup 
Prioratui de Dunster appropriat dudum spectabant 
et ptinebant. 

Sciatis qd nos p suma octogenta^ septuaginta 
novem libra^ sex soltdo^ trcu denario^ et unius oboli 
legat monete Angl ad vsum nrm p dilcm nob Johem 
flytz de Intiori Tempio London Armi^um ^ manib} 
bene et fideli? psolu? p ^sentes de gfa nra spiali anx 
eta sciencia et mero motu nris DediiS et concessiiS 
ac p ^sentes p nob hered et successorib^ nris Dai3 
et concediiS ^fa? Jobt ffytz et dicfo subdito nro 
Georgio flP^ de InViori Tempio ^ic¥ fri ^fa? Johis 
Fytz Rersiones ^dca^ decima^ garta^ lane et 
agnello^ ac alia^ ^ic¥ minuto^ decima^ p ^cas Iras 
paten vt ^fa¥ dismiss ac ^dic? Rcorie de Duneter 
ptinen suie spectaii Et vlrrius de ampliori gra nriL 
ac ex eta sciencia et mero motu nns Dedim et con- 
cessin) ac p ^sentes p nob hered et successor nris 
DaiS et concedin) ^fa? Johi Fytz et Geoi^o Fjrtz 
Totam illam Recoriam nram et eccliaffi nrim de 
Dunster cum suis et ptinefl universis in 

dc5 Com nrd Sools' nup pcett possessionii dci nup 
Priora? sive celle de Dunster ac doo nup dissolur 
Monastio de Bathe quondam spectan et ptinen ac 
parcett possesstonis inde quondam existen . 

Ac edam omta et singula mesuagia domos edifi? horr 
stabula ortos pomar ?ras glebas .... 
Necnon decimas garba^ §no^ feni lane Agno^ lini et 
canabis ac alias decimas nras quascun^ tam maiores 
qffi minores Ac eciam Cur ac omia alia jura 

et pficiia sdtuaC iacen et existen ac puenien cressen 
sive renovSn in villis campis parochiis sen hamelet de 
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Dunster in doo Com nro SoiSs ac alibi vbicun^ in 
eod Com die? Rcorie quoquo modo spectan vel 
ptinen. 

Quequidem Rcoria de Dunster cum ptiii extendun? 
ad clarum Annuii valorem septem libra^ duo^ solido^ 
et tres denarioi Eccept tamen semp nob reservat 
omnib} advocacoib} ^misS seu eorum alicui incumben 
ptinen nob hered et success nris excep? et reservat 
Habend tenend^ et gaudend ^dic? re9cois Necnon 
^dic? Rcoriam terr ten prot pascuas pasturas decimas 
ac eta omia ^missa supius ex^ssa ^fa? JoU Fytz et 
Georgio Fytz hered et assign ipius Johis Fytz ad p 
priu opus et usum ipoj^ Joh Fytz et Georgii Fytz 
ac hered et assign ipius Johi Fytz imppm Tenend 
^dcam Rcoriam de Dunster cum ptiii de nob hered 
et successor nriS et de Mafiio nro de East grenewiche 
p iideli? tantum in libo Socagio et non in Capite 

Et insup volum qd nos imppm 

exonabiin etc. de omibj corrodiis pencoib} porcoib} 
^t quam omib} denario^ siimis et ouib} quibus cunq^ 
alicui vel aliquib} sotu? vel sohibi? p Cur ^dict Rcor 
de Dunster vel p aliqua administracoe in eadem 
ecciia fac? sen imposterum fciend 

In cujus rei etc T. R. apud Westm xv die Maij. 
p bre de privat sigillo etc. 
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Abraham, Thai., ehtnchwardM 

ment (1628), 77. 
Aooonnts, see ChiircfawaxdMis* Ao- 

oonnta and Oyenoors' Aooounta. 
AcUuid,SirT.,x87. Marriago (1741), 



Adams, 



s, Matfaew, sexton (1674). 170. 

Adelard, dapifer, witness to charter 
of W. de Mohan, 46. 

AdTOwson, holders of: Bafh, prior 
and monks of ; holders ap till dis- 
solution of priory, X17. AdTOw- 
son oonveyed to, by W. de Mohun, 
4. Luttrell, Mr. John P., 125. 
Sherborne, Lady (1&35), 125. Sta- 
wel, Lords (17x7-1835), 125. Stewk- 
ley, Hugh (1566), x 19, 133. Stewk- 
ley. Sir Hugh (1717), 134. Ta^ener 
or Gravener, Nicholas, xaa. 

Aisles : dimensions, 5. North aisle : 
monuments, 80, da. Rebuilding 
in sixteenth oentu^, 6. Smaller 
dimensions and windowless wall, 
due to propinquity to priory, 5. 
PresDytwy aisles : dimensions, 5. 
Repairs, etc., in sixteenth century, 
6. South aisles: Pat oeiUng, 7. 
Monuments, 76. Stone in ex- 
terior wall inscribed with date 
1530, 6. 

Albert, Prince, prayer for, X90. 

Albert, Prince of Wales, 190. 

Alcombe : Church of S. Michael the 
Archangel, communion plate pre- 
sented to, by Mr. Luttrell, xi6. 
Prooesstonal cross preserved at, 
1x6. 

Alderman, Joan, sale of goods, 151. 

Aleynna, William, jun., 35. 

Allderman, George, 134. 

Allen, Abraham, churchwarden, x86. 

Alleroott, Aleroott: George (i68d), 
146. Joane (1686), 146. Robert 
(x686), 145 ; (1744). 67 ; (X847). «9a. 
Silvester (1667), 136. Church- 
warden (loox), 
(1634). ia4. 



105. Sidesman 



Allon, Abraham, xgs. 

AlmsboK, inscription on brmsi plate, 
130. 

Almshouse, sst Workhouse. 

Altar Piece, doing up in 1718, 186. 

Altaribus, Edode, witness to charter 
of W. de Mohun, 46. 

Altars in the Church. Altar of the 
Cxoss: Mention in wiUs tmi^, 
ECdward II and later, 7. Position, 
8, XX. Scut's legacyt ax. Hig^ 
altar of parishioners, position as- 
signed to, by arbitrators of X498, 
8, 9. HolT Rood, Altar of; por- 
tion, piscina still remaining, xx. 
Presbytery altar ; old stone altar, 
discovered by Mr. Samson, 23. 
St. Lawrence's Chapel, stone altar 
found in $Uu ; antiquity of altar, 

Andrew, John, 153. 

Andrewe, Henry, X46. 

Angelus BeU, establishment by Arch- 
bishop Arundel (X39Q), X9. Ring- 
ing in Dunster cfauxvm, ao. 

Aime, Queen, accession, x8i. Death, 
»84. 

Anno, Walter de, prior of Bath; 
grants in Dunster 48. 

Anselm, confirmation of W. de Mo- 
hun's charter to monks of Bath, 
46. 

Anthony, Mr., X85. 

Apportionment of Chuvdi between 
priory and parish, arbitration of 
X498, 8, 9. Petition to Bishop of 
Bath and Wells by persons intsr- 
ested for confirmation of awaid, 

9* 

Apprenticing of pauper children by 
diurchwardens and overseers, 133. 
Advantages of system, 143. A- 
mount of premium paid (x688), 
X47 ; (X708), X54. Disbursements 
for, X58, XG7. Number bound 
(1708), X53. Poor chest, list in, 
156. 

Aprioe, Kathem, 147. 

Apsey, Wm., 146. 
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Arbitntion between the monks and 
parishioners of Dunster (1498), 9. 

Aigall, Thomas, 121. 

Arsie, Will., 137. 

Arter, David, holding under St Law- 
rence's chantry, 37. 

Arundel, Archbishop of Canterbury ; 
letters to bishops of his province 
oonoeming worship of the Virgin 
Mary (1399), 18. 

Arundell, Tecke, residuary legatee of 
J. Wedmore, 39. 

Ashe, George, 134. 

Ashford, Aaheforde, George, maids- 
head, payments for treatment of 
(1668), 138. James (1667). 135. 
Robert (1670), x68, 170. William, 
a souldier ; burial (1644), 103. 

Assheley, Sir John, monk; John 
Gryme's bequest to (1509), 7, 66. 

Atkins. Attkins, Alkins, John, 146, 
168, 170, 173. 

Atkins, John and Betty, his wife, 
and John, his son. Inscription 
(1762, 1778, 1802), 93. 

Atawill. Wid., 146. 

Attendance at church. Fines for 
non-attendance, 150, Obligation 
on persons in receipt of relief, 
X9a. 

Atwoode, John, Csoflbr of Holy Tri- 
nity chantry (1538), 15. 



B.C., extracts from, 49, 51, 54, 55, 
58. 

Back, aXioi Wescumbe, James, 153. 

Badcock, Badooke, Maiy, 142. Con- 
finement, X49. 

Baker, Agatha, widow of Robert, 
49. Jane, marriage (1675), 141. 
John, 156. Mary, 152. Mr., 189. 
Richard, chaplain of Holy Trinity 
chantry (x49X)i I4- 

Baldyngton, W., monk; Scute's be- 
quest to, 90, 66. 

Ball, Sarah, fine on account of burial 
in linen, 153. 

Bampton, Thomas, 136. 

Banks, Sir Jacob, 155. 

Banton, Tho., 146. 

Baptisms, entered on loose sheet 
of paper, and copied, several to- 
gether, into register, 97. 

Barn of Priory, 44. 

Barr, ELUen la, 49. 

Barre, John le, grant of land in 
Dunster, 48. 

Barrington, Hon. Daines, silver seal 
foimd by, near Dunster Castle 
(1788), 61. 



Bartlott, heir of, hokiing under St 

Lawrence's chantry, 28. 
Bartholomew, a soldier, burial. X03. 
Bartlet, Geoige, 134, 146. The 

widow (1667), 136. 
Bary, Adam de, ben efa ctions con- 

Cenrred on by the prior of Dunster, 

57- 

Bath Abbey: Church of Dunster— 
Advowson, holders of, oonvejrance 
of Advowson to prior and monks 
by William and AdeUsa de 
Mohun, 4. Confirmation of grant, 
additional grants, 46, 47. Data 
of Mohun grant, 45. Norman 
church built by prior and monks 
of Bath, 4. Share of profits of 
Dunster church assigned to Bath 
by arbitrators of X498. xo. Hiding 
place for valuables witixin the 
precincts, tradition of. 32. Mine- 
head tithes, dispute with prior of 
Bruton concerning (1340), 55: 
(1345). 56; award. 56. Sir Reg- 
inald de Mohun's bequest to. 23. 
Presentation, right of. Pope's 
ri^t superseding that of the 
monks, 53. Priors of, see their 
names. Priory of Dunster — Built 
by prior and monks of Bath, 43. 
Control of priory without reference 
to prior, 45. Grants made by 
priors of Bath, etc., 45, 48, 58. 
Shurton tithes, dispute with prior 
and monks of Stogursey oonoem- 
ing (X282-3). 49. 

Bath, town of, paupers sent to, for 
the waters, etc., 144. 

Bath and Wells, bishops of, see 
names of bishops. 

Batt, the Wid, 137. 

Bayle, WUliam, Feofibr of St. 
Lawrence's chapel (1457)1 ^5. 

B^ley, Thomas, bellfoimder, 67. 
Payment to, 71. 

Bayly, John, incumbent of St 
Lawrence chantry, 26. 

Bayly, Sir John, diaplain of Holy 
Trinity chantry, John Whyte's 
bequest to (1539), 36. 

Beadon, Mr. George, X64. 

Beaker, John, 153. 

Beard, Thomas, 136. 

Bede-roll, xsx amd note. 

Bederade Penys, xo. 

Belfry : Improvements by Rev. J. 
U. Todd, 67. Rules, Metrical 
Code, 71. 

Bello, Axme, X53. 

Bell ringing : payments for, 69, 70. 
Limitation of (1736), 187. 
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Bells, la. Bequest! for reparation, 
•tc., 19, 35, 38, 39. 67, 68. In- 
scriptions on, 67. Payments in 
respect of, churchwardens' ac- 
counts (1670-1853), 68-71. Re- 
casting, 69-7Z . Rate for re-casting 
(1782), 188. 

Benedictine Monks, unpopularity in 
England at beginning of 15th 
century, 8. 

Benefice of Dunster: Scattered 
possessions transferred to Mr. 
Luttrell in ezchan^ for great 
tithes, 125. Value in 197a, 117. 
9u also rectory and vicarage. 

Bequests to church and priory, sm 
Wills, e j iUa c t s from, bequests to 
church and priory, etc. 

Berd, Michael le, 50. 

Berry : George, 146. Petter, seaman, 
burial, 112. 

Berryman, Berriman, Beryman, 
Bereman: Henry, 98, 124, 134. 
Peter, 135, 146. Richard, church- 
warden, Z04. Thomas, 136, 148. 

Beven, Joan, wife of Hugh, inscrip- 
tion (1727), 94. 

B iOi/op OHver Kitig*» Rtgister, 
extracts from, 9. 

Bishop Ralph's Register, extracts 
from, 51-54. 

Bishops' visitations, 172, 173, 177. 
Dinners, etc., churchwardens' 
expenditure on, 178, 181, i8a, 185. 
Limit imposed (1730), 187. 

Blackford : Elizabeth, burial (1698), 
112. Mary, brass in memory of 
(1669), 80. Mr., 146, 149. 155. 
Mrs., burial (1706), 183. Richard, 
146. Grave, cost of diapng 
(1689), 176. Legacy tor repairs of 
church, 176. Monument (1689), 77. 
Purchase of one-third manor of 
East Lucoombe (1667), 78. Richard 
Stodden alias Blackford (1630), 78. 
Settlement of £unily in Dunster, 
78, 176. Sidwell and Elizabeth, 
co-heiresses of Richard Blackford, 
79- William, 176. Burial (z705)> 
183. Purchase of Bossington and 
Holnicote Estates about 1694. 78. 
William, key of poor chest (1715), 
156. William and HenrietU, 
monument in Selworthy church, 
etc., 79. 

Blackmore, Rebekah, inscription 



Andrew, 

(Z634), 124. Hugh, trustee for 
Mrs. Eliz. Stewkley's charity 
(1600), 105. John, senior, and 



William, trustees for Mrs. Bliz. 
Stewkely's charity (1600), 104. 
Thomas, 136. William, 105, 1x9, 



farm of, purchased for 



Blackwell, 



benefice of Dunster (1762), 125. 

BlackwiU : Widd, 146. William, the 
elder, trustee for Mrs. Eliz. 
Stewkley's charity (z6oo), zps. 

Blake: Ffrancis, 146. Geo., Z46. 
John. 134, 144. 146. Margaret, 
monumental inscription 
mentioned by Savage, 83. Mch., 
143. Nicholas, 133. 146* "Old 
Blake," Z56, X57- Roger le, 50. 
William, 146, X59' K^ of poor 
chest, 156. 

Blakebury. alias Hurlebusch, John. 
Bequests to chantries, 90. In- 
ventory of goods, 40. 

Blandon : Benjamin, 134. Henry, 134. 

Blenheim, battle of, thanksgivings, 

X83. 
BUndon : Jane, 149. Joane, X43. 
Bloody Assizes, victims in Dunster 

and Minehead, I44t I45* 
Blue Anchor alabaster, date of 

earliest working, 89 note, 
Kundon : Benj., X45* Henry (1686), 

145* 
Boarding out pauper children 

(x686). X47. 
Bond : Elizabeth, monumental m- 

scription mentioned by Savage, 

83. William, vicar of Dunster, 

signatory of petition to Bishop of 

Bath and Wells for confirmation 

of award of 149B, 9< 
Bondington house, i63- 
Borge. John, holding under St. Law- 
rence's chantry, 27. 
Bosanquet, Mr. and Mrs., aid to- 

waros restoration of Dunster 

church, 199. 
Bossington, manor, purchased by 

Richard Blackford (1694). 78- 
*'Bow" or "Shoop" under the 

churchyard wall, rent paid for, 

etc., Z99, Z73i 183. 
Bowden, Jeroboam. Burial, 119. 
Bower, Richard, X33, 135, 143. 
Bowering, John, Ann and Sarah. 

Inscription, 94. 
Bowers, Rich., 146. 
Boyne, battle of. Thanksgivings, 

Bradford, Ambrose, 146. 

Bradley. P. ffirands. churchwarden 
and overseer (z7X3;> "5> i54« x55* 
Pr. (1847), 199. Lewis, Mr., doc- 
tor (X749)i x6x. 
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of i8 n ^*» , par- 
1 1740, ooit, etc., 115, 116. 

BraMM. r^tr to monmnents. 

Bimtton, lohn de, 21. 

Braxe, Eiinbetb, 197. 

Bngge, Thomas, R. de Cogttoo's 
beqneet to, 33, 34. 

Brewer, Toene, gift for purcfaate of 
chandelier, 1 15. William le, grant 
of land in Dunster, 49. 

Briant, su Bryant 

Bridiport, John. R. de Cogstoo's be- 
quest to. S3, 34^ 

Bnggewater, Brygewator, fryers of. 
Scut's legacy to (1369), ao. Wed- 
more*s, John, bequest to (1531) 39. 

Brimpton, Edmund, 134. 

Brimsoombe, John, "darke" sign- 
ing entries in register during Great 
Rebellion, 100. 

Bristow, Robert, prior of Dunster, 
agreement with Sir Hugh and John 
Luttrell (1412), 66. 

Brown, Mr., 186. Thomas, prior of 
Dunster, a. Signatory of petition 
to the bishop of Bath and Wells, 
for confirmation of award of 1498, 

9- 

Browne, Nicholas, holding under Sir 
Lawrence's chantry. 28. 

Browning, Richard, 14. 

Bruer, John of, vicar of Kilton, bond 
frtim, to prior of Bath (1340), ^^, 

Bruton, pnor of, dispute with prior 
of Bath, 55, 56. Award, 56. 

Bruton, Richard, yicar of Minehead 
and canon of Wells, WiU of. Be- 
quest to church and priory, 66. 
St John's chantry, reference to, 

Bryant, Briant: Christian, 145. John, 
134. 135. 146. 171. 17a. 19a. Mr. 
150, 174. 181. Roger, 187. Will, 

„ "37. 139. 

Buckman, 152. 

Budd, George, i8a. 

Buildings, repairs to, eto. Bequests 
for, 6, 7, 176. Expenditure on, 
169, 170. Materials used in build- 
ing, anything that came to hand, 7. 
Rates for, i8x, 182. 

Bullock market in High Street, 163. 

Burcham's, oc. of, 136. 

Burge, Thomas, 158, 187, 192. 

Burgesses of Dunster, Scut's legacy 
to (1369). ai. 

Burials: Act of 1678, enjoiningburial 
in woollen, 171. Pmes imposed 
for burial in linen, 148, 164. Cost 
of grave digging, eto., 132. 

Bnrington, Edmond, overseer, 133. 



BnmeQ, John. 146. 

Burfcman's, John, diet, cost of, 143. 

Burland, Thomas, feoflbrof St Law- 
rence's chantry, 29. 

Burroes, John, 146. 

Burt, John, 139. Robert, legacy to 
the poor of Dunster, 158. 

Burt's pauper child, 147. 

Burtt, Rob., 146. 



C.C.C. MS., eztracts frtun, 46. 

Cade, Edm., 146. Tames, overseers* 
aooountB signed by, 149. 

Cadogan, Codogan, Thomas, over- 
seer and witness to will of R. Lotey, 
37. Will, bequests to church and 
prior, 37, 66. 

** Cage House," 24. 

Camyng, Robert de, vicar of Kelve- 
ton (1282-3), 49. 

Canes, Mrs., 172. 

Canterbury, archbishop of, stt names 
of archbishops. 

Capner, Ca p ener, Thomas, holding 
under St Lawrence's chantry, 27, 
28. 

Card, ECdw., churchwarden (x68i), 
III, 1x3. 

Cardmaker of Lyddeaid, warrant 
against, 132. 

Carnampton: Karhampton Church, 
settlement upon the prior of Duns- 
ter, 51. Priory land in the parish 
of, 61. Rectory and tithes leased 
to G. Pollard, 1x7. Value of rec- 
tory (x535), 64. 

Carran, William, holding under St 
Lawrence's chantry, 27. 

Carter, Nurse, 79. 

Castello, Bishop Hadrian of, ar- 
rangement for vicar of Dunster, 

X2I. 

Castle: Dunster Castle, diapel of, 
23. Communion plate presented 
to Aloombe Church by Mr. Lut- 
trell, X x6. Dame Hawis tower, 89. 
Date of building, 4> Paulet's at- 
tack on, X02. Siege of by parlia- 
mentary forces, 97. Plague among 
the besieging forces, xoo. Sur- 
render to Col. Wyndham, X03. 
Upper chapel of St Stephen, 23. 

Castle Torr, house under, X63. 

Cattle: importation from Ireland 
prohibited, 1665 ; seisures of cattle, 
distribution of proceeds, X40. In- 
fection of homed cattle, prayer 
concerning (1745). 187. 

Celsui, Walter de, witoess to charter 
of W. de Mohun, 46. 
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CluiiodloftbecliiirdhiSMPreibjtaiy. 

Chantries or chapels in the church : 
Holy Trinity, 14-16; ezistenoe 
shewn by early wills, 13 ; Grymes, 
Joan, bequests to, 16, 3^, 38; 
presentations to, 14, 15 ; nkht of 
presentation in tiie hands of 
feofiora, 14 ; Pynson's legacy, 35 ; 
revenues, report of royal com- 
mission of 1548, x6. Hurlebusch's, 
John, legacies to, 90. Incumbents, 
mdependenoe of prior and vicar, 
32. Lady chapel (St. Mary's 
chantry), 18 ; existence shewn by 
early wills, 13 ; Scut's legacy to, 
ai ; windows, 75. St. Tohn's, 
references to the early wills, 17. 
St. Lawrence, 23-39 ; arms of great 
families, etc., on tiles, 25 ; feoffors 
holding, 25 ; lower chapel of, men- 
tioned in agreement of 1254, 90; 
revenues, etc., 23, 24 ; list of part 
of possessions given by paper MS. 
of 4 Elis., 28; report of royal 
commission of 1548, 25 ; return of 
possessions made in consequence 
of statue of i Edward VI. 26; 
ruinous condition fifty or sixty 
years ago, 126. Statute for sup- 
pression of chantries x Edward VI, 
26. 

Chantry Certifieates, extracts from, 
122. 

Chapels, see Chantries. 

Chaplin, Geo., 146, 158. Wm., 147. 

Qiapman, Rich., 147. Wid., 136, 

146. 

Chapyn, Chaffin, Samuell, 158, 176, 
192. 

Quurities of Dunster : administration 
by overseers, 131. Overseers' 
account of, up to 1672, 138. 
Amount of parish stock (1662), 
132. Orchard and garden, rent 
of, 157. Benefit from seixure and 
sale of cattle illegally imported 
from Ireland, 140. Bequests to- 
wards, 22, 33. 35. 104. X3«. 154, 
158. Luttrell and Eld charity, 
constitution of, 161. Luttrell 
family taking charge of parish 
stock, 131, 132. 

Charles II, visit to Dunster as Prince 
of Wales during plague time (1645), 

99* 
Charles Edward, Young Pretender, 

defeated by duke of Cumberland, 

rejoicings, 187. 
Cheddr, Adam de, prior of Dunster : 

appointed by prior of Bath (1337), 

54. Arbitration between pnors o 



Batb and Bmtoo, 59*^natB to, 
m consideration of good works 

(1345)* 55- 

Chepstow Church, destmotion of 
east end consequent on suppres- 
sion of monasteries, 3. 

Cherleton, Sir Alan de, 56. 

Chest in the church, 156. 

Chester, John, churchwarden, 105. 

Chesters house by lower elm, 163. 

Chiloott, Chillcot : Eliz., 146. John, 
Z82. Thomas, 136, I43f 146* 
Key to poor chest (17x5), X56. 

Choir vestry, formerly St. Mary's 
chantry, 18. 

Christian names, curious names 
found in registers, 97, 99. 

Christine, servant of W. Pynson, 
master's bequest to, 35. 

Chuebune, Sir John de, grant by the 
prior of Bath of oorrody in the 
priory of Dunster (1330), 5x. 

Church rates, 189, X90. 

Churchwardens : Appointment — 
Appointment by minister and 
ixmabitants of the parish (X735), 
158. Election signed by pariui- 
ioners (1681), 143. Apprenticing 
of pauper children, X32, X42, X47, 
X53i 154. 156, 158, xGa. Attendance 
at the monthly meetings of 
parishioners, X9X. Grants to, 33, 
34, 36. Holding under St. 
Lawrence's Chan^, 27. List of 
(1599-1904)1 193 - MI* Parish 
councils act, X894, official trustee- 
ship of churchwardens abolished, 
x6i 110^. Registers, duty ot sign- 
ing, 95. Stewkelye's, Mrs. 
Elizabeth, gift of money for the 
poor, charge of, X04. Vicar 
chosen as churchwarden (1799- 
1801), x88. 

Churchwardens' accounts (1670- 
1847), 68, 115, X16, 127, X68-192. 

Churchyard : Arch in soamem 
wall, rent paid for, eto., 129, 173, 
X83. Cottage at entrance, restor- 
ation, 3. Inscriptions, eto., 91. 

Civil marriages during the common- 
wealth, X08-Z10. 

Civil war: events in and about 
Dunster, xos, X03. 

Clare family, arms on tile in St. 
Lawrence's Chapel, 25. 

Clark : George, 146. Susanna, x62. 
William. 67. 

Clai^: G., X76. John, 4x, X47. 
Mary, inscription (1697)* 9>* Mr., 
drawing of Dunster Cnurch, 126. 
William, inscription (X772), 93. 
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ClaMM of pariih chnzcliM, three 

cUwei, I, a. 
Clayton and Bell, windows by, 79, 

73. 74. 

Qeere Abbey: Abboti of, sm their 
nunee. Destruction of chfffch due 
to suppression of the monasteries, 
s. Punster, property in, owned 
by Abbey prior to reformation, 6. 
Traditions oonoeming " the 
nunnery," etc., 24. Ezcavation 
of ruins by Mr. Luttrell, i. 
** Parcel of the p os ses sions of the 
late monastery of Clere," 39. 
Scut's legacy to a monk (1369), eo. 
Window in the lady chapel in 
memory of an abbot of CleoTe, 76. 

Clement : Betty and Henry, monu- 
mental inscription mentioned by 
SaTage, 83, John, 134. 135. »44. 
146. John, jun., 145. John, sen., 
145. Thomas, 136, 139. 

Clements, John, 150, 169. 

Clernr, number of, attached to 
cathedrals and parish churches in 
middle sges, 3s. 

Clerk of Dunster Church : Cogston's, 
R. de, bequest to, 33. Duties of, 
I. Election by parishioners 



?7 



Rate 



in 1771, salary, etc., 188. 

CorgiTon (1707), 153- 
Clerk : Adam Scut's bequest to, si. 

John C, feoflbr of Holy Trinity 

Chapel, 14. 
Clewer, sisters of, presentation of 

communion plate to Dunster 

Church, 114. 
Clinton, G., Regtrius, 124. 
Cloister and Cloister Court, 44. 181. 

Timber hauled out ot (1701), 44, 

182. 
Clopoote, Robert de, prior of Bath 

(X33a). 53. 
Close, Geo., 145. 
Clothing, cost of, price of materials, 

etc., 132, 133, 137, 138, 143, 148, 

X5«. 
Clymont, Thomas, 145. 
Clymson, W., rector of Munck- 

silver, 100. 
Cockes, J<^m, 37. 
Cocus, Robert and Alice Lakem- 

pestre, grant of land in Dunster, 



CoSec 



decombe, Robert, Ticar of. Scut's 

legacy to, ao. 
Codogan, sm Cadogan. 
Coflb, Robert, X19. 
Cofiisn, Robertt i56« 
Coffin, Honor, 146. Will, 137, 158. 
Coggan, Elis., 146. 



Cogston, Coggestoo. Will, bequests 
to church and priory, etc.. 14. X7i 
33.66. 

Cok, Adam le, grant of land in Don- 

Cokesiegh, John, appointed chaplain 
to St. Lawrence's Ch^>el (14^), 

Cokkys, John, shipowner, 6. 
Collard, John and Nicholas, x^. 
Collections in Dunster : Captives in 

Turkey, collection for (1691), 178. 

Collection for other parishes (1694), 

Collegiate churches, two classes, 2. 

CoUes family : Church lands, monu- 
ments in Pitminster Churdi, etc., 
58, wiU 2. Humphrey, grant of 
priory lands, etc, to (1544). 58. 
Sale of lands to Dame Margaret 
Luttrell, 59. 

Collett, Henrietta, marriage, 79. 

CoUimore's Boy's head, payments 
for cure of, 140. 

Collins, Daniel, seaman. Burial, 
X12. 

CoUinson. conjectures c on c e rning 
tomb in priory church, 88. 

Colthurst, Matthew, auditor, 1x9. 

Colyns, Adam, chaplain of St. Law- 
rence's chantry, 25. 

Communicants at Dunster, number 
of (c. 1540), 122. 

Conventual part of church, sm pres- 
bytery. 

Convs, John, bequest to prior, 66. 

Cooke, Peeler, baptism, xo6. 

Copp, Robert. 153. 

Corbet, Henry, witness to confirma- 
tion of W. de Mohun's charter, 47. 

Cordon, Mr., seatholder, x8o. 

Cording, doctor, 157, x6i. 

Com nuurket in Hi^ s tr e et, X63. 

CoRody in priory granted to vicarof 
Dunster, sx, 58 wiU, 

Cottege at entrance to churchyard, 
restoration, 3. 

Cottell, Judithe, baptism, 106. 

Cottenham, Cambs., triplet in regie- 
ter, giving seasons when marriages 
were prohibited by the church, X07. 

Cottrill, John, holdingunder St Law- 
rence's chantry, 28. 

Courserer, Robert, 135. 

Court, Robert, 153. 

Courtney, Courtsney, Antony, 144, 
147. 150. 

Courts, formerly ye Compass, 163. 

Courtt, Robt, X46. 

•« Cow" charity at Minehead, origin 
of. 141. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Index. 2 1 9 



Cowlin Richard, 139. 

Cowline, Sam, thatcher, 156. 

Cos, Wm. Collard, 189. / 

Crane, Henry, holding undfer St. 
Lawrence's chantry, 37. / 

Craze, Willm., 163. Atftbmpt to 
establish domicile in Dunker. Ex- 
pulsion by warrant, 151. 

Creighton, bishop, visit to Dunster 
(167a). 169. 

Crocker, Christopher, seaman ; bar- 
ial, 112. 

Crockford : Cha., 155. Mary, 135. 
Samuell, 136, 146, 147. 

Cromwell, Thomas, injunction oon- 
ceming the keeping of parish reg- 
isters (1538). 94. 95' 

Cros, Willm., 147. 

Cross, Tho., 145. 

Cross in the High Street, 163. 

Crosses in the church : Early cross, 
built into wall in south transept, 
13. Processional crosses, 116. 

** Crowner's feys " (1715). 155. 

Cudman, Alice, founder of Holy 
Trinity Chantiy, 14. 

Cumba, Henry de, attorney for the 
vicar of Kelveton (1382-3), 49< 

Curfew bell, payment for rixiging, 68, 

173. 

Cumell, John, churchwarden, 178. 

Cursuer, Philip le, 49. 

Custis, Samul, sfiaman ; burial, 112. 

C]rstr, Bernard, Papal nuncio in Eng- 
land, 54. 



D.C.M., Extracts from, 58-60, 117- 
119. 

Dart, Rich., 68. 

Date of foundation of church, prob- 
able existence in Saxon times, 3, 
4. 

Daubeny, Sir Giles, feoffor of Holy 
Trinity chapel (1491)1 i4« 

Daunter, John, 134. 

David, a souldier, burial (1843), 103. 

Davis, George, bell founder, 67, 71. 

Davies, Jeremias, 67. 

"Deoenters," goods taken from, 
and sold (16821, 173. 

Declarations of mdulgence, 175. 

Declaration of Right, 176. 

Delbridge, George, junr., fine for 
selling *' ale in paints not sealed," 

155. 

Dennis, Thomas, 136, 146, 171. 
Dennisford, Thomas, 149. 
Denyster, Sir — , witness to will of 

S. Pers (15 14)* 38* 
Devontheir, Mr., 149. 



Dibble, Andrew, 158. Robert, 
churchwarden and overseer (1713). 
154. 

Dimensions of church as at present 
existing, 5. 

Disputes Mtween priory and parish, 
arbitration apportioning church 
between priory and parish (1498), 
8. 

Divorce on account of spiritual rela- 
tionship, case of Thomas Luttrell 
and Margaret Hadley, 85. 

Doctors attending paupers, payments 
to. 142, 143. 149. 156. 157. 161. 

Dodesham, William, feoffor of St 
Lawrence's chapel (i457)t 25, 29. 

DoUbridge, Geo., 147. George, junr., 
(1708), 153. Jane, wifo of George, 
inscription (1699), 91. 

Donnis, Arthur, (church) warden, 168. 

Doorway admitting to original 
screen, 11. 

Doreberugg, John de, steward of cell 
of Dunster, etc., 59. 

Dovecot of priory, 44. 

Dovell, Robert, S. Pers's bequest to, 

37. 

Dover, Hugh de, monk of Bath, 53. 

Downe. Mr., i46,1p^7«^ Mrs., 135. 

Dowent, John, 140. ^ - 

Drake, Mr., of Exeter, grisalloglass 
by, 74 and noU» Mr. Joseph, 138. 

Drew, Robt., overseer for Uie 
country (171 3). i54- Widd., 146. 

Drokensford, Bishop, 53. 

Dunn, John, 134. 

Dunstan, priest, witness to charter 
of W. de Mohun, 46. 

DunsUrCasUs Book, 14. 

Dunster Church Book, Extracts from, 
14-X6, 33. 40, 123. 

Dunster and its Lords, extracts 
from, 48. 

Dunster, William, abbot of Cleeve, 
contributions towards building the 
north aisle of the church, 6. 

Dunster, William, black man, bap- 
tism (1736), 1X2. 

Durand, dapifer, witness to charter 
of W. de Mohun, 46. 

Dutch- war, thanksgiving for peace, 
(1674), 170. 

Dye, Henry, 134. 

Dyke, Edward and Thomas, of 
Picton, marriage with Sidwell and 
Eli2abeth Blackford, 79. Eliza- 
beth, only daughter and heiress of 
Thomas Dyke, 79. Thomas, 
second wifo, Mannuret, widow of 
Alexander LuttreU, 80. Thomas 
and Mary, 79. 
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BA1IB8, JOU, 151. 

Buly Engliih windowi, •tc., In 

pffMojrtwyi M. 
Bfttt LoooomlM manor, fnuchMe off 

one-third bf Richaxd Bkckftwd, 

78. 
Eastina, Henary, 153. 
Eaaton, Thomas, inscription, 93. 
Edbraoke, Mr. Nathl., 163. 
Edmonda, Gao., 146. 
Edmonds, Gilaa, aldarman, 186. 
Edmunds, John, 135. 
Edwarda, Wilton, 119. 
Edwardas als Evans, Thomas, 39. 
Edwards, John, 146. 
Eaaton, Wm., 155. 
Eld, Francis, som due from, for use 

of poor of Dunstar, 161. 
Elisabathan cup and oofar, 1x4. 
EUsworthy, Elsworthy, Andro, feof- 
for of Holy Trinity charity, 15. 

John, i8a. Thoa., 163. 
Elston, Phillip, 135. Thomaa, 136. 

William, 146. 
Esoott, Esoote: Benjamin, chnreh- 

warden, 115. Ellen, 146. Giles 

(17x9) 67; Gyles (X718). X58. 

Mary, 163. Mr. (1708), 153. (1714). 

184. Richard, X36. Tho., x63. 
Essen, Waltar, i4« 
Eton College, dedication to Viigin 

Mary, 19. 
ETans, Graca, X45. 
Everard Family: Andrew, X69. 

Monument traditionally assigned 

to, 87. Patrich, 35. 
Everton, Notts, lines in parish 

register concerning seaaona when 

marriages were prohibited by the 

church, 107. 
Everts, Eliz., 134. 
Evet Marnret, 137. 
Evyhorn, Thomas, 136. 
Ewens : John, 139, X46. Robert, 97. 

Wid., 136. 

Faddbr, William, outlawry on 

suspicion of robbing church 

(lass), 3X. 
Feoffors holding chantries: Holy 

Trinity, X4, 15. St. Lawrence's, 

25.39. 
Ffemale, Ffemell Lawrence, 39, X19. 
Ffowler, Thomas, burial, 1Q3. 
Ffroat, Thomas, xio. 
Ffry of Minehead, fine for swearing 

(1713). 155. 
Ffiry, Richard, X65. 
Fire, precautions aoainst, legacy for 

the provision of leathern ouckets 

lor me church, 36. 



Flavos, Ricfaaid and Boboct, 

witneaas to charter off W. de 

Mohnn, 46. 
Footpath, garden in Water straat« 

x(^. 
Forteacne: FTands. 78. Hooor. 

marriage to George Lnttxell, 98. 

Sir P., Bart., sale of one-third 

manor off East Luooombe, *fi. 
Forty-five, rising of, X87. 
Foater, Edward, seaman, burial, xxa. 
Fox, widdow, XS3. 
Frackford, diaappearanoe of former 

habitation, 7. 
Frankpledge, persons living in 

Dunster without (laas), 3X. 
Franke, Henry and Christine, 

founders of Holy Trinity chantry, 

14. 
Freeman, Prof. E. A., on the 

daaaea off monastic and collegiate 

churches, a. 
French Wars of William HI. and 

Anne, thankagiTings for victoriea, 

etc.: Blenhttm, battle of, X83. 

French fleet deatroyed off St. 

Malo, 178. Namur, taktns of, 180. 

Peace of Utrecht, 184. PriTateers, 

peraona captured tqr, in X693-4, 

179. 
Ftere, Richard and Julian hia wifo, 

grant to in Dunster (X348), 34; 

(i58g, 36. 
Fry, Philip, maker of pewter plate 

owned by Dunster Church, 1x5. 

Thomaa, X83. 
Furniture, plate, etc., of Dunatar 

Church: Brass chandeUer off 18 

lights, purchaaed 1740, 115, xi6. 

Communion plate, X14, x8x, 184. 

Inventories (167a), 168, (1730), x^. 

Plate, vestments, etc., probaUy 

hidden during Reformation period, 

absence noted in report ot royal 

commiasion, 1549, 31, 32. Pro- 

cesaional c ro aa e a , 1x6. 
FyhiUy, Sir John, vicar of Car- 

hampton, Lotey's bequest to, 37. 

Galb : George, 67. William, 

churchwarden, 73. 
Gallery erected in church (X7X7), 137, 

X85. 
Gallox Bridge, house beyond, 163. 
Gamble, William, silver dish with 

mark of, XX5. 
Game laws, severity of, in X735, X59. 
Garden of priory now belonging to 

Dunster Castle, 48. Called " the 

cloister court " in estate nu^, 44. 

Gift of green peaa aent to lady of 
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tfaa ctatle at Ghristmas, 1405, 49. 
Overlookmg, precantioiia against, 
5. Conditkxis of grant to John le 
Bam, 48. 

Gardener, Margaret, coring ricketta, 
137. 

Gardyner, Robert, appraiser of goods 
of J. Blakebury, dHas Hurlebusch, 
40. Feo£Ebr of St. LAwrence's 
chapel, 39. 

Carte. Thomas, 66. 

Garter, order of. Foundation in 
honour of the Blessed Virgin, 19. 

Gatchell, Mr., contribution towards 
restoration of Dnnster Church, 
XS9. 

Geanes, John, hansed (1683), I44« 

George, John, para-keeper at Dun- 
ster Castle, Inscription (1831), 91 . 
Wid.. 137. 

George I, accession, etc., 184. 

George II, proclamation, 186. 

George IV, coronation, 189. 

George Inn in High Street, 163. 

Geronus, witness to charter of W. 
de Mohun, 46. 

Gilbert, Dr. Tho., arbitrator be- 
tween the monks and parishioners 
of Dunster (1498)1 9* 

Gilbert, priest, witness to charter of 
W. de Mohun, 46. 

Giles: Johan, baptism (i66C^, no. 
John, cfaurchvrarden (1634), 124, 
130. First parish register at Dun- 
ster (i6S3)f X08, III. Mary (1667), 
I3S* I99* Rob* (1686}, 146. Robert, 
sen. (1667), 136. Robert and Eliza- 
beth his vms, monumental inscrip- 
tion (1703, 1703), mentioned by 
Savage, 83. 

Gill, Aldred, Z19. 

Gillse, Thomas, 143. 

Ginkell, 177. 

Glastonbury Abbey, destruction, a. 
St. Mary's Church, meeting-place 
of arbitration between the monks 
and the parishioners of Dunster 
(1498). 8. 

Glebe lands, terrier of (i^), 133, 

Goflb, Robert, holding under St 
Lawrence's chantry, a6. 

Goufie, Rise, holding under St. Law- 
rence's chantry, 37. 

Goush, Robt, 39. 

Govier, Manr, 163. 

Granfleld, Phillipp, 139. 

Grant, Graunt, Mr., Ticar, 133, 141, 
173* 178. Practioeof makina reg- 
ister entries in ron£h copy book, 
and writing np rsgpmr at end of 
year, 111. 



Gravener, Nicholas, first grantee of 
yicarage, 133. 

Grebert, priest, witness to charter off 
W. de Mohun, 46. 

Gregory, Geo., 145. 

Greme, John, scholar. S. Pers's be- 
quest to, 37. John, senrant to John 
Cockes, S. Pers's bequest to, 37. 

Griffon, Tho., 155. 

Griffith : John, prior of Dunster, 63. 
Rob., 146. 

Grifly, Robert, 146. 

Grime, Mrs. Lucy, 179. 

Gryme, J., bailiff (1535), 6s. Joan, 
widow, will (1517), bequests to 
church and priory, ete., x6, 35, 
38. John, will, bequests to 
church, eto. (1509), 6, 35, 66. 

Gunn, John, 146. 

Gyronard, monk, witness to charter 
of W. de Mohun, 46. 

Hadlby, Margaret, marriage with 
Thomas Lutrol; question of spir- 
itual relationship, 9$. 

Hamelyn, Robert and Joan, grant of 
land in Dunster, 50. 

Handoock, Handoooke, doctor, 143, 
173. 

Harrison, Hen., 150. 

Hart. Harte: William, 119. Mat* 
thew, churchwarden, 134, 130. 

Harvey, John and Mary, movement, 

77- 

Hastyng, Rose, wife of John, 35. 

Hayes, John, 138. 

Hayman, Elisabeth, burial in linen, 
148. 

Hayne: Thomas, baptism, 106. Troi- 
lus, holding under St. Lawrence's 
chantry, 37. 

heamond, Steaven, 1x9. 

Heaton and BuUer, window by, 73. 

Hellman, Hehnan: Thomas, 137. 
Widow, contract lor maintenance 
of paupers (i750t x6^ 

Hembury, widow, 149. 

Hendly, Thomas, 136. 

herd, John, trustee lor Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Stewkley's charity, 105. 

Hermodvilla, W. de, witness to 
charter of W. de Mohun, 46. 

Hemeys, David, Scut's bequests to, 
33. 

Hemian, John, Z46. 

Hertfiord, Lord, descent on Mine- 
head, Z643, scheme for seisnre of 
vessels in harbour frustrated by 
Mr. LnttrsU, xos. 

Henry, John, prior of Dunstv, 54* 

Rewett, Mr.. 15a. 
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Hflwey, Thot., 149. 

HUl. RAlpb. 136. 

Hitcboott, Wm., 164. 

HitehoK, Luke, 140. 

HintDD ChartariicMiM abbey church, 
deetructioo oonaequent on lup- 
prenion of monasteriee, a. 

Hobb, Andrew, 143, 143. 

HobhouM, Mr., 187. 

Hodge, Edward, 186. 

Holoombe, Holloome, John, curate 
of Dunster, 41, 4a ; bequests to, 7, 
^, 37 ; witness to wiU of R. Lotey 
(1510), 37; witness to will of S. 
Pen (1514), 38. Lawrence, 1x9. 
Richaxd, bequest to church, 68. 
Thomas, holding under St. Law- 
rence's chantry, a6. 

Hole, John, innkeeper, custodian of 
title deeds of parish, 164. Thomas, 
fisther of, restoration of roof of 
priocy church, 137. William, 171. 

Holland, war with, bell-ringing in 
honour of peace (1674), 170. 

Holman, Wiilm., 159. 

Holnicote estate, purchased by Wil- 
liam Blackford, 78. 

Holy Island, raid by French priva- 
teers (1693). 179. 

Holy Trinity chantry, su Chantries 
or Chapels. 

Honour of Dunster, holders of: 
Luttrell family, honour forfeited 
by attainder of James Luttrell re- 
stored to Sir H. LuttreU, 8. 
Mohun, Sir John the third de 
(ia79), a4. Mohun, William de, 
allotted by the Conqueror to, 4. 

Hood, Amelia Anne, window in 
memory of, 73. Lady, contribu- 
tion towards restoration of Dunster 
Church, ia9. 

Hooper, John, bequest to the church, 
68. Matthew, 135. 

Hopcot, tenant of, 136. 

Hoper, Hopper, Ro^nr, holding un- 
der St. Lawrence's chantry, a6. 
Witness to will of J. Wedmore. 39. 

Herman, John, x8i. Mr., 139. 
Peter, junr., 135. Peter, senr., 
135. 

Hosegood, John, 135. Rob., 146. 

Hossome, Hossem, John (1847), 19a. 
Churchwarden (1700), 181, (1740), 
115, 

House, Christian, 174. 

how, Petter, trustee for Mrs. 
Eliz. Stewkley's charity, 105. 

Howell, Morgan, holding under St. 
Lawrence's chantry, 37. 

Hunte. J<dm, 66. 



Huitod: Henry, 146. Widd., 146. 

William (1667). 137. WOlm.. 

Elder-man (1790), 186. 
Hurlebusch, or Blakebury, John: 

beqnesti in five chantries, so. 

Inventory of goods, 40. 
Hyles, John, 183. 
Hyndon, William, holding under St. 

Lawrence's chantry, vj. 

INA, King of Wessex, builder of 
Taunton Castle, 3. 

Ingrain, Nicholas, 135. 

Ingram, Nathaniel : monumental 
inscription mentioned by Sava^, 
83. Wife and children of, inscrip- 
tion (1713, 1716), 91. 

Inner, Richard, feoffor of Holy 
Trinity chiqiel, 14. 

Insanitary condition of the church 
sixty years ago, 138. 

Ireland, prohibition of importation 
of cattle firom, in 16^, 140. 

JABCBS : Alice, 133. Robert, 68, 146, 

168. Widd., 146. Will., 137. 

Ftands Edward, old pretender, 

birth of, etc., 70, 174. 
JofiiBries and Price, Bristol, bell- 

iounders, 67, 71. 
Jeffireys, Judge, bloody assises, 

victims in Dunster and Minehead, 

144. 145. 
Joanes, Mr. Thomas, minister, fined 

" for being overcome with bear." 

150. 
John : prior of Bath (1349), grants to 

Dunster, 57. Prior of Bath (1498), 

signatory of petition to the bishop 

of Bath and Wells, o. 
Jones : Jenkin, a soldier, burial, IQ3. 

John, churchwarden for the 

country, 154. 
Joyce, Thomas, witness to Will of 

J. Wither. 38. 
Joyner, Thomas: Holding under 

St. Lawrence's chantiy, 36. 

Thomas's, S., WiU, witness to, 39. 

Wedmore's, Johan, bequest to, 39. 
Juyn, Thomas, witness to Will ot S. 

Pers, 38. 

Kalbndar, Geoffrey de, 50. 

Kaynesah, Sir Thomas, monk, 
Gryme's bequest to, 66. 

Ken: Bishop of Bath and WeUs. 
Dunster, visit to, 173. Petition 
against the declaration of indulg- 
ence, 175. 

Kensett, of Winsford, fine lor 
Sabbath breaking, etc. 
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Kent, Herbert de, witness to charter 

of W. de Mohnn, 46. 
Keper, Robert, bequests to the 

aiorch, etc., 7, 35, 38. 
Keymer: Mr. (1704), i8a. Will., 

curate (1847)1 i99« 
Kidder, Bishop of Bath and Wells: 

killed during great storm (1703), 

183. Visit to Dunster, 177. 
Kidner, Anne, 133. Peter, 135, 147. 
Kilton Rectory, value of (1535), 64. 
Kimer, Kymer, Mr. William, curate, 

67,186. 
King's EyiI, touching for, by the 

seventh child of a seventh child, 

137. 
Kittner, Peeter, baptism, 106. 
Knight: Baldwin (1708) 153. (1847) 

19a. Churchwarden and Overseer 

(1713). 154. Bernard, 147. Joane, 

146. 
Knowles, Wid., 137. 

Lackwbll, Henry, hanged (1685), 

144- 
Lacy, John, 138. 
Lake, Henry, 119. 
Lakempestre, Alice, grant to, by 

prior of Bath, 49. 
Lambed, James, trustee for Itlrs. 

Eliz. Stewkley's charity. xo6. 
Lambert, James, trustee for Mrs. 

Eliz. Stewkley's charity, 105. 
Land taxes payable by the living of 

Dunster (187a), 135. 
Lang, Thos., 158. Will, 151. 
fisngham, Ricuiaxd de, witness to 

confirmation of W. de Mohun's 

charter, 47. 
Larkin, J<^, 119. 
Leath, Mr., 155. 
Leathern buckets for the church in 

case of fire, legacy for the pro- 
vision of, 36, 
Lede, John, beauest to church, 34. 
Ledward, Charles Edward, window 

in memory of, 7s. 
Leeds, Mrs. Edward, 79. 
Lac's children, 135. 
Ltfgh, Dorothy, 159. G. H., vicar, 

xSB, 189; brass in memory off 

6. H. Leigh and Ann his wifo, 8x ; 

churchwarden, election as (1799 

and i8ex), x88. John, X33-X35, 

X46. Mr. (X678), X73. Rob. 

Weaver, 156. Robert, 67, x63. 

Thos., owner of workhouse, X64. 

Willm., 146, X55. 
Leland, conjectures oonoeming 

lombe in priory church, 88, 89. 
Lenard, fiaraier, X5S. 



Lewis, Ephraim, X34, X46. 

Ley, Wiluam, XX9. 

Leyle, Sir Will., John Whyte's be- 
quest to, 36. 

Lights in the church, bequests for, 
etc., 7, X7, sx, 33, 34. 36-39. 
Value m X550, xas. 

Limerick, siege of, X77. 

Lincoln's Inn MSS,t exUacUi from, 
45-48. 

Linde, Mrs., 133. 

Linen, burial in, fines on aoooont 
of, 148, X64. 

Listoni, James, baptism, 96. 

Livi, Simon, R. de CogBton's be- 
quest to, 33, 34. 

Living of Dunster, see Vicarage. 

Loken, John, feoffor of Holy Trinity 
chantry, 14. 

Long, John, 133, X46. Katharine, 
z3St 146. Robert, X53. Thomas, 
X53. 

Lotey, Loty, loan, 37. John, feofibr 
of Holy Trinity chapd, X4 ; of St 
Lawrence's chapel, 35. Robert, 
bequests to church, eto., 36. 

Lowdon, Katerixie, holding under 
St. Lawrence's chantry, 37. 

Lowlys, William, holding under St. 
Lawrence's chantry, 37. 

Loxhall bridge, 69 note. 

Lucas, Philip, feofibr of Holy Trin- 
ity chapel, X4. 

LuckwiU: Lawrence, 135. Rich., 
146. 

Ludlow, Mr., of Dunster, inscrip- 
tions in churchyard copied by, ox. 

Luttrell family: Alexander, Col., be- 
quest to poor of Dunster, 154, 155. 
Death and burial, x X3. Alexander 
Fownes (X776), x88. Andrew, Sir, 
King's Commissioner (1533), 63. 
Aime, monument (X73X), 83. Be- 
quests to poorof Dunster, interest 
on, eto., 133, 154, X55, x6x. Boun- 
dary of estates coinciding with 
western boundary of priory given 
in deed oonfinning charter of W. 
de Mohun, 48. Capt. Luttrell, 
burial in linen (X777), X64. Cathe- 
rine, effigy of, 90. Dorothy, Mrs., 
payment of interest on Luttrell be- 

Suests to poor of Dunster. X54. 
Elizabeth, Lady, monument (1493), 
86. Elisabeth, widow of John, as- 
signment of lease of Dunster rec- 
tory and tithes to Thomas Luttrell 
(1554), xx8. Elizabeth, wife of 
George, burial (X653), X03, Emma 
Louisa, window in menmy of, 7^. 
Pnncis, X45, X73. Baptism (X659), 
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zoi. Flrands, Col., gift to poor 
of Duntter, X54« Francis* heira 
of (1667), 133* Francii Pownas 
(177^,188. FrancisFownes, win- 
dow in memocy of (x86t), 75. 
F.H., peraonal bond tot cfaanty 
monoyaooeptadbyoToneen, i6x. 
George, baptism and death (x6sx)i 
100, 103. Geoige Fownes ({Mreeent 
Mr. LttttieU). belli rehnng at tfae 
sole coat of (1875), 71. Blackfbnl 
estates owned by, 80. CleoTe Ab- 
bey Chnreh. excaTation of niins, 
X. Great tithes, transference to 
the liTing of Donster, in exchange 
for scattered holdings, 125. Poor 
funds, oonveyanoe to the Charity 
Commissioners, 161. Presentation 
of silver oommonion plate to the 
church of St. Michael the Arch- 
angel, at Aloombe, xi6. Restora- 
tion of Dunster Church, munifi- 
cence in aiding, 3, 4, 23, X98, xag. 
George, grandson oif Dame Mar- 
garet, marriage, 60. George, jus- 
tice of the peace (1645-1^2), 98. 
Bequest to poor of Dunster, 132. 
CiTil marrisges performed by, dur- 
ing Commonwealth, xio. Marri- 
age with Honor Fortescne (X652), 
98. H. (1847), X92. H.F., copies 
of deeds stored in the church made 
by cider of (17x6), Dunster Castle 
Book, X4. Fined under Burial 
Act (1777)* i64< Interest on parish 
money, payment of (1748), x6o. 
Seats held by (177^, x88. Hugh 
and John, his son, agreement with 
prior of Dunster (x4X2), 66. Hugh, 
Sir, fragments ot effi^ on tomb, 
probably belonging to tomb of Sir 
John de Mohun the third. 24, 51. 
Honour of Dunster restored to, on 
accession of Henry VH, 8. Monu- 
ment assigned to, by Sir H. M. 
Lyte, 90. Signatory of petition to 
the bishop of Bath and Wells in 
1498, 9. James, attainder in reini 
of Edward IV, 8. Jane, Mrs.(i667}. 
X33. Parliamentarian sympathies, 
etc , X02. Payment of interest on 
husband's bequest to poor of Dun- 
ster, 132. John, lease of priory 
lands, etc., granted to (1540), 58. 
Lessee of rectory and tithes of 
Dunster in 1553, 1x7. Acknow- 
ledgment of tithe by Elizabeth, 
xx8. John, Sir, death (1557), 6x. 
J.F., churchwarden (182X), X89. 
Parish money held on bond, in- 
creased interest demanded (1804). 



165. John Fownes (1776), x88. 
Lucy, Honble. BCadam, burial 
(X718), 1x2. Blaxgaxet, Miss, mar- 
riage to Mr. Fownes (1747). 80. 
Mai^garet, Dame, objections to 
marriage of grandson and heir, 
etc., 6a Purchase of H. CoUes* 
interest in the prioiy lands, etc 
(1544), 59. Margaret F. and Har- 
riet P., window in meoKxy of 
(1858, X870), 75. Parish stock, 
giuurdianship of, 131, 13s, 160. 
Conveyance to the Chari^ Com- 
missioners, x6x. Pers's, Symonde, 
bequest to Master Lottxell (i5i4)> 
37. Rent paid to the Crown, 6x. 
lliomas, burial (X627), xoi. Tho- 
mas, owner of Dunster Castle at 
outbreak of Ciyil War. Burial 
(X643), xo2. Ciyil War, part in, 
xos. Legacy to poor of Dunster, 
Z3>t 139' lliomas, second son of 
Dame Margaret Family estates, 
succession to (1557). 6x. Marri- 
age with Margaret Hadley, God- 
daughter of his mother. Qoestton 
of spiritual relationship, 85. Mon- 
ument, 85. Priory estates. Re- 
version of estates assigned to T. 
Luttrell (1546), 59. Rectory and 
tithes of Dunster, lease of, as- 
signed to (1554)* "8- T.F., Rev., 
appointed curate of Dunster (18x7). 
X89. Thomas Fownes (1776), 188. 
Title to Dunster Priory questioned 
by Queen Elizabeth, 60. Vault 
beneath Priory Church, Sayage's 
visit to, 127. 

Luttrell and Eld charity : final form 
of Luttrell bequests to poor of Dun- 
ster, x6x. 

Lyncombe, Henry, attorney for tfae 
prior of Bath (1282-3), 49. 

LyoUe, John, holding under St 
Lawrence's chantry, 27. 

Lyte, Sir H. M., 59. ■* Dunster and 
its Lords," author of. 48. Over- 
seer's accounts, discovery of in 
munixnent room of Dunster 
Castle, 1 31. Tombs in Priory 
church, opinion as to, 88, 90. 



Machyn, William, 62. 

Macknesa : Elizabeth, marriage, lox. 

Thomas, 136, X39, X46. 
Maidstone, collectian lor (1694), 179. 
Make, Thomas, holding under SL 

Lawrence's chantry, 27. 
Malet, Hnffh, fflng's oommisskmer 

(r535)> 62. 
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Mallet, Thomai of Enmore, Meond 
husband ol Elizabeth Luttrell, 
86. 

Malmesbury, destrnctkm of East 
end of chnreh, oonae^uent on 
suppression of monastenes, 3« 

Marchant, William, feoffor of Holy 
Trinity chantry, 15. 

Margery, servant of J. Wedmore, 
mistress's bequest to, 39. 

Marisoo, Walter de, 51. 

Markes, Mary, 135. 

Markham, John, Cordwainer, 156. 

Marknes, Robert, 135. 

Marriages : Cessation of entries in 
psjridb register, x645*x6S3i 97i 98' 
Ciyil marriages during the 
commonwealth, 98, xoo-ixo. 
Seasons during which church 
discipline prohibited marriages, 
107. For particular marriages, 
see names ot persons. 

Marsh, John, 178. 

Martyn, William, sale of Holnicote 
estate, 78. 

Marys, John, dontractor for rebuild- 
ing Tower in 1443, terms of 
contract, etc., is. 

Brasses for the souls of the departed, 
bequests lor the celebration of, 

15. ai. «3. 33-35. 
Masun, James, 180. 
Mathews, Hugh (1847), 19a. 
Matthews : Hugh (1700), 152. Sam, 

146. Churchwarden (1681), in, 

113. 
Mawhaude, John, holding under St. 

Lawrence's charity, 37. 
Mead, Meade: Mary. 135. Peter, 

100, I03i X45i x8o. William, 

13a. 
Meare, Ambrose, 145. 
Measpe, Mrs., x88. 
Medkwal Witts, extracts from, 6, 

Medical attendance for paupers, 
overseer's payments to doctors, 

143. 143. 149. 156. i57i i6«- 
Meroomb, Mercum, Tho., 147, X53. 
Merrick, Rosemond, 174. 
Michell, George, churdiwarden, 104. 
Mickper, Thomas, 143. 
Middle street by ye churchyard 

sate, 163. 
Militia, men serving in, payments to 

relatives (1793-1798). 164. 165. 
Millar, Henry, overseer lor the 

oountnr, ijja, 154. 
Miller of Avl]l.x37. 
Miller, Widow, holding under St 

Lawrenoe's chantry, 99. 



133. 



Millet, Millett : Adrian, 
Andrew, 146. William, 99. 

Mills, Barbara, burial, xos. 

Milton, John, 147, 174. 

Milward, Robert, 41. 

Minehead: Blockade by Welshmen 
during the civil war, 103. Bloody 
assizes, victims in Minehead, 144. 
"Cow" charity, origin of, 141. 
Dispute concerning tithe, 56. 
Parliamentarian sympathies, 103. 
Tithes of, dispute between priors 
of Bath and Bruton (1340), 55, 
(1345). 56. Award, 56. 

Mitchell : John, 134. Mrs., 135. 

MoffEitt: John, 143, 146. Church- 
warden (X69X), X78. Marriage 
(1678), xoi. Overseer (1683), X44* 

Mohun Family: Arms on tile in 
St. Lawrence's Chapel, 35. 
Adelisa (wife of William, 1090- 
xxoo). Consent to convejranoe of 
advowson of Dunster to prior and 
monks of Bath, 4t 43t 45* Avice 
or Hawys, monument aadgned to, 
88. Geoftey and Robert, sons off 
William, witnesses to charter of 
W. de Mohun, 46. John, bene- 
fections confened upon the Priory 
of Dunster, 56, 57. J<^m and 
Joan, srant of Land in 1349 from 
the prior of Bath, boundaries, eto., 
57. John (Sir John the third), 
career, benefeetions to dtisens, 
church, and priory of Dunster, 34. 
51. Savage's conjectures as to 
tomb of, 89. Tomb and effi|^, 
tomb beneath doorway of St. 
Lawrence's chapel and fragments 
of effigy on Sir H. Luttrell's 
tomb, probably those of Sir John, 
34, 51, 90. Reginald de, crants to 
priory of Bath, 33, 57. Ridiazdde, 
witness to conformation of W. de 
Mohun's charter, 47* William de 
(1090-xioo), conveyance of advow- 
son of Dunster Church to prior and 
monks of Bath, 4i 43i 45- Con* 
finnations, 46, 47< I>ato of nant, 
45. William, son of l[6hn, 
conformation of grants by Reginald 
and John to priory, 37* Wymund 
de (brother), witness to charter of 
W. de Mohun, 46. 

Monasteries, suppression of: Dis- 
end in many 



burches due to confiscation 1^ 
the King of mooastio portion of 
building, 3, 3. Dismantling off 
prioiy apparently still going on in 
170X, 44. 
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Mooaitic and ooUegUte churehas 
■enring alao m puish diitrchos: 
apportioiimeiit ci buildings be- 
tween tiie monki and the people, 
a. ConTentual portion, destruc- 
tion in many cases following sup- 
pression of the monasteries, a, 3. 

Monmouth's rebellion, 69, 173. 
Victims of the bloody assize. 144- 

MonthlT meetings of parishioners, 
establishment in 1738, 190. No- 
tice to be given by tiie clerk. 19s. 

Monuments, brasses, etc. : church- 
yard, inscriptions in, 9X-94> North 
aisle, 80, 89. Priory church, 83- 
91. SaTage's account (1830) of 
monuments now disappeared, 82. 
83. South aisle. 76. Tower wall, 81. 

Moody, WiUiam. 165. 

Moor, Moore, Ambrose, 133. Ayas. 
baptism, X06. Willm., 146. 

Moroombe, Thomas (17x0), 183. 

Morgan, Elizabeth, 157. Joane, 
goods sold to pay funeral ex- 
penses, 137. Widdow, 147. 

Morgin. Hopkin, 153. 

Moris. Walter, 34, 36. 

Morkham, John (1847), 19s. Kathar- 
ine, wife of John, inscription 

Mowis, WilUam, 137. 

Muleoote, John de, prior of Sto- 

gursey, 49.. 
Musical portion of servioes 50 or 60 

yMurs ago, 137, ia8, 189. 

Nambs: curious Christian names 
and surnames in parish registers, 
97, 99. Trades and occupations, 
patronymics originating in, 99. 

Namur taken, 180. 

Nave, assignment of, to the vicar 
and churchwardens, arbitration of 
1498, 9. Dimensions, 5. Pillars, 
unequal spacing, 5. 

Navy, cost of serving in (1795), 165. 

Neath, abbey of, pension in Exlord 

(IS3S). 65. 

Nicholes, John, senr., inscription 
(175^1 93* Morris, holding under 
St. Lawrence's chantry, s8. 

'*Nine holes," game played on 
tombstone of Lady Elizabeth 
Luttrell, 87 noU, 

Norman church built by prior and 
monks of Bath, remains of. 13. 
Piers of original chancel arch, xx. 
Portion of wall of nave still in situ, 
XI. West wall and doorway ex- 
posed duxixig recent restoration, 
4.5. 



Norrich, Norrish, l^^llxam, 146, xts. 
Norris. John, 162. Mary, mooa- 

ment now disappeared, 8s. 
Northam, Robert, 66. Feoffor of 

St Lawrence's chapel, i4S7t 29- 
Nunnery house in Church Street, 

24, x63- 

Oatss. Titus, 171 . 

Ogis. witxiess to charter of WiUiam 
de Mohun. 46. 

Old style, end of (x7xs), noted in 
parish register, X13. 

CMiver. bishop of Bath and Wells, 
petition to, for confirmatioo of 
award of arbitration between 
parishioners of Duitster and 
monks of the priory, 9. 

Oliver, Elinor, baptism. 106. Tdhn, 
of Mynehead, 170. Rioiard, 
trustee for Mrs. Elizabeth Stewk- 
ley's charity, 105. 

Orchard, Ch., esq., 183. 

Origin. Rot., extracts from, 59* 

Osebem, Jcrtm, grant to, of a corrody 
in the priory of Dunster, 58. 

Overseers : apprenticing of pauper 
children, X32, 142, 153, X54. 156. 
X58, X62. Charities, administra- 
tion of, X31. Election, signing of 
in x68i by parishioners, I43' 
First official appointment of, 1665, 
X33. List of (1650-X716), aoa-206. 
Payment for servioes. refusal of. 
X727. 158. 

Ove rs ee r s' accounts : date of com- 
menoement, X654-5, 131. Fee Cor 
keeping accounts and payment for 
paper, X48. First book (1654- 
1682), X3X-I43)* Lyte's, Sir H. M., 
discovery of, at Dunster Castie, 
131. Second book. Z44> Sub- 
mission to monthly meetings of 
parishioners, X91. 

Owen, John, X56. Will, witnees to 
willofj. Wetiier.38. 

Pallx, David, 14X. 

Palsway, George, derk, 190. 

Parfitt, Mrs., X89. 

Parish churches, number of clergy 

attached to, in Middle Ages, 32. 

Three classes of, i, 2. 
Parish derk, su Clerk. 
Parish Councils Act of 1894, eflfiMt on 

status of churchwardens, 161 noU, 
Parish house, sm Workhouse. 
Parish officers: appointment of 

separate officers for the town and 

agricultural portions of Dunster, 

X712, X54. 
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Parish RtgisUn, estmtti from, 85, 

107, 109. 
ParloBr, Mrs. Mary, monument men- 
tioned by Savage, 83. 
Panone, John le. grant of land from 

the prior of Bath, 48. 
Patron saint of Dunster Church, St. 

George, 5. 
Paule, Robint, appraiser of goods of 

J. Bfakkebury, alias Hnrlebosch, 

40. 
Paulet, Capt., attack on Dunster 

town and castle (1643), xoa. 
Paumer, Thomas le, 50. 
Paving of the church, 179. 
PawUngton, Nicholas, 139. 
Pearoe, ffirancis, 145. J<^, 135. 
Pears, James, 146. 
Pearse, Ftancis, 134, 17a. Mr., 159. 
Peamton, John de, attorney for ue 

prior of Bruton, 56. 
Peroer, Engebrian de, witness to 

charter ofW. de Mohun, 46. 
Perkins, Amy, 136. Mary, 143. 
Perry, John, 146. 
Pers, Symonde, will, bequests to 

church, etc., 37. 
Pester, Sir Richard, prior of Dunster 

(1504), Upcott's bequest to, 35. 
Petre Ponte, Humphrey de, witness 

to charter of W. de Mohun, 46. 
Pews: square pews formerly in 

parish diurch, 127. 
Pewter plate made by I*hilip Day, 

"5- 
Phelps, Mr., of Porlock, picture of 

crudfizion fdrmerly hanging above 

altar of parish church, 127. 
Phelps, Richd., 186. 
Philhps, ooc. of, 146. 
Philpott's house, now the Three 

Marriners, 163. 
Philpot, Philpott. Jenkin, 69, 147. 

Tho., x6a. 
Pilgrimage of grace, compulsory 

keeping of registers a contributory 

cause dF, 95. 
Pilgrimage, Scut's bequests for, ao, 

33. 

Pillars of the nave, unequal spac- 
ing, 5* 
Pinn, Win,, 146. 
Piscina of altar of holv rood, 1 1 . 
Pitcher : 153. Alexander, 157. Luke, 

149- 
Pitminster Church, monumentB to 

the Colles' family, 58 note 3. 
Plague at Dunster, 99. 
Plate, church plate, refer to tithe, 

furniture, plate, etc. 
Platte, Tho., 146. 



Pleasway, Plasway: John, 147. 

Tenant of "Bow" or "Shoop" 

under the churchyard wall, 139. 

Will, 173, 185. Rent paid fbr 

" Shoop "(1706), X83. 
Plompton, John, auditor, Ga. 



I, John, 134. 

1, GeorgOi lessee of priory 

tithes, 1x7. 
Pooer, Robert, trustee lor Mrs. Elix. 

Stewkley's charity, X05. 
Poole, Doctor, 156. 
Poor chest in Dunster Church, 

documents in, key hdlders, etc., 

X56. 
Poorhouse, see workhouse. 
Poor Law, unsatisfactory state of in 

X695. Encouragement of Pauper- 
ism, X4X. 
Poor rate : amount of rate and 

expenditure (1667), 133; (x686), 

145 ; (1690). 149 ; (1807). 167. 

Equalisation proposed, survey, 
etc. (x83x), X89. 

Poor Relief: Attendai^ce at church 
exacted from persons relieved, X93. 
Paupers sent to Bath for tiie 
waters, xx4. Children of paupers, 
apprenticing, SM that title. Board- 
ing out (x686), X47. Clothing biU 
for, X700, 153. Funeral, cost of 
(X690), X48 ; (X7X7). 157. Goods of 
deceased paupers sold &»- benefit 
of the parish, X50, xsx, 157. 
Medical attendance for paupers, 
X43, X43. X49. 156, X57, x6x. 
Memorandum of (X847), iQi* 
Rent paid for paupers (X694), xjo. 
Seventeenth century arrange- 
ments, enoouraging pauperism, 
etc., X41, X43. Workhouse, seg 
that title. 

Pope: A vice, 33, 34. William le, 
srant of land in Dunster, 49. 
John XXII., presentation to priory 
of Bath, Pbpe's nominee super- 
sedixig nominee of works, 53. 

Popham, Johimei King's attomeyt 

Popish plot, X7X. 

Population ot Dunster, diminution 

smoe the reign of Elizabeth. 

Evidence of parish registers, xox. 
Pordic, Mr., payment to, for casting 

beU, 69. 
Port, Henry de, witness to charter of 

W. de Mohun, 46. 
Porter's Mayde, tooth drawn lor, 

153. 
Portman, John, suspected of robbing 

church, outlawry (1335), 3X. 
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Pooto, Robtrt,3S; 

Pojnti funlljr* PoyBtBt iUi 
PovBtM, BruM (tjSs-zTsg), 89 and 
m€U. Edward, burial, loz. Giles, 
borial, i la. Tom b at o pe, old stooa 
altar iiaad aa, 93. 

Praabjrtary or Priory Churdi : Aa- 
algitmmit to the jwior and monks 
bf arbitration of 1498, 8. Chan- 
oal ol the original Norman church, 
S2. Dilapidatnd stata^of, fiffy or 
siztjyearsago, is6. 
5. Mottomonts, 83-91. 



MS OB iuppresiion of 1 
ias duo to Ubarality of grantee, 3. 
RemodeUing during tbe Early Eng- 
lish and Perpendicular periods, ss, 
S3. Roof, restoration by father of 
Mr. Thomas Hole, 1S7. Windows, 
74. 

Preston Pans, batde of, 187. 

Price, Mr., 179. Katherine, 135, 

Priory of Dunstar : Bath Abbey, re- 
lations with. Subordinate position 
of Dunster, 45* 48, 58, Estate de- 
soribed as piup ei lj of prior or 
piocy of Dunster, 5Z. SumsloTied 
from Dunster by priors of Bath, 
Bequests to, 6, so, 35 , 37, 38. Car- 
hampton parish, estates in, 61. 
Dismantled (z557)t 61 • Dispute in 
1345 with the prior of Bruton con- 
oeming the tidkos of Minehead, 56. 
Foundation of the priory, about 
1 100, 45. RemodeUing in 1330, 51. 
Fragments remaining, 43* Ma- 
terials quarried from, 43. Mo- 
han's, John do, benefactions (idth 
and 3zst Ed. Ill), 56, 57. Pay- 
ment demanded mm by King Ed- 
ward III (1336). 54. Priors, list 
of, 65. For particular priors, sm 
their names. RoTenues in 1S91 
and 1444. 61. Suppressed, 1540, 
38. Property, tithes, etc., leased 
out, 58, 117. Valuation of estates, 
1535, 61. 

Priory ohurch, sm preebytery. 

Processions, arrangements for. A- 
ward of arbitrators of Z491. zo. 

Prole, AUezander, overseer, Z33. Z4S. 
Anne, Z33. Henry Z34. Z46. Joane, 

PfOTialoBS, price of (z77a), Z64; 

(1795). 165; (»8o5).z67. 
Prowse, Mr.. Z47. Tho., Z55. 
Piowse's house (late Blackford's, 

near ye cross), Z63. 
Pullen, Wm., Z39. 
Pttllin : Joan, Z47. Thomas, 96. 
Pulman, Thomas, of Doinfofd, Z67. 



Punter, Giles, 134. 

Puiden, Mr., beUfoonder, pnyoMBt 
to, 70. 

Pursey, Robert Pinn, Z89. 

Pymbut, William, dia^ain of St. 
Lawrence's chantry, Z457, s$. 

Pynoombe charity, snbecnptioii 
towards purdiase of Kaowell 
fium for benefice of Dunster, ZS5. 

Pynsoo, William, Scut's legscy to. 
Z369, sz . Will, bequests to dinrcli 
and priory, etc. zs, 34, 35, 39, C6. 

Q.A.B.~Subecription towards por^ 
diase of Blackwell fium for 
benefloe of Dunstsr (Z763), zes. 

Queetion, Questian: Angnsdn, Z46. 
Auston, trustee for Mrs. Elix. 
Stewfcley's charity, Z05. Austian, 
trustee for Itlrs. Elis. StewUey*. 
charity, zo6. Elizabeth, burials 
zoz, Z03. John, zoo, Z03, Z34. 
Mr., Z40. RacheU, Z46. Thomas, 
curate of Dunstsr, Z87. Monu- 
ment, 8z. William, key of poor 
chest, Z36. 

Quirke: Ffrands, zs3. Wid., Z36. 

Racxlbys, Sander, goods, sale of, 
zsa 

Radford, Edward, Z34. 

Raleigh family, arms on tile in St. 
Lawrence's diapel, 35. 

Ralph, son of Osbem, witness to 
charter of W. do Mohun, 46. 

Ralph and William, chaplains, , 
iritneoses to nonfirmatinn of W. 
de Mohun's diarter, 47« 

Ratepayers, listi of (Z667} i^: 
(z686) Z43; (Z679) Z7a. Number 
of (1691), Z78; (Z698), z8z. 

Rates : churdi rate, Z89, Z90. Poor 
rate. Z33, 145, Z49. z67i Z89. 

Rattle Row. t63. 

RauU, Rawie, George, Z55; monu- 
mental inscription mentioned l>y 
Savage, 83. John, Z35. Jone, Z53. 

Rectory and tithes of Dunster: 
arrangements alter disaohition of 
priory, complication of, zss note. 
Deductions for yicar's pension, 
dues to archdeaconry, etc., zi8. 
Luttrell, John, lease assigned to 
(1559)1 i>7'> confirmed, zi8. 
LntMl, Thomas, lease assigned 
to (z554). zz8. StewUey. Hugh, 
purchase of reversion from the 
crown, zs66, ramonstranoes of in- 
habitants, ZZ9. Value (za4s), ZZ7; 
(z53s), return taken firom Valor 
Ecclesiasticus, 64, ZZ7. 
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RMd, John, k6, i6a. Sanh, oon- 
tnct lor mafntiinaace of pMipen, 
163. Willm., 147. 

Rtfbrm Bill, rejection ol, exdtomont 
in Dunstor, 190. 

Itegisteiv— Parish RagifterB: bap- 
tisms entered on ueet of loose 
paper, 97. Cessation of entries 
during dvil war, resumption at 
the restoration, 98. Qiarge trans- 
ferred from tiie clergy to official 
elected by the householders (1653), 
107. Ci^ marriages during Com- 
monwealth, Z08-110. Civil war, 
entries during, 103-104. Date of 
commencement, 1559, 96< I>Ato 
of imposition of duty of keeping, 
Cromwell's injunction of X53§, 941 
95. Fees charged, conditions on 
which official was elected, etc., 
107, Z08. First book, 96-Z07. 
Names : curious names. Christian 
names and surnames, 97, 99; 
patronymics originating in trades 
and occupations, 99. Ordinance 
of 1507, 95. Pilgnmage of grace, 
oonmbuung cause of, 95 . Restor- 
ation entries (1660-1667), 98. Re- 
transferenoe to original church 
book (1654), zxo. Rough copy 
book, miscfaieyous practice of 
making entries in, and writing up 
registers at intervals, 1 1 z . Second 
book (1653- z68o), Z09. zzz. Third 
book (z68z-i76Q, z z z-z Z3. Writizig 
up by Christopner Williams, vicar 
of Dunster, 96. 

Relief of poor, sm Poor relief, olao 
Workhouse. 

Religious foundations, churches at- 
tached to, villagers had no legal 
rights in such churches, z. 

Restoration of Dunster Church, 70, 
Z38, Z39. Cost, gifts of puish- 
ioners, etc., Z39. Luttrell*s, Mr., 
munificent aid, 3, 4, 33, zaS, Z39. 
Rood screen repflired by Mr. J. B. 
Webber, zz. 

Rice, Ryse. Rysse, John, vicar off 
Duzister, bequests to, 7, 33, 36; 
burial (z56z), loz ; Holy Trinity 
chantry, presentation to (ZS38), Z5 ; 
salary, 133; wills witziessed l^, 
SS» 39* Jone, wife of Thomas, in- 
scription (X703), 9s. 

Rich, Mr., Z43. 

Richard, abbot off Glaston., arbitra- 
tor between the monks and parish- 
ioners of Duzister (Z498), 9. 

Richard, chaplain of Dunster, Scut's 
bequest to, 30. 



Riohatd, cleric, witness to conflnn- 
ation of W. de Mohun's charter, 

Richard, son off Riohatd, witness to 

confirmation of W. de Mohun's 

charter, 47* 
Rigg, Isaac, seaman. Burial, zz3. 
Ringlet, Baldwin, Z57. 
Robbery from the church in Z335, 

3Z. 
Robert, prior of Bath (XZ98-Z333), 

48. 
Robert, prior of Bath, grants by, 

(Z309), 50, 51. 
Robert, son of Richard, witness to 

charter of W. de Mohun, 46. 
Robert, vicar of Karhampton, Scut's 



leaacy to, 30. 
Robmson,T 



J Thomas, a souldier. Bur- 
ial, Z03. 

Robyn, Walter, 43. 

Rogers, Thomas, z63. 

Rraiara, de, faniily : arzns on tiles in 
St. Lawrence's chapel, 35. 

Rood screen: Design, carving, etc., 
zz. Dimensions, etc., 7. Posi- 
tion, crossing whole width of ziave, 
explanation of, 8-zx. Reparation 
by late Mr. J. B. Webber, zz. 

Roof of church : Interior, 5. Priory 
church roof ; restoration by fiuher 
of Mr. Thomas Hole, Z37. 

Rowe, Roger, 39. 

Royal Commission appointed to en- 
quire into revenues of chantries 
and chapels, Z548. Report with 
regard to Dunster Church, 3Z. 
Holy Trinity chantry, 6. SL Law- 
rezice's chantry, 35. 

Russell, Matilda, grant of cottage at 
Duzister, 55. 



Sabbatb-brsaking, fine for (Z703), 
Z53. 

Sabinns, witness to charter of W. de 
Mohun, 46. 

Sagg, Jane, Z53. 

St. George, patron saint of Dunster 
Church, 5. 

St. Tames' : Altar, sm Altars. Altar 
of the cross. Scallop hat repre- 
sented in wizidow, zz, 76. 

St. John's chantry, etc., sm Title 
Chantries or Chapels. 

St. Malo. Destruction of the French 
fleet (Z69Z}, Z78. 

St Mark's day sermon, yearly pay- 
ment for, Z33, Z33, 148. 

St. Strohen's upper chapel at Don- 
star Castle, 33. 
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SaoMOa, Mr. C. H., MtittfUit irclii- 
tact in rwrtoc m tion of Dunster 
Church, 23, ia8. Cottage at en- 
trance to churchyard, reatoration 

of, 3- 

Sanders, Mr., 165. 

Sandhull, Ralph de, payment to, by 
the prior of Dunster, 50. 

Sankyn, Robert, bequests to the 
Ticar and bellsof Dunster Church, 
68. 

Sarsfield, 177. 

SaTage: Account of Dunster Church 
(1830), 196, 127. Monuments for- 
merly in church, now disappeared, 
83, 83. Priory Church, tourists' 
oonjecturea as to, 89. 

Savin, Mr. Richard, care of parish 
registers after 1660, 98, lox. 

Saxon, John, holding under St Law- 
rence's chantry, 99. 

Screens in Dunster Church: Glass 
screen formeriy in chancel arch 
of parish church, 127. Original 
screen, erected before division of 
church ; position, etc., 1 1 , is. St. 
Lawrence's chapel, screen enclos- 
ing. Original position. Screen 
whitewashed at beginning of cen- 
tury, 126. Rood screen, sm that 
title. 

Scut, Gilbert: Will, bequests to 
church, children, etc., so, 21, 22, 
66. 

Seal of a prior of Dunster exhibited 
at a meeting of the Society of 
Antiquaries (1788), 61. 

Sealey, Sealy, family : Brass in 
memory of (1693-1788), 80. John, 
153. WiUiam, 146, 150. 153, 



s.;^; 



s, Mr. John, 67. 

Seamen, burial of six seamen (1705)1 

112. 
Seat rents in Dunster church (167a), 

169; (1694). x8o; (177Q, 188. 
Sedgmoor, battle of, i44> 
Selbve, Willm., X19. 
Steimens, John, overseer, 159. 
Services in the church : middle a«es, 

multiplicity of services, 32. Sixty 

years ago, number of services, 127. 

Special services, payment for, 

legacies, etc., 33-3^* 
Seven bishops, rejoicings for 

acquittal of, etc., 70, 174, 175. 
Sexton, method of keeping order 

during service 50 or 60 years ago, 

Z28. 

Sexton: John, 119. Holding under 
St. Lawrence's chantry, 26. 



Seriate, William, abbot of Claeve 
(14 19), window in lady chapel 
possibly connected with, 7^ and 
noU. 

Sharp, Elizabeth, monumental 
inscription mentioned by Savage, 

83. 
Shenton : Edward, 134, 145. John, 
170, inscription, 91. John, cfanrcfa- 
warden, 186, overMer, 158. 
Jone, widow, burial 112. William, 

137. 178. 
Shhpherd, Willm., 146. 
Sherborne, Lady, advowaon vested 

in (1825), 125. 
Shorland, Isot, 134. 
Shote, Thomas, R. de, Cagston's 

bequest to, 33, 34. 
Shroud, cost of, 13a. 
Shurton, dispute concerning tithes, 

*J^' 56. 

Shuts, James, 134. 

Shutt : Flran., 143. James, 146. 

Chosen for parish of Dunster, ico. 
Siderfln : Justice (1702), 152. Tho., 

J.P., 98, 108, 156, 146, 147. CivU 

marriages performed by, during 

commonweal th , no. 
SUver dish, marie of William 

Gamble, etc., 115. 
Skiner, Skinner, Skyner, Skynner: 

Edward, trustee for Mrs. Eliz. 

Stewkley's charity, 104, 106. 

John, 135. Richard, 119. Wm. 

(1656), 138. Thomas, will, 

l«8*a««. •te. (1534), 36. 67. 

Wid., 142, 146. 
Slape. Peter, fine for carrying gun 

(1735). 159. 
Slocombe, Slocumbe, Slowoombe: 

Henry, churchwarden, 115, 153. 

Richard, 135. Walter, 143, 168. 

William, senr., 137. 
Slugge, John, appraiser of goods of 

J. Blam>ury, aiias Hurlebuach, 

40. 
Small Pox in Dunster (1755), 162. 

Inoculation of paupers, i^. 
Smith, Tho., 107. 
Snelling, Robert, vicar of Dunster, 

100. 
Snow, Wid., 142. 
Snowden, Willm., 162. 
Sole, Christiana, holding onder St 

Lawrence's chantry, 28. 
SomarMt MtdiavtU Wills, 6, 33, 37. 
Somerset Pleas,, extracts from, 50. 
Somerset Record Society, extracts 

from, 16, 34. _ ^ , 

Sotton, Robert de, porter in priory, 

appointment, 51, 
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Sparks, Robert, 177. 

Speake, George, 146, 149. 

Speakes, Sir George, 133. 

Spears Cross, 163. 

Sper, John, chaplain, witness to 
Will of W. Pyson, Pynson's 
bequest to, 35. 

Spiritual relationships, persons 
diyorced on account of, 85. 

Spurrier, Jeremie, 134. 

Stadden, Staddon : Thomas, church- 
warden and overseer, X15, 154. X55i 
158. Wm., 165. 

Stafford, Humphrey, grant of land in 
Dunster, 58. 

Stained glass in the chancel, 11, 76. 

Staircase leading to doorway of 
original screen, 11. 

Start, Mr., 171. 

Stayoidale abbey church, destruc- 
tion consequent on suppression of 
monasteries, a. 

Stawel, Lords, of Cothelstone, 
Wootton Courteney, patrons of 
benefice of Dunster, Z7X7-X825, 

Stephens, John and Elizabeth his 
wife, inscription (X747, X732), 92. 

Stevens, Henry, a souldier, burial, 
XC3. 

Stewkley, Stukely, family : Brass in 
Dunster Church, 84. Elizabeth, 
benefEhction topoor of Dunster, xo4* 
George, Feofifor of Holy Trinity 
chapel, X49X, X4. Hugh, purchase 
of reversion of rectory of Dunster 
from Queen Elizabeth, re- 
monstrance of inhabitants of 
Dunster regarding curate's stipend 
(X566), XX9, X29. Hugh, Sir, X33, 
X45, X52, X72. Joan, manriage 
with Geoige Luttzell, 60. 

Steyner, Thomas, witness to Will of 
W. Pynson (X4X9), 35. 

Steyning, Charles, of Selworthy, 78. 

Stibbe, Edmund, holding under St. 
Lawrence's chantry, 26. 

Stockfaam, Henry, X47. 

Stoeursey, prior and monks of, 
dispute with the prior of Bath 
concerning the tithes of Sburton, 
49- 

Stogumber petty sessions (X685), X44, 

173. 
Stokegomer rectory, value of (x53s), 

64. 
Stone, widdow, X47. Willm., XX9. 
Storm of xm» x83« 
Strange, Tluxmas, 35. 
Strangsrs, wamlag ont of the town. 

WamuitB for, 137, X43. 



Street, Mr., architect for the restora- 
tion of Dunster Church, X28. 

Strettinger, John, X47. 

Strickland, Ann, X56. 

Stride: John, X46. Mary, semp- 
stress, 156. 

Strong: Henry, 134. Joane, 146. 
John, x8o, 181. Robert, X46, X74, 
X92. Widd, Z46. Wm., X84. 

Strong's house in High Street, X63. 

Strue, John, X34. 

Sully, William, hanged. Z44. 

Surnames : curious names foimd in 
the registers, 97, 99. 

Survey and valuation of Dunster 
parish (x 822-5), i89< 

Sutton : John de, benefactor to Bath 
Abbey, 53. John, holding under 
St. Lawrei^ce's chantry (X547), 27. 
John, prior of Dunster (X348), 33, 
34. Robert de, 33, 34. Robert, 
prior of Dunster. Presisntation to 
Dunster priory (X332), 51. Retire- 
ment from Bath, 53. 

Swan Alehouse, X63. 

Swearing, fine for, 152, 155. 

Sweeting family: 99. Lewis, X3S. 
Mr., X46. 

Sydenham, Alexander and Richard, 
fooffors of Holy Trinity chapel, 14. 
John, Sir, of Brympton. Sale of 
the manor of Bossmgton to Wil- 
liam Blackford, 78. 

Syward, Roger, and Edith, his wife, 
grant of land, 50. 



Tackbbard. a smith, fine forswear- 
ing, X52. 

Tailor : Alice, widow of Adam, 49. 
Stephen, 49. 

TaiUoar, WiUiam, 2X. 

Taunton: abbey church. Destruc- 
tion consequent on suppression of 
monasteries, 2. Arehdeaooniy of. 
Deductions from rectory and tithes 
of Dtmstar for dues to archdea- 
conry, 118. Grant of tenth of 
revenues to Edward III by clergy, 
54. Bloody assize, X44. Casfle, 
Buildixig of by Ina, in ^e seventh 
century, 3. Deane lands, X38. 

Tavemer, or Gravener, Nidiolas, 
first grantee of vicarage, 122. 

Taylor, Eliz., Z46. Lewis, X63. 

Teingler, John, 134. 

Temple, John, of Dunster, 96. 

Terrell, Edward, trustee for Mrs. 
Eliz. Stewkley*s charity, zo6. 

Terrier of s^ebe laxids of vicaxige of 
Duofter (z634)f X33« 
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TflM, deeormtad, ramoT^d from 

Duastor cfaoich, i8x. 
Timbertoombe ralley, ttrmtegical 

importanoe in MTantfa owituiy, 4* 
TirroU, John. 134. 
Tithes, forgotten, legaciee towards, 

Th e o b ald, archbishop of Cantarbnry, 
oonfiimation of William da Mo- 
hun's charter. 46. 

Thlnde, John, Pers' bequest to, 38. 

Thomas, Abraham, 146. Ann, sale 
of 0oods. 15 1 . Henry, inscription, 
04. Lawrence, 135. Margaret, 
husband's residuary legatee, 39. 
Mocgan, and Jane his dau^^tnr, 
inscription, 9s. Stephen, win. 30. 

Thomas, prior of Batti (1990-1301), 
49. Appointments to priory of 
I^unstnr (1337-38), 54. Grants in 
Onnster (X340), 55. 

Thomson, Mr. John. 179. 

Thome, Mrs.. 158. Thomas, church- 
warden, 133. 

Three Cupps inn, 163. 

Thurlot, Thomas, sx. 

Todd. Rev. J. U., belfry improTo- 
ment, 67. Mary Ann, window in 
memory of, 73. Rev. R. U., Ticar 
of Dunster. aid towards the res- 
toration of church, 199 ; window 
in memory of, 7^, 73* 

Toeny, William, witness to confirma- 
tion of W. de Mohun's charter, 47. 

T<Aer, John, legacy to the Ticar of 
Dunster. 7. 

Tonker. John. R. de Cogston*s be- 
quest to. 33. 

Tonkye, Walter. Pynson's bequest 

Tort, Ralph le, money stored in the 
church stolen (isss), 31. Richard 
le. grant of land from the prior of 
Bath, 48. 

Touching for the king's eril by the 
seyentti child of a seyenth child, 
137. 

Toulonde, Robert de, attorney for 
the prior of Dunster (1345), 56. 

Tower : Description of existing 
tower, 12. Dimensions of tower 
crossing, 5. Monuments on wall, 
8t. Rebuilding, contract with 
John Marys, 1443, xs. Fynson's 
legacy towards, ta, 35. 

Town of Dunster: Houses pulled 
down (x7QX), 164. Inns, markets, 
etc. (X760), 163. 

Townseod, Mrs. Sara, subscription 
towards purchase of Blackwell 
frurm for benefice of Dunster, X95. 



Transepts : Ardi opening into 
soutfaiBm aisle of priory church, 
history of, 13. Dimensions, 5. 

Tremayie, Justice Thomas, arbi- 
trator between the monks and 
parishioners of Dunster. X498, 9. 

Trantals, 33. 

Ttnevelyan : heirs of, ratepayers, X33. 
I4S, xys. John, Sir, X59. BCaigaiet, 
marriages, 80. Thos., X7x. 

Trill, John, X34. 

TriTet fomily. arms on tile in St. 
Lawtenoe's chapel, 25. 

Trotter, Hu^, 62. 

Troyle, Mr. Rich, xox. 

Tucke, Steeven. a souldier, burial, 
X03. 

Turaldus, witness to charter of W. 
de Mohun, 46. 

Turks, persons ci4>tnred by: xyt. 
i73t X77t I78> i^i* CoUectioQ in 
church in aid of (1691), 178. 

Turner : James, X33, 134, X46. 
Thomas, 136. 

Turrill, John, X35, X46. 

Two CartMiari§s tf Bath Priotyt 45. 

Tyler. John, 189. 

Tynooch, Geoffiey de, attorney for 
the prior of Stogursey, 49. 

Tyroonnel. 177. 

Tyrrell, John, churchwarden, 98. 

Upcot, Thomas, will ; bequest to- 
wards rebuilding north aisle, etc., 

6.35.66. 

Urri, Henry, 49. 

Usk, destruction of east end of 
church, consequent on suppres- 
sion of monasteries, 3. 

Utrecht, peace of, X84. 



Vane of the church, setting up in 
17x0, t83. 

Vats, E., X37. 

Venner, Rmrt, 176, x8o. 

Vestry, dining at expense of poor 
rate. 164. 

Vicarage of Dunster : Bequests to 
▼icar, 20, 33. 34. 35. 36. 38. 59- 
Churchwarden, choice of ricar as 
(X799 and x8ox), t88. Residence 
of ricars at ElUoombe, 127. Re- 
▼enues, sources of, etc., xsx, 122. 
Award of 1498, xo. Dependanoe 
of Ticar upon die prior, X2X. In- 
sufficient stipend reeerred on pur- 
chase of rectory by Hugh Stewk- 
ley (X566). Remonstrance, X19, 
X2S. Lands in fiye parishes, 125. 
Land taxes payable to (1872), xss. 
Owner of Dunster Castle, payment 
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of £70 a year by, 126. Sum of 
£^ deducted firom rectory and tithes 
for Ticar'a stipend, 118. Tithes 
** custom of our parish" (1634), 
123, 124. Transference of great 
titibes to the liying of Dunster 
by Mr. Luttrell, in exchange for 
scattered holdings, 125. Stewkley 
fiunily gaining pooession of, 122. 
Terrier of glebe lands (1634)1 133. 
Valuation of, in 1350, separate 
from the rectory, 121. 

Villnla, John de, bishop of Bath 
(1090-1 123), 45- 

Virgin Mary, cult of in England in 
the middle ages. Extract from 
Archbishop Arundel's letter to 
bishops of his province (1399), 18. 

Visitation dinners, 169, 172, 173, 177, 
178, 181, 182, 185. Limitation of 
expenses for (1736). 187. 

Voysey, Alexander, holding under 
chantry of St. Lawrence, 26. 

Wages in 1718, 158. 

Waloot, conjecture concerning tomb 
in priory church, 88. 

Waldron, John, lessee of priory 
tithes, 1x7. 

Walshman, John, 42. 

Walter, Clerk, holding under St. 
Lawrence's chantry, 27 

Wardle, Rich., 147. 179. 

Warman: John, 174. Roger, 119. 
Thos., witness to will of J. Wed- 
more, 39. William, 145, 147, 170, 
171 . William and Sons, payments 
to for re-casting bells, etc., 68, 69. 

Warner and Sons, bell-founders, 67. 
Payments to (1875), 71. 

Washford hamlet, i. 

Waterford estates of the priory of 
Bath, maladministration, 53. 

Waterloo, battle of, 189. 

Watte, Willm., 142, X43. 

Watts, Frances, burial in linen, X48. 
Margaret, 135. Tho., 155, 193. 
Walter, marriage, 141. Wm., 
146. 

Way, John, 147. Robert, church- 
warden, 124. Sarah, wife of 
George, inscription, 94. 

Webber, Anne, civil marriage, 109. 
J. B., repairing of die rood screen, 
II. 

Wedmore, Johan, wid. , will, bequests 
to churbh, etc., 39, 68. 

Welch, Jane, 142. Wid., 137. 

Well of the priory, 44. 

Wells, church of, bequests to, 38, 
39- 



Whiti 



Welthere, John, overseer, and wit- 
ness to will of R. Lotey (1510). 37. 

Were, John, holding under St. 
Lawrence's chantry, 28. 

Wesoombe, Mrs., 135. 

Westlake, George, 153. 

Wether, Agnes, extzBCt from will, 
bequest for reparation of church, 
7. John, bequests to church, 38, 
68. 

Wethicombe, vicar of, Scut's legacy 
to, ao. 

Weyboume, James, 97. 

Wheaden, Thomas, 136. 

Wheddon, Ann, monumental in- 
scription mentioned by Savage, 

ite, Whyte, Adam, bequest to 
Dunster Church, 68. John, legacy 
to the vicar of Dunster, 7, 36, 68. 

Whitehorse alehouse, 163. 

Whitelock, Mr. John. 153. 

Wiboum, John, 146. 

Wilkin, Adam, feoffor of Holy Trin- 
itv chapel, 14. 

Wilidns, Elizabeth, inscription, 93. 
Grace, inscription, <^. James, 
X34, 146. James, jr., diurch- 
warden, 115. John, 105, 119, 182. 
Mary, inscription, 94; monu- 
mental inscription mentioned by 
Savage, 83. Robert, 136. Tho., 

William Rufus, confirmation of W. 
de Mohun's charter to monks of 
Bath, 45. 46. 

William, clerk, witness to charter of 
W. de Mohun, 46. 

William IV and Queen Adelaide, 
180, 190. 

William III and Mary, landing at 
Brixham, 174 ; arrival in London, 
70, 176. 

Williams, Christopher, vicar of 
Dunster, parish registers written 
up by, about 1595, 96. Hopkxn, 
glovier, dvil marriage (1653), 109. 
John, holding under St. Lawrence's 
chapel, 37. John and Jane, monu- 
ment, 81. Willm., baptism. 106 ; 
fine for non-attendanoe at church, 



WiHicnmbes, Mrs., 153- 

Willis, Of Peav^rSt extract from, xoo. 

Wills, bequests to church, priory, 
etc. : Codogan's, T., 37. Cogston, 
Ralph de, 14, X7, 33> 66. Fire, 
provision against, legacy for 
purchase of leathern bucketi, 36. 
Gryme, Joan, 16, 35, 38. John, 6. 
Hurlebuseh or Blakebury. John, 
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: John, OTenetr, 144- Tho., 



_ . Robert. ? », 33» 3 8» 
LoCbj, Robort, 36. Ptts, SynflDodo, 
37. Ppuoo, WiUiam, la. 34, 35. 
Scat, Gilbert, so. Thomai, 
Stephen, 39. Upoot, Thomaft, 6. 
Wether, Agues, 7. Whyte, John, 

W&wo: 
146. 

Window! of the diiirch : Dedicetioo, 
etc., II, 7a, 76. Early En^^iah 
windows in Preelnrtery, rector* 
ation, ea, as. Lady chapel, 75. 
Puiah church, 7a. 74. Priory 
cfanrch, 74. Perpendicular East 
window, as. 

Windsor. Old Windsor, x86. 

Withers: John, churchwarden, 7a. 
Robert and fiunily, inscription, 91. 

Withicomb, James, 146. 

Wood, Antony, holding under St 
Lawrenoe's chapel, a8. Rob., X47. 

Wool trade of the middle ages, 
churches in West Somerset due to 
wealth brought by wool trade, i. 

Woolcotts, oocr. of, 146. 

Woollen, burial in, enactment of 
1667, fines, etc., 148. i7>« 

Workhouse : 163. Beds and bedding, 
inventory (1805), 165. Building, 
expenditure of (1718), 157. Dishes 
for, i6a. Emplos^ent of inmates, 
weaving yam, i^. Profit on, etc., 
accounts (174 
Establishment 

Expenses i^ ._ ,. ^ 

164. Maintenance,^ cost of,~ 143^ 
Helman's widow, contract (1731)1 



ram, 107. rroni on, eic., 

(174a, 1743). 159. 160. 

ment of (1699), 15a. 

I (1733)1 159* Pinng for. 



x6a. Reed*s, Sarah, contract 
{176s), 163. Number of inmalfs 
(1766), 164. Overcrowding (1805), 
167. Rent, 153, 164. 

World, Richard, 183. 

Woitii, Wortfae: Andrew, 133, 138. 
145. Diana, 138. Ricliavd, 119. 
Roger, 119. William, 146. 

Worwxdt, collection for, 179. 

Wri^t, John, 134, 138. John, wit- 
ness to will of S. Peis, 3^ 

Wroth, Mr., payment to, €or re- 
castiJog bell (1719). 70. 

Wybonme, James, 146. 

Wykys, Sir John, monk, Gryme's 
bequest to, 66. 

Wylton, John de, and Maroell his 
wife, 31. 

Wjrndham, Col., garrieoning Dimster 
Castle for the king (1644), t03- 

Wyneham (Wyndham), John, hom- 
age for priory of Dnnstar, 39. 

Wynslade, John, trustee for Mis. 
Eliz. Stewkley's charity, 104. 

Wynton, Simon de, lodging in the 
priory of Dunster granted to, by 
the prior of Bath, 49. 

Wyther, John, et Agnes his wyf, 
John Wyther ther eldeet aone, 
monument, 76. 

Yarm manufactured in Dunster poor 

house, sale of, aoooonts, 160. 
York, collection for, 179. 

Zar, Mr., 146. 

Zart, Thomas, witness to will of W. 
Pynson, 35. 
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